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THE EDITOR'S 

PREFACE- 

THERE is not any thing which 
can be oflFered to the Public, 
however clear or proper in the j udg- 
ment of the writer, but ftill is liable 
tO' be oppofed either from prejudices 
or miftake. One would fcarcely think 
it poflible, the charader p£ PiSlurefque 
prefixed to the relation of a journey 
through the moft romantic country 
in the world perhaps, could ever 
have been reckoned an objediion to 
it : but thus it happened j and thij 
'^ addition to the Title of Monfieur 
Bourrif^ Narrative, as it was diftri- 
buted amongft the Friends of the 
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THE EDITOR'S 

Tranflators, prevented the fuccefs of 
many applications from them in its 
favour. It gave room, it feenas, for a 
jjrefumption, that it was a mere de- 
fcriptive Trifle, w^hich though it 
might delight and entertain the Fan^ 
cyy could not merit the attention of a 
man of fenfe ; as if it were indubi- 
tably certain, that what is recom- 
mended to the Tajiey muft therefore 
be unworthy of the 'Judgment. Let 
us try for an apology. 

It may be obferved then, that as 
l^ruth is naturally the objed: of the 
yudgmenty fo Elegance or Beauty is 
naturally the objed: of our Tq/ie^: 

and 

* No term was ever more happily applied by mera- 
phor than Tqfie, to the perception and enjoyinent of 
Elegance or Beauty, which admits of feveral modifi- 

catLons^ 
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and that thefe two diJiinSi powers by 
which we are. enabled ti^idifcover and 

. A 3 "-- to 

cations, and is fo dependant upon cuftom and habit, 
though its principles are founded in our conftitution : 
whereas the Mind determines abfolutely, without any 
modes of difference upon Truth ; and all men who 
difcern it; judge of its exiftence, without thc^leaft va- 
riety in their idea : of two things which are both ele- 
gant, we can frequently diftinguilh one to be more fo 
than the other, but all Truths are fuch equally, and 
all men equal in their perception of .them. The power 
of difcerning Truth belongs to us as Men, (ince it is not 
only the prerogative, but the foundation of our rational 
nature, and the moft unlettered peafant who difcerns 
a truth, knows it full as well, coniidered iingly, as a 
Bacon or an Artjlotle. 

Indubitable certainty, whether it arifes from ^W^gy 
or Teftimony, h?iXh by fome indeed been looked upon as 
an inferior fpccies of Truth ; in many cafes it mufl in- 
fluence and regulate our condufl, as it necefTarily fixes 
our opinions ; but though it anfwcrs thus the purpofet 
cf Truth, it never rifes higher than the probable, and 
fometimes gradates downward, till it reach the very 
line that terminates the boundai-y of what is barely 
poJfM. 
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THE EDITOR'S 

to relifh Truths and Beavity, have 
their exiftence originally together in 
the iame mind. If this be founded 
upon fad:, h follow^,, that in general^ 
*tis owing to a partial Education, 
where we Sad them feparated ; and 
that it is a fauky one, is clear too^ 
fince vmdoubtcdly the moft accom- 
pliflied mas, is he who carries every 
native Principle the neareft to perfec- 
tion* To this unequal cultivation of 
our mental powers,, it is to be attri*- 
buted^ that men of T^ajle are apt to 
look upon the fearch of T^rutby, as 
damping all the fire ^f Genius ; 
whilft thofe of deeper thinking, are 
difpofed to tieat the cultivation bf our 
S^aj^e^ as. the purfudt of Folly : both 
arc furely in^ an error ; fince, if there 
tc ao objedtiaa from the nature of the 

humajx 
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humm mind, the love of Trut^ an4 
JSeauty might be jointly cheriihed^ 
^nd as one or other is negle€ted» it is 
not uncommcm to obferve the man of 
rigid Trutb, with all the merit of 
icholaiUc Erudition, incapable of vt^ 
commending it to the aiFe<^ons ; or 
on the contrary, the man of Tafie 
alone, without the power of invefti^- 
gating and deducing real Truths^ per- 
plexed with their refemblanccSf and 
who can relifh none, but fuch aa are 
addrefled to his Imagination only. 
Books of abflraA reafoning, are the 
averfion of the one, and Books of en*- 
tertainraent of the other. Thus writ- 
ing has been feparatqd into two dif- 
tind: claffcs, xYitfcientiJic^ 2jxd divert-- 
ing ; and it would be well, if this 
were all ; diflike to different compo- 

A 4 fxtions. 



THE EDITOR'S 

fitions, unhappily expands upon the 
Authors of them : it feldom flops at 
cenfuring the works themfelves, but 
leads in time to perfonal averfion and 
contempt : whereas in faft that ftrong 
defire which urges on the philofophic 
mind, and carries it from Truth to 
Truth y as it is owing to the fame prin- 
<:iple, which carries others forward 
ftill in fearch oi Beauty ^ when properly 
confidered, fhows the error of ne- 
glefting either. 

Had a paffion for Variety, which 
ftrongly operates in every mind, and 
•fecms to be one general Jinal caufe at 
leaft of Beauty, not been univerfally 
implanted in our Nature, men would 
have fat down upon their firft attain- 
ment, be what it would, and fixed 

ia 
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in admiration of a fingle. truth, or 
elfe incapable of taking their attention 
off, from what they firft furveycd of 
elegant^ omt Jirft purfuit would pro- 
bably have been our laji *; inftead of 

that 

* The pleafure which arifcs from a fight of what i« 
elegant or beautiful fixing our attention, it hath often 
been obferved that Beauty as apparently exifting in the 
objeft, was appointed chiefly for an indicative fignal 
of its merit, or at Icaft as an inducement for us to ac^ 
quire a knowledge of whatever carries this diftin- 
guifhed token ; to this it may be added (fince know- 
ledge ought not to be limited to what is beautiful in 
Nature) that the number or the oppofition of their 
parts, or fomewhat ftrikipg in the colouring , takes 
place with other objefts, where fuch delicate contlruc- 
tion and gradations of them may be wanted, as con- 
flitute the mediate or mechanic caufes of material 
Beauty ; whilft Novelty alone folicits and attrafts our 
notice with fuch as are defcdive in the charms of A4ul^ 
iiformity or Elegance : yet ftill however flrange it may 
at firft appear, the progrefs of our knowledge feems to 

be dire<flly owing to what approaches nearer to Dijlile 
tlian Plsafure, to fomething more than an indifference 

for 
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that progrcffion in the Sciences, and 
mi that improYcment in the Arts we 

now 

tor famenefs, which arifes from thecontfnucd furvcy of 
thofc very obje6b, that wcfe origmaHy highly pkaf" 
iBg» and which lays the ncceffary deep Foundation of 
our paffion for Variety \ but this tedium, ennui, dif- 
fajfe, or whatever elfe it may be called^ comes on^ 
when once we have confrdered any objeft as a ivkole^ 
examined the conneflion and the ftru(flureof its feve- 
ral parts, and difcovered after what manner they ope- 
rate to produce a unity of eifedt, or to anfwer all the 
purpofes for which they were intended. So long as 
we are capable of going forward in this fearch, a 
Ungle objeft has fufficient beauty to detain the eye, by 
giving an employment to the Underfianding ; but no 
fooner have we acquired fuch a knowledge of it, than 
its attraflive power begins gradually to grow weaker, 
till it a6ts no longer. The objedl that before foUicited 
and drew us to it, now repels us for a time : the Mind 
attentive ohly to the knowledge it has gained, which 
afts in turn with all the prefent force of novelty upon 
it, and trufting to the power of calling back thofc plea- 
sures it enjoyed in the purfuit, attaches itfeif foon to 
other objefts, though far inferior perhaps in point of 

elegance. 
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now behold, in (lead of all thofe blef^ 
iin^ we enjoy from cultivaled life 

and 

elegance, to what it twras ayray from. Such is the pro* 
vidential appointment of caufes and eifefls, that tbofe 
things which were made to pleafe us by the beauty of 
dieir fonn or colouriing, are Itmited in the continuance 
of their influence ; though naturally pleafing, they can 
pleafe no longer than would be conliftent with the 
eomplicated end of Man's creatiou, fhe produStion cf 
0II pqjSJihle happimji, fo far as it is fuitabk to his con- 
dition, in conjun^ion with all poffible knoivUdge and 
'mirtue: The happinefs of fenfual creatures might have 
l>eea procured, without fhe attainment of the one, or 
the practice of the other, but as it is reafonable to be<» 
Heve that God intended the delights of feafual and at 
•the fame time rational beings, Ikould by nataral ef- 
fect conduce to higher purpofes, accordingly we find 
that Beauty of appearance which gives to the inani- 
mated parts of the creation their connection with us, 
and endears them by the pleaiWe they aflbrd, flill 
leads to the advancement of our knowledge, by that 
pleafure*8 paffing through indiiference to wearinefs,. 
and forcing our attention out to other objeds, Whili^ 
die beauties of ike wot Id ofUfc in gmngral, beikies the 

furtherance 
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and manners, the bulinefs of the world 
muft have flood ftill, and men at 
beft, if it be poffible they could fub- 
lift in fuch a ftate, would have re- 
fcmbled only different groups of Sta- 
tues. The Writer therefore who is 
actuated by the love of Beauty y and 
the Writer who i^ adtuated by the love 
of Truthy being originally put in mo- 
tion 
» 

furtherance of knowhdge, cherlfh all thofe fymp?- 
thctic feelings, which corredl the felfi(h Paffions, Rnd 
extend our Kindnefs and Affedlion beyond the limh 
of our own Species. Some advantage or improve- 
ment was dcfigned to be the attendant, or the confe- 
quence of every pleafure, and our fincft and moll 
lively feelings, become dull and languid, as all our 
Pqffictts die away, when their influence and impulfe 
are no longer ufeful. How fweetly are we held in 
Life by fuch attachments as unite our intereft with 
our pleafures ! and how friendly is the difengagc- 
ment from, them, to a preparation for our pafTmg out 
of this World, without regretting what wc leave be- 
hind us iu it! 
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tion by the very fame fpring, natu-^ 
rally operate to the fame end, a com- 
pletion of the general defigns of Pro- 
vidence for the happinefs of the world. 
Should their labours not appear of 
equal merit ; yet both are certainly 
deferving praife ; but that condudt of 
our education muft be wrong, which 
feparates thofe Powers, that might 
have be6h a balance to each other, and 
have afted jointly with a double force^ 
In all the works of Nature, ufeful- 
nefs and beauty arc united.; let us co- 
py then her manner ; to flop at mere 
amufement, fecms a wafte of time, 
which certainly might be employed 
^o the very fame purpofe with additi- 
onal advantages; and not to engage the 
Graces in the ornamenting Truth is 
in fadt to offer her to infults. Some 

works 
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^m)rks of elegance alone indeed/ and 
thofe of the defcriptive kind particu-* 
larly, have their ufe at prefent, un- 
der maijy difadvantages^ as they tend 
to the fuggcftion of ideas which arc 
not immediately impreffcd* The 
marks of infinite Beneficence and 
Power, are itamped in every comer 
of the Univerfe, and men may infer 
the Wifdom likewife of the Caufe 
from the Symmetry and Beauty^ as well 
)fts from the ufefuhrfs znd regularity of 
the effeds. It is impoflible^ one 
would think, to look upon the world 
diverfified with fo much elegance in 
all its lefer parts, and enobled with 
fuch grandeur and fublimity in the 
i^rger^ (where even its fccming ble- 
milhes contribute both to perfeft and 
enrich the whole,) without the 

higheft 
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higheft pkafure. There are E)^s it is 
true, which look without feeing, as 
there are Ears that hear not ; but thii 
is not the fault of Him who fornied 
them : the general efFcft of a furvey 
of Nature is Delight; whilft everf 
fpecies of Landfcape, like every dif- 
ferent fpecies of * Melody excites its 
own peculiar genuine emotions, nor 
are they limited to the imaginatioa 
only^ they make their pafiage through 

it 

^ The fcvcral fpecies of Vltloiy^ have never yet 
been accurately dctenniaed ; whereas ihofe of homd* 
fiape are found to be no more than &cteen» from 
whofe diiFereat combinations^ with the addition of 
aoceflbry circumftances, all the varieties of Landfcape 
are derived ; but it is not meant to be affintied of 
Landfcape, as of Melody, that it is capable of exciting 
only an Emotion. The World may (hortly be fa- 
voured with a Treatife upon the Principles and Eifcfts 
of Landfcape^ by a very ingenious Artift, Mr» Jlexm-* 
ier Cozens* 
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it to the Heart, and lead to ads of 
Gratitude and Adoration ; thefe are 
more than Trifles. An' ideal prefence 
raifed by juft defcription, muft have 
fimilar efFefts with real objefts, whe- 
ther grand or beautiful : the dulleft 
finds his mind exalted by the con- 
templation of Sublimity and Vajinefs^ 
and the giddy feels his fpirits calmed 
for temperate enjoyments by that of 
elegant Jimplicity i it hath been ob- 
ferved that many of the greater evils 
of life, thofe which afFedt the peace 
and happinefs of Societies and States/ 
arife fometimes from private fclf- 
diflatisfaftion, and he who renders a 
man more eafy with himfelf, renders 
him fo to all Mankind. Pafioral 
writing, whofe great rherit confifts 
in the defcriptive pidtures it exhibits 

of 
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©f the quiet fcenes of rural Nature, 
induces a fercnity of Plcafure, and 
infpires tranquillity of fentiment^ bc-» 
yond any other compoiition of Poetry, 
and for this rcafon probably it is ad- 
mked in common more than cither 
tragedy of Epic^ A iimilar obfer- 
vation might be made upon fome 
publications we have lately feen of 
the epiftolary fort, in which the Au- 
thors give not only a general fketch 
of the Countries they pafs through, 
they place us as it were upon the very 
fpot which they defcribe, and we con- 
ceive ourfelves belonging to the party, 
whilft the abfence of fatigue or dan- 
^ ger, leaves the Mind at liberty to form 
and to purfue its own reflections. 

It is but juflice to Monfieur JB^zir- 
rit, to obfcrvc, the following Narra- 

a tivc 
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tive aiFords us ample proofs of a dif-« 
tinguifhing imagination ; his journey 
to the Glaciers^ gives a truly pidtur- 
efque defcription of fuch fcenes, as 
muft have been particularly ftriking 
to the cultivated Taftc of a Painter ; 
little fnore indeed is added, than fuf- 
fices to connetft them ; and it may be 
wifhed he had explained himfelf with 
more precifion, in accounting for thofe 
wraves of ice, which have fuch lingu- 
lar appearances ; a point in which he 
leaves the mind not fully fatisfied. 

WiTii regard to the Tranflation^ 
it is offered as a firft attempt : no pre- 
caution has been wanting to render it 
correft : the Tranflators have endea- 
voured to give it the air of an origi-^ 
nal, fo far as their abilities permitted, 
and it was confiftcnt with the faith- 

fulneii 
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*fulncfs of a Tranflation ; and the Edi- 
tor prefuxncs they have avoided . no 
unufual fault, this introducing foreign 
idioms, which tend direftly to deftroy 
the charaftcr of every Language. 

But after all, it is with writing as 
with Life ; on looking over what is 
finifhed, it is eafy to difcover errors, 
that efcaped even a clofe £xamination, 
and to fee that many pafTages might 
have been altered for tlie better when 
it is too late 4 ingenuous acknowledg- 
ments is all that can be offered for thefe 
overfights of the Tranflators, and they 
truft them to the candour of thofc 
Friends, whofe favour has fo amply 
been experienced in the encourage- 
ment of their undertaking. 

Hemsted. Suffolk, 
Dec. 26, 1774. 



POSTSCRIPT. 

As the whole of the Tranjlation has 
been compared with the original^ before 
thisfecand Edition was committed to the 
Trefs^ tbt Editor prefume:^ that very 
few capital Errors of the former will be 
found uncorrtBed. 

Oftobcr 2, 1775^ 
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Author's Advertifement^ 



THE Author thinks proper to 
acquaint the Public^ that he 
had no intention of promoting the 
iale of his Plates by the following 
Narrative; but that its publication^ 
was requefted of him, as affording 
hints that might be ufeful ; however, 
as the Views intended to be engraved 
were the principal obje<ft of his plan^ 
he thought himfelf obliged to fay 
fome thing of /i&ew, before he entered, 
upon the Relation of his Journey^ 
He accordingly obferves, that the 
firft time he went into this romantic 
country, the number^ and immenfity 
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of the objects which ftruck his fight, 
at the fame time prefented difficulties 
it was impoffible for him then to fur- 
mount, not having formed the leaft 
idea of them before he fet out : his 
iecond attempt was^ more fuccefsf ul ; 
when he not only determined his 
choice of the Projpe^s^ but was en- 
abled to invent a new method of tak-» 
ing them with greater exadnefs. 

I 

His end thus anfwercd, he brought 
i)ack fourteen iketches, which thofe 
^ho are pleafed with thefe fubjedts, 
as well Foreigners as Natives, have 
fudged worthy the attention of the. 
Curious, 

He takes upon him to affure the 
Public, that not only the larger 

Mafles 
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Maffes are defigned in thcfc Vicw^, 
but that he has made out even the 
fmalleri and that nothing i$ added 
from imagination only, a& in almofl * 
all the Drawings of thefe places he 
ha^ had an opportunity of feeing* 
That he had examined the Print from 
a Plate of Mr. Vivari in London^ re- 
prefenting the icy valley of Montana 
verty of which he affirms there is 
hardly fo much as one ftroke taken 
from Nature i and that another of 
the valley of Cbamouni is equally 
falfe ; (he means the thirteenth Plate 
in the account of the Gliciers of 
Switzerland^ by Mr» Grouner) all 
which will not appear extraordinary, 

a 4 when 

* The Author has excepted from this cenfurc two 
Views of Chammni, drawn with greaicare and cxaA- 
ncfs by*Mr. Jalabirt. 
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when we arc informed that thoie 
gentlemen, who had hitherto gone 
over the Glaciers^, were rather inch 
©f Tajle than Draughtfmen. He has 
experienced befidcs, that one journey 
is infufEcicnt to render drawings of 
this fort perfect. That he found it 
highly neceflary to attend to the pe^ 
culiar Hate and condition of the air 
and weather, of which we never can 
be fecure, and which may prove very 
unfavourable to the Defigner, upon a 
fmgle vifit, or in one feafon only^ 
though the completion of hia fketche^ 
muft depend upon their clearncfs and 
fcrenity. We go to the valleys — 
are ilruck with admirationw— trace 
out fome loofe lines in hafte — add a 

few 

* Glacier t are bc(J^ of ice accumulated upon the de- 
clivities between mountaix^. 
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few reviling touches by way of mc- 
morandums^ and at our return ImaT. 
gination docs the reft. 

He makes no fcruple to fay, that it 
is after this manner moft of the Views 
which accompany the defcription of 
the Glaciers of Switzerland have been 
executed, and that of the feventeen 
Plates which adorn this Work, there 
are only three to be relied on for 
their exaftnefs I tbough;he acknow- 
ledges at the fame time^ they are en^ 
graved with Taftti 

With rcfped: to the fpecies of en- 
graving for his own Drawings, he 
gives the preference to etchings, (if 
they may be called Engravings) a^ 
more in the ftile of a Painter j and 

he 
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he apprehends the biting-in with 
Aquafortis will have a freer efFeft in 
thefe fubjeiSs, than the ftrokes of the 
gravef . He adds another reafon for 
the preference of etchings in this in- 
ftance, which had more weight with 
him perhaps than the former, namely, 
that the etchings could be finiihed by 
himfelf. A love of truth and exaft- 
nefs, feems to operate very powerfully 
with our Author, and thefe could not 
precifely be attended to by aperfon who 
had not at leaft been prefent at the tak-» 
ing his Defigns: the engravings might 
have had an elegance ^n6, force, but a 
real ConnoifTeur, as he very juftly ob- 
ferves, will in this cafe give the pre- 
ference to a Plate of inferior merit, in 
which he can depend upon the Faith- 
fMlncfs of the Reprefentation. 

A TARl^E 
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The A U T H O R'j 



Preliminary Difcourfe, 



TH E Relation here publifhed^ 
is the fruit of three journeys 
into the Dutchy of Savoy, 
To obtain a juft idea of a country fi- 
tuated in the very heart of the Alps, 
will I prcfume, be allowed a much 
more difficult undertaking, than to 
acquire the knowledge of almoft any 
other. A (ingle vifit to moft places, 
is in general fufficicnt to anfwer every 
purpofe ; and efpecially to fuch as 

B having 
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having been already many times de- 
fcribed^ the later traveller has it in 
his power to compare the feparate re* 
marks of others who have gone be- 
fore him, and to bknd them, if he 
pleafeSy in a new narration with hit 
own. All this is eafy, and familiar; 
whereas an attempt to vifit, and de-* 
fcribe a country little known, and 
aimoft wholly feparaced from others, 
without archives, or memorials, (not 
to mention the fatigues and hazards 
of the journey,) has a claim upoif 
the candour of the Public. 

I CONCEIVED, neverthelcfs, that! 
ought not from a prefumption of thii 
indulgence, to haften the impreffioa 
of my effays, till they vrere in fomo 
degree correct. Four years have paf- 

fcd 
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fed betweeil tny iirft journey and itiy 
laft ; my jf apci^ m tlie ihean time 
have be^i Ikown to eVery ^rfen whd 
Was ^lirdus of peruliitg tb^ ; and 
it was not 4iH[ Sfcptwnber kft^, that I 
declared 1>y an advettifemtent my de- 
tei-tomation trf* printing iJkein. But 
tbe wirk defighed for pnWicatkm, 
was it fcems dday'd too long ; a r ea^ 
fon wMch perhaps detei-mined one of 
my countrymen to be beforehand with 
his Voyage Pitfor^ue -anx /Glacier s : 
He imderttjok this journey furnifh'd 
with ray Narf ative, and he compleat- 
ed it in fix or feven days : yet al- 
though h^ tells us, that ie fet xmt 
\jDtth a Jlxed refolution to go over fhi 
Glaciers, he really has feen no more 
6f them than one ; which to fay the 

B 2 truth 
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trudiy he feems barely to have feen ; 
and he has not even fo much as at* 
tempted to give a look at the reft ; 
convinced, he fays, that a walk of 
many leagues would afford him but % 
repetition of the very fame objed:s, 
which had already made their full 
impreflion. A new and eafy method 
this of deciding from our ignorance^ 
without the trouble of examination • 

It may well be fuppofed I could 
fay more upon this hafty Narrative of 
my countryman, were the fubjedt of 
importance ; but I pafs it by, to give 
the Reader fome account of a jour- 
ney I have lately made to the Glaciert 
of the Canton of Berne, and thofc of 
Fallais-, which )ias taken me up three 
weeks,. 

A con-» 
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A convidion of the relation there 
is between thefe Glaciers » and thofe 
t>f Savoy; their general refemblance» 
and the Appearances which fpecificalty 
diftihguiih them, are not the only 
£ruits 1 have gathered in this journey. 
Fourteen new VUws^ with which I 
h&ve enriched my collection in the 
lexcurfioil, will be fubjed:s of a parti-* 
cular Relation^ and of a new Work; 
yet it feems but juft in this jplace, to 
advertife the Public, that thefe Gla- 
ciers are very far from being fo agree- 
able to go over as thofe of Cbamounu 
and that they are in general much 
le& confiderable ; that the roads, 
twhich frequently are difficult, and 
fometimes dangerous, the mountains 
we muil: crofs, and the valleys of 
•ight^ ten^ or twtlve leagues in 

B 3 in 
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length, h is necclferyr tb ^s from 
one end to the otdier^^ cxhaijift th^ 
ilrength fo much, we haver npt alway% 
enough of it renGiair^^ngs to obtadn ^ 
fight of thofe objefts whiphm^rit <>jjr 
attention moft ; whewa^ ^ Glacieri: 
of Savoy 9 have not fa roany i)f iJaefQ 
inconveniencies ; they are nearer ta 
each other^ and they c^r in the fpaco 
of a few kagues only, a^ multitude of 
objefts, as e^ctr^ordinary, as they are; 
delightful. 

It was on my retura from this la-; 
borious journey to die Glaciers o£ 
Berne^, an4 Vallmsy that L re-entered 
the vaUty of Cbamouni. ; The Mm^' 
tanveirt, and the Bremen^ which I^ 
again afpes^dod,. have a^rded new ob^ 
f<prvatie)ta8: c^onceirniQg the annual ac-^ 

. cumulations 



PRELIMINARY. DISCOURSE, vii 

ciiiaiulatiQils and increafe of the ice^ 
as well a& of the manner in which 
thefe Glaciers are formed* 

Tus firft time of my afeehding 
Mount Rrevtfij I was ailoaiflied at the 
quantity oi &io«r and ice that co*^ 
rered the foo^t of the Needles ; but I 
was now more fo^^ to behold three 
iiew^ Gtaeier<9 well formed^ and al*^ 
ready very coMderabk i to ice the 
whole extent I had gone over two yeans 
before covered .with fnow and ice^ at 
well as the little 'lake, upon the banks 
of which we hadfo comfortably refted. 
The Glacier des Pekrins vfzs hfcewife 
coaflderably enlarged^ and offered at 

S 4. its. 

♦ THefc obfervatioiM will be more ftriking to 
^fe who IsLVft a]f«ady penifcd thk relation, aod 
Vtc UimtA m Mea of the placf 1 here mentiooed. 
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^ts bafc, a profpcdlj which does not 
yield in, point of beauty to the Mafs 
of the Anxeron. The accumulation 
of this ice refembles a city of cryftal, 
and has this peculiar advantage, that 
it is act bounded iij with broken 
rocks, hut lituated amidft lofty woods, 
and fields, and paftures, whic|i aiFord 
the moft delightful verdure. ThjC 
Mafs of the Aroerm^ which I like- 
wife re-vifited, was augmented about 
forty feet,., and although this was in 
the middle of Auguft, the Dome wafi 
not yet difcoverable. 

LBf any one now reprefent to 
himfelf the profpedl of eight im- 
inenfe Glaciers, ^ in^ fucceflion, fuf*« 
pended ahoye a valley of no more than 
fix or feven leagues in length ; 1^ 

kim 
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liim imagine them furrounded with 
the moft agreeable and tender ver- 
dure, intermixed with crops of wheat 
and barley ; and when he refledls that 
thefe Glaciers are fending forth a 
thoufand rills, not lefs agreeable, 
than faliitary and ufeful for the necef-- 
fities of man, what fubjefts of me- 
ditation and gratitude do they afford, 
towards that infinitely good and gra- 
cious Providence, fo fruitfuLin meanSj^ 
fo powerful in effects, and fo admir- 
able in all his works.' 

• 

But if carrying our thoughts to 
their original, we confider how thefe 
fields of ice have gradually been cOn- 
ftrufted, we fhall not be lefs afFe<fted 
with the contemplation of their fmall 
beginnings, than their vaflnefs in 

com- 
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completion^ A view of tl^^l pro-* 
d%tPU8 objeAs, ftrikes, :a£boniihesy 
and confoumds tlie imagination.v That 
cc^ledion of overwhelming waves^ 
lieaped upon each other^ which wci 
ice from Montanvir't^ has moire t^^^ui 
oQce occafioned the moft brilliant hy-» 
poiheies; but the ob&rvation.<^ thdtf 
iE^t commencement difpo&s to Re^ 
fledion, and conduifls more f%ire]y t& 
tlirtmtih. 

I now experienced this upon the 
Brmen. Two years before, I found 
but little fiiow upon that mountain : 
iSiere iras a confiderable quantity i^ 
Bay laft journey. I croiTed over large 
rmSbs which hung upon a fteep flope^ 
and had already taken the h^vs^ of 
tiliofe waves of ice, in the valley of 

Mont^ 
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^fhnUnwrt*, and ihe& waves vkidi 
sfift^d us in treading £i£dy , have hnt 
no otluer carnfe than the wituis, vdhich 
bloiw^ Asmu in gufts .over the tops: of 
the Ne^dks:^ Thk . ie .i;chat the moA 
inconfiderable inhabitant of Cbamouni 
is capable of demoiiikatkig : But the 
Ytrfjame caufe whkh operates on tli^ 
BsMven^ operates at Mcmfanvert, at 
the Glacier liu ^our, and at that Ai 
Pekrins, k^ a manner ftill more fei^l 
fible 5 thefe Glaciers being more di-i 
reftly under the gullies or opening^ 
between their tops. The winds then 
are ^prmc^ai caufo, perhaps the only 
©nd, of the precipitation of thefe lttd8 
IttUs an4 ridges of ice ; they muft ne-' 
ce^^ily operate more in proportion 
to the fteepncfs of the defcent ; and 
it is for this reafon, that the higher 

we 
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we advaoce upon theie valleys of ice; 
the more their beds or ridges are 
junited> till they become entirely ib at 
the higheft part of the valley, and 
continue thus to its extremity. 

f It is mot only in the valley of 
Clmmounij that I could judge of this 
fSe^ of the winds ; but even upon 
the Glaciers and mafies . of ice, both 
in the Pays de Vallaisy and in Swit'^ 
fserland: I (hall give only one in^ 
ftance. 

. To the eaft of Grimfeh a very lofty 
mountain which conftitutes the eaft- 
ermoft boundary of the States of 
^erm^ and of the Fays de Vallais^ 
there is a valley of ice, the largeft, 
the moil elevated^ and the mpft b^u.*- 

tiful 
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tifu) QHC can imagine. At the top e€ 
this Glacier are dif^guifhed thoft 
furrows, whi<;h point out tlie afccir 
deiital direction of the winds. Tht 
waves begin at a little diftance frim 
the opening of the gulleys, ai>d gra-^ 
dually increafe by reafon of the de«« 
fcent of the Glacior, :which offers uf 
at its bottom a coUedion of ice that 
is prodigiottily grand and ftriking^ 

It is from this magnificent Glacier 
that the Rbme takes its fource. Sit-» 
ting here at the foot of this immenfe 
mafs of ice, with a view of delign-* 
ing it, I was prevented by a very 
ftrong, dire^ and rcgMlar wind, which 
it wasi difficult to oppofe, and whoft 
cold was moft exceilively piercing; 
but it lofl of its force, in pioportioii^ 



I 
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M I rttreiflafl f^^td^r fr<»ifi iht h^tt of 
tbe tnoU'H^in^ till at laft I perceived 
no itiope of it ; the weather in the 
ms^in time was fsemaikably fi^e^ and 
Ate flcy entirely difengaged from 
eloitds. 

' The winds -tfieh which lafeonr con^ 

- imuaify to pafs thefe elevated gulkyfi, 

fometimes plunge to the foot of the 

mountains with more violence and 

iotfy 4han the hurricanes that ravage 

eor plains J and the hollows which 

Aey form are very eafy to be diftin- 

guifhed. They raife new ice over the 

ftldy ^4 projeiftions to that which 

before was even, and feem to give 

die whole affemblage of waves a pro*- 

* greffi ve movement and adtivi ty , which 

. V isnpoies upon our iight^ 

Such 
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" Su*CH b the principal caufe cf the 
form which time ice taises upon tb» 
GiacierSy ax»i of its aocamdifltum at 
tkeir fbet. Thok of O b a m o y M s tbem 
to prove it. Towards whatever pdiftt 
ef the compafs a Glacis i$ fituuedy 
yrt at all times £nd the wind blowiiig 
direfBy down upon us from it; and 
as this is the cafe with orery one of 
^Bxntj however oppofite^ it accounts 
for that variety of their ihapes, the 
firft iight of which ftriioes us £) won«* 
dcdEiilly. 

Aft£R this digreflion Qpon the ice 
in g^ieral, (which is i&ot fo fatiafac^ 
tory I own a& might be wifbed, but 
which the fubje^ feem'd to csdl for^ 
and inay pol^bly afford fome hints 
^o others ;) I think I ought to in- 

fert 



xrt THE AUTHOR'S 

fcrt an obfcrvatidn of Mr. De * R9^ 
ban CJbaiot, which he mentioned to 
me at Cbamounu I have faid in my 
relation, that the valley of Montan-* 
vert is only a quarter of a league 
broad ; but this gentleman has ob- 
ferved, that at the foot of the Dru^ 
there are feveral large paftures cover- 
ed with herds of cows, which the 
eye can hardly difcern from the op^ 
poiite fide : this obfervation leads ut 
to eftipiate the breadth of this valley 
to be at leaft three quarters of a 
league ; and in faft when I was the 
laft time upon Montahvert^ I found 
the obfervation to be juft. I was de- 
ceived by appearances that impofed 
upon every perfon prefcnt ; the moun- 
tains which furround this valley be- 

ing 
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big {o irtimeafurtbly vaft, that the eye 
is not able to eftimate its general ex^ 
tent with a fufficient degree of exa<3:- 
Aefs ; the- air likewife, on account of 
its parity, does not fend off objects 
fo fir, as below upon <he plains, but 
brings them forward by their bright- 
nefs, and thu« contributes to the illu- 
fion : they were thefe very caufes 
which continually deceived us in our 
ii<^aik along' the Needles. 

It is certainly a very great miftake 
likewife in any perfon, to fuppofe it 
poflible for him to afcend Mount 
Blanc : if its top, difcovered from 
Chamouniy does not feem to advance 
fo much, it is becaufe Mount Blanc 
does not (hew itfelf thercy what it 
really is, on account of our being too 

C near 
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near its bafe*. That this is the true 2\ 
caufe is evident from the following -j^ 
circumftances, that fo far from ap- 
pearing lower, when we are upon [y 
Mount Breven, it feems on the con- ^ 
trary to raife itfelf in proportion to -j 
our elevation ; and it is but three \ 
leagues from -CAamouni, that it ap- >j 
pears in all its majefty. I have feen 
Mount B/anc from the Fourke, at the 
diftance of more than a hundred 
miles; it there appears to rife fo ■ 
much above the chain of the Needles^ 

that 

* For the fame reafon that it is impoflible to judge 
of the height of the Monument in London, from the 
diftance only of a ftreet's breadth ; but fifty fuch 
buildings placed upon each other, would fall very- 
far fhort of the height of Mount Blanc, from its bafe 
in the valley of Chamouni ; the utmoft length of which 
valley is not more than between fix and feven leagues, 
and whofe breadth does not any where exceed three 
quarters of a mile. 
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that they feem only like a bank of 
fnow at its foot. 

If hitherto the feveral defcriptions 
which have been given of the mafTes 
and valleys of ice which one fees at 
Cbamouni^ ftriking as they are, have 
rather deterr'd travellers from vifiting 
it, than encouraged them, the reafon 
is, becaufe it is not eafy to conneft 
the ideas of rocks, and precipices, and 
ice, with thofe of beautiful, exten- 
five woods, rich enamell'd paftures> 
fields^ and gardens finely cultivated ; 
whereas in reality, this country fb far 
from being horrid, invites us even by 
its elegance and gaiety : it is beiides 
extremely healthy, and its waters arc 
good ; its warmth, it is true, is con- 
fiderably abated by the neighbour- 

C z hood 
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hood or the icc; but thofe who know 
the quantity of excellent honey fent 
annually from Cbamouniy (which be- 
gins to be prefer'd even to thait oiNar-- 
bonne) wiU have no doubts about th« 
agreeable tem{>erature of this valley ; 
and excepting fome it^ ofpenings of a 
iavage afpeft through the mountains^ 
thd jourftey is not fo difficult, fmcc 
they have begun to n>end the roads. 
Infhort, the inhabitants are civil, and 
not uninftrtr<fled, they behave with 
miK:h propriety in converfation, and 
there is hardly any country in Europe^ 
where good faith is fo general as here. 
What I have faid of the honeft people 
at Chamouniy is applicable to thofe in 
every other part of Savoy I have tra- 
velled over. The inhabitants of Clufe^ 
and of Sallencbe in particular, have a 

native 
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native fweetnefs and complaifance in 
their behaviour, w^hich renders them 
extremely fociable ; and all thefe dif- 
tridts have the happinefs of living 
under a very moderate Government, 
which protefts and leaves them to 
enjoy in fecurity the fruits of their 
labour. 
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GENERAL DESCRIPTION 

OF THE 

Valleys and Glaciers 

SITUATED IN 

The Province and Barony of 

FAUCIGNY in SAVOY. 

TH E view of Nature in her fim- 
pleft and moft uniform ap- 
pearance, never fails to have 
its efFefts upon an attentive beholder ; 
fuch impreffions become more agree- 
able, as the objects which excite them 
are more varied ; and that rich dif- 
play of beauty, in her lejfer elegant 
Defigns, induces a ferenity of plea- 

C 4 fure. 
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fure, which is ftill more captivating : 
but of ail the piiftitires Hit prefen^s 
us, thofe of mountains covered vv^ith 
eternal fnows, whofe fummits reach 
beyond the clouds, and whoie forms 
are fo majeftic, are by far the moft 
afFedting, as they fill the mind with 
an idea of her grandeur and fubli- 
mity. 

• 

It is eafy for a man of tafte to add 
to and cmbellifh works of art, which 
he propofes for his imitation; but 
his utmoil efforts muft fall fhort of 
equaling the greater models of Na- 
ture herfelf . This obfervation will 
be verified particularly here, where 
greatnefs and beauty are fo exquifitely 
united in the fame piece, that the ut- 
moft powers of Defcription can excite 

but 
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Jbut ^ .very faint, knperfcft rq>refcn- 
jtatioa of th^ inimitajbJe originals. 

Th e ideas n^en are apt to form of 
diftant .420 vMii tries, fjrom the relations 
of Travellers^ ^re generally raifed^v^ 
the tj^uth : t&eir i4eas of the Alps arc 
Wiiverfelly ieii?w it : except the com- 
inon paffages by France into Italy an4 
Qermany^ the reft are almoft wholly 
unknown -to ftrangers 5 thofe efpecially 
w«hich are in Savoy. The produftion^ 
-of itshie country draw but few perfons 
into it : the difficulty of the roads, 
<the Arait^ which muft be pafTed, tp 
go from one valley into another, in- 
fulafe (if I may ufe the expreflion) 
their different inhabitants : and th^ 
moderation of their defires, which are 
j>o.ui;Lded almoft by the necejjaries of 

life. 
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life, prevents even a wifli to go be- 
yond their limits. There are indeed 
fome few perfons among them who 
are drawn into the world by com- 
merce; butthefe, familiarized to ob- 
jefts conftantly before them, in the 
places where they have been witnefTes 
of their produftion, and lefs attentive 
probably to their forms, than to the 
inconveniencies arifing from them, fet 
very little value upon their beauties : 
with refped: to the neighbouring peo- 
ple in general, who live on the outfide 
of thefe Valleys, as the mountains 
which environ them, offer nothing to 
their fight but rocks and ice, they have 
not the leaft inclination to approach 
them out of curiofity. 

At the fame time how many fcenes 

are 
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are there highly worthy of our atten- 
tion ! fertile fmiling valleys, rich de- 
lightful hills, beautiful and even exr 
tenfive profpefts ; what variety of 
different forms ! Here a level coun- 
try finely cultivated, rifing hills with 
farms and villages, and higher over 
thefe a ridge of mountains : on the 
other hand, luxuriant meadows inter- 
fered by the Arvey which breaks into 
a number of channels ; whilft the eye 
conduced through the natural open- 
ings as through artificial viftas, travels 
on direftly to the diftance : or we look 
above the tops of neighbouring woods, ^ 

that Hoping from our feet, wind 
down into the bottom of a dale. 

The farther we penetrate, the 
more we are delighted with the 

beau- 
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-beauties of this fo.mantic region. 
The views become ftill more and 
inoM engaging as we advance ; every 
v^alley appears like a new country 
froBi its dijferent form; overfiang- 
ing rocks of a prodigious height, ajid 
torrents |;>oui4ng down in ifeeets froin 
their very fisbmmit^, are fuch wonders 
of Nature, as it 4s impofliMe to look 
OipOH without a maxture of ^ftoniili- 
ngten't and awe ; to height-en the pic- 
ture^ we may -add the different tints 
of rocks a4^d inountain^, their ccm- 
traft with the browner jcolour of 
die woods, and fhe whitenefs of the 
foow and ice, eipecially when en- 
lightened by the ^n ; their tops at 
fun-rife taking the fimilitude of melt- 
led iilver, and at his fetting that of 
gold, whiLfl: the refraftions of his 
rays by their angles, fometimes offer 
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fuck a variegated fplendar, as exceeds 
defcription — 

Mille trahens varlos adverfo fole colores. 

There is ftill a fingular emotioif 
which the fight of this cotintry ex- 
cites in the mind^ from the prodi- 
gious height of the mountains, which 
furround thefe valleys on every fide. 
Mount Blanc efpecially, produces a 
fenfation which is very difficult to 
explain. An obclifk of one hundred 
yards, appears of a prodigious height, 
yet we can form a tolerable idea of it 
from recollection or imagination only; 
but when that height is thirty or 
nearly forty * times increafed, upon a 

bafc 

* The height of Mount Blanc, from its bafe iu 
the valley of Chamouni, falls littk (hort of four tbo«* 
fand Englijh yards* 
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bafe proportionably maflive, which 
yet the eye .can take in at one view, 
the mind is almoft loft in the fubli- 
mity of its own idea, and no tongue 
whatever is capable of defcribing, and 
conveying juftly to others, the fuc- 
ceflively humiliating, elevated, awful 
feelings of the foul, upon the fight 
of fuch an object. 

Such are the beauties of this coun- 
try, which would probably have ftill 
continued unknown, but for the rude 
relations of its peafants, who bring 
us annually their honey and their 
cryftals. The frightful pifture which 
they gave us of their valleys of ice, 
and of their ftupendous mountains, 
thofe extraordinary accounts, (which 
procured thefe fnowy precipices the 

appellation 
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appellation of Les Montagnes Mau^ 
dttes *) excited the curioiity of two 
Knglijh gentlemen || , who relided fome 
time fince at Geneva. 

It was in the month of June 1741, 
that they undertook this journey, 
well mounted and armed, as if they 
were going into an enemy's country; 
they had the precaution likewife to 
take with them, not only ammuni-» 
tion, but provifions and baggage, and 
encamped in the open air, near Sal-- 
lencbe. There are ftill fome people 
at Chamouni^ who remember to have 
feen them under their tents, (which 
were pitched in a meadow by the 

banks 

* The accurfed Mountains, 

II The late Colonel Windham of Norfolk, and Mr. 
Pwock. 
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banks of the Arve) and keeping a 
ftrid: guard round their little camp ; 
a fpeftacle this io new and fingular to 
the good people of the cofuntry, that 
their wonder and aftonifliment at it, 
contributed not a little to the amufe- 
ment of our Travellers. 

The happy return of thefe gcrttle- 
men without any difagreeable acci- 
dent, and the defcription which Mr. 
Wyndham gave of their journey, ex- 
cited the curiofity of others to follow 
the example : but all thefe Travellers 
contented themfelves with going up 
to Montanverty defcending into the 
valley, and walking a few pacea upon 
the ice. It was referved for Mr. 
ProfefTor De Saujfure^ to be the firft 
who fhould have the courage and re- 

folution 
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Solution to penetrate acrofs the ice, 
to the very eiftrcmity of the valleys. 

Hi« various aad cxtenfive knoi^v^ 
ledge, and that happy talent for ab- 
iervation^ which he pofleffes in fo 
^eminent a degree, rendered his re- 
marks intereiling, ^d occafioned ft 
Retire to have them published, par- 
ticularly thofe whleh relate to the na- 
(tural hiflory of thoi^e places^ 



<&• •&• •tj^ '^ 

•^ -^ 'ijr 
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Route from Geneva to Sallenche^ 

THE Glaciers we are going over, 
are fituated to the north-eaft of 
Geneva y at the diftance of about lix- 
teen or twenty leagues, and are fur- 
rorunded with the higheft, and moft 
rugged of all the mountains of the 
Alps J namely, thofe which continue 
the chain from Mount Ceny to great 
St^ Bernard^ and from whofe fum- 
mits, if they were acceflible, one 
might difcover the plains oi Piedmont. 
The moft favourable time for this 
journey is the end of July, or the be- 
ginning of Auguft ; for at this feafon 
the lateft fnow« being generally melt- 
jed, leave the dangerous paflages dif- 
coverabk. If the traveller thinks 

proper. 
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proper, the journey may be made on 
horfeback, or even in a carriage, as 
far as Sallenche ; but he cannot pof- 
fibly have the pleafure of feeing and 
obferving every thing that merits his 
attention fo v^rell this way .as on foot; 
befides that he muft otherwife necef- 
farily be fubjefted to great precau- 
tions ; and it was for thefe reafons, 
that we made choice of the latter 
manner of travelling, in preference to 
the other. , 

Favoured therefore by the wea- 
ther, we fet out from Geneva early 
in the evening, and laid at BonnevtUe 
that night. This route, which is but 
five leagues, is both fafe and enter* 
taining. 

D 2 BONNE-^ 
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BoMNKviLLE, fituatcd at the foot 
cf Molij between that mountain and 
the rivear jlrw^ is the capital of Fau-i^ 
cigny^ where the Intendant of the pro-, 
vinee refides« As it was night when 
we arrived, the place appeared to us 
extremely agreeable; a £3untain in 
the middle of a large fquare planted 
with trees^ and furro^nded with houfes 
which feemed tolerably handfome^ 
their windows enlightened^ and the 
people civil and polite, all contri* 
buted to give us a grand idea of the 
place ; but the morning robbed it of 
^ part of thofe beauties^ which we 
thought it had poiTeHed* The houfes 
were large indeed, but rather in dc* 
cay; the principal church, though 
great, is in a bad Tafte, and that of 
iht Barnabites, though tolerably ele- 
gant. 
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gant, is very fmalK Their convent 
is the fineft building in the city. A 
bridge over the jirve, which we ctofs 
at this place in dur way to C/u/e, is 
large^ maffy> and woU built, conduct-* 
ing u8 by the footway into a valley 
about half a league wide, atKi twice m 
kligf through which the riytf wiAd» 
it$ couffe. axid oil tith &de of whofe 
b^ks are n^eadowi covered with 
ihrub^, and bounded by lofty moun-* 
tdn« enriched with woods. After 
an hour's walk, the country opens,- 
and forms an agreeable plain of an 
oval figuf e, the fliorter axis o( which 
may be about two leagues, th6 longer 
three : it is here that the Arve and 
G/^/v meet^ The Gjffh is a river, 
whieh, taking ks rife from the melt-' 
ing of the ice at the Glacier of Buet, 

D 3 tuns 



i6 JOURNEY TO THE 

runs by Tanrnge; it fwells exceed- 
ingly upon a fall of rain^ and abounds 
with trout s, fome of which are caught 
that weigh fourteen or fifteen pounds 
each. This part of the country is 
jreckoned to be the moft fertile, and 
bell cultivated of any in Savoy. We 
meet no Ihocking fcenes of want and 
poverty, and every one appears fatis- 
fied with his condition. The women 
are handfome, and drefs neatly, and 
moft of them wear a fmall ftraw hat, 
which gives them a genteel air. 

We ftopped a little beyond Songy^ 
a village about a quarter of a league 
in length, where there is a tolerably 
handfome church ; and, generally 
fpeaking, we found this route very 
plealant. The road from Songy to Clufe 

is 
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is highly entertaining : The nioft en- 
gaging points of view ; hills delight- 
fully enriched, iloping downs, and 
ridges of the fineft verdure, with the 
country houfes of citiss^ns, which 
catch the attention at a diflance, and 
enliven all the landfcape, ^fficieptly 
compenfated our labour; even the 
mind itfelf felt a moft agreeable re- 
pbfe from the fight of this valley, 
bounded-in by lofty mountains : It 
feemed to us a little world apart, 
where nothing was wanting to the 
happinefs of man. 

Arrived near Chfer we paffed by 
the foot of a rock^ which appears as 
it were fufpende4 above the road, and 
whofe brow is overhung with trees. 
It is reported that in this place the in- 

D 4 habitants 
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habitants of C^ once defeated a party 
of foreign troops, by rollijig dow» 
ftone^ upon them from the mountain «^ 
Farther on, we find a bridge acroft 
the jifve, but in a rained ftate and 
condition^ and near it isr a path cut 
in the rocki. by which the traveller 
k condufted to Annecy ; its top com-<- 
mand^ *a riew of the whole valley^, 
and even that of CtenevUy which ii 
fttxt through an opening between twa 
mountains,. 

Cluse is by no -means handfome^ 
nor has it much the appearance of 
being wealthy ; its principal inhabi- 
tants are Watchmakers^ Joiners, ^nA 
Shoemakers, but no people of faftiiott 
refide here. The town was for^ 
mcrly under the government of Savoy i, 
poffefled of the higheft privileges^ 
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was the capital of Faucfgny. A con^ 
flagration, which left very few of its 
houfes ftanding^ occaiioned part of 
the inhabitants to retncve to Bonne^ 
wile, with the Intendant of the Pro-«^ 
yince^ where they fettled; but the 
town has fince been rebuilt. 

The Clvfians^ who reckon about 
three hundred families^ {»:etend that 
their town is better peopled than 
Bonneville^ which may be the cafe^ 
though it is not fo extenfive; but 
the ftreets and houfes here, are not to 
be compared with thofc of Bonneville. 
The freedom of this corporation may 
be purchafed for the amount only of" 
a hundred livres of Fiedmrnt^ which 
gives the right of trading in cattle 
and other commo^ties, without pi^'-i 

ing 
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ing the duties and bridge-tolls^ as 
far as Suze. The Cpunt De Remilly 
was defirous of abpliihing this privi- 
lege, cxading the fame duties from 
its biirgefles as from ftrangers : an 
aflioa was brought, and the affair ar- 
gued in court* The Count has fince 
acknowledged the right of fuch as 
ftaid in Clufey but is unwilling to 
allow the claim of thofe who refidc 
zX Bonneville^ and the matter is ftill 
in litigation. 

The refidence of many of the in- 
habitants likewife in the country at 
a Gonfiderable diftance, where the 
comforts they enjoy are fo much be- 
yond thofe of towns, would foon have 
made them forget their fellow citi- 
zens the Clufia^s. Thefe were fenfible 

of 
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of it, and conceived the only means 
of recalling them would be by infti- 
tuting patriotic Feftivals and Games ; 
and fuch in faft is their .influence 
upon the heart, that they aflemble 
to them from all parts. Every year, 
upon the fecond feaft of Pentecoft, 
the citizens in arms, and in their uni*- 
form, meet tojhoot the bird * upon a 

very 

* This bird is ufually of wood, about the fee 
cf a pigeon, whofe breaft is covered with a plate of 
iron, but perforated fo as to be Inofely placed upon 
a ifaort fpindle, at the end of a maft upon an emi- 
nence. Confiderable honours and emoluments are 
given in many towns of Switzerland, to the perfoii 
who brings it down with a tingle bullet : At Laufanne 
and Lutry, upon the L^ke of Geneva, befides a re* 
ward of twenty crowns, it entitles him to an exemp- 
tion from a tax upon the purchafe of an eftate, pro- 
vided the purchafe be made within a year; and he 
has moreover the privilege of exempting one friend 
from the fame paymeBt; which advantages go on to 

the 
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fock. He who brings it down is ac^ 
knowledgcd Afcbot of the Bafoche, and 
the flrft ufc he makes of his power, is 
to create a free man « 

. The management of the affairs of 
this city, is vefted in a council con-- 
lifting of fottr fyndics> and twelve 
6ounfellors, who govern by written 
laws. Clufe has ftill a Marquis y but 
who can claim no other privilege^ than 
that of having the tongues of all the 
cows and oxen that arc killed there. 
I fhall conclude what I have to fay of 

thifr 

the viftot at thfc ne*t annual feftival. The reader 
probably has antrcipnted a comparifon of the (imtkr 
exercife, iti honour of Foftaclm attd 4^ckfftt. If 
may neverrhekfii be reftsrl&sd hi idvduir Q^ the Clu^ 
fiam particularly^ that the modern in^hatfan t« fupe- 
ffor in its motives^ oMre iMRnane m iv^ eacecci^^ atid 
nore honourable in its rewards* 
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this place, with obferving that the 
<:ity is not to be difccrned till you arf 
upon it« It hath before it the large 
fweeping * valley I have mentioned, 
pf an oval form, behind it and oi^ 
i)ne iidc lofty n^ountains^ which pror 
je£^, mi feem to meditate its defbruct 
tion^ 

At our departure from Ckf/kp on^ 
would have believed it impracticable 
to go tp Salhiche without croiling th^ 
mountain^ and we w^e Airprized to 
£nd a plain level roodi running in a 
narrow defile, between high niount- 
tains, that form alnoioft axiome above 
it : the pafiage between them ie filled 
up by the Arvi^ and the road thrcagh 
which we pafs ; but it opens infen*- 

fihlyj 
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iibly; the River enlarging forms a va- 
riety of fmall iflands^ and in fome 
places ther« are meadows between the 
road and the Arve : the farther we go 
bn^ the more the objefts are diverli- 
fied : we meet with rocks cut perpen- 
dicularly down their fides, whofe firfl 
appearance gives us an idea of fonre ve- 
nerable antique Building, ornament- 
ed with cornices and mouldings; 
again we come gt malTy fragments, 
which cbftrufted in their fell by 
othersj form in the fufpenfion vaults 
arid caverns, that are overgrown with 

ihrubs and bufhes: add to this the 
tread of travellers, the found of whofe 

Aeps is many times re-echoed, and 
the trotting of a fingje horfe fo mul- 
tiplied, that one might eafily. fuppofe 
there was a detachment of cavalry 
coming up upon full march. 
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Bu T what chiefly merits our obfer- 
vation in this route, is a moft magnifi- 
cent cavern, which the fun never en- 
ters, and which is hollowed into the 
middle of the mountain above Balme^ 
a hamlet about a league from Clufe. 

To arrive at it, we were obliged to 
climb this mountain, over thickets 
or rather underwoods, to the foot of 
the rocks. After feveral friiitlefs at- 
tempts to get up, we availed ourfelves 
at laft of the branches of a nut-tree 
that hu«g over, which we juft ma- 
naged to catch hold of, and placing 
our feet upon the end of a pole, held 
up by one of our coodudtors to the 
-cavern, by this means gain'd the top. 
What ideas did the fight of this place 
afford us ! Its front preients a large 

portico 
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portico foriiMd by die rocfo, with 
two entrafices i that on the left pretty 
liigh, but which goe* in, only n few 
paces ; wher e^ the other on the right 
finks into the body of the mountain^ 
and the ih^dows gradually deepen, 
till the fight is terminated by abfo^ 

ittte darkneft, 

FRBPAit«)) to wtw it, we lighted 
ieveral Hambemutt and followed our 
t^ondudoTs uedrr Ihe arch : a pa0ag« 
9t &rft of » cofi(td«rabl« width, but 
naffowing after we had advanced 
about iifty yards^ led w into cham'r 
bers of a very fingukr form, the fides 
of which were covered with a fhining 
varnifh, and glittered with a tho\>iand 
colours; croffing thefe chambers we 
came to a magnificent kind of chapeU 

formed 
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formed by the hand of nature, crown- 
ed with a cupola of bold conftruc- 
tion, and ornamented with a variety 
of figures : we find here ftaladrites of 
different forts, j«ts of a very hard 
fubftance, but brittle as glafs, and 
tnbes, fome of which are opaque, and 
others tranfparent : the walls in turn 
are likewife decorated with variety of 
ornaments, yet fo admirably, though 
accidentally, fuited, as not to inter- 
rupt a Unity of ftyle which is pre- 
ferved ^throughout the whole *^ 

E IM 

* The peculiar fuitabknefs, as well as a confider- 
able portion of the beauty of thefe ornaments, is 
rather to be fought for perhaps, in the elegance and 
harmony of the Author's own mind, than in the ob- 
jeds themfelves* In aU his defcriptions, he difco- 
vers that luxuriance and enthufiafm of fancy, whlcfi 
without inftruflions have conftituted him the Painter 
and the Mufician of Nature, 
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Ifi ono paft again^ we have co* 
Jiutnm on their pcd^als, others aver* 
turn'd, or fccmingiy fufpendcd, whilft 
others repre&nt in a verf pifturefquc 
inafimr» the miiu of a ma^aificenk 
palace* Turning to another part, 
you might fitncy yourfidf in an arfc* 
nalr with a^ profuiicm of arms ranged 
in diilfirent forms, difcoverahle by 
their fplendor; and on ev^ery fide 
alnaoft^ wotq brilliants, which fpark** 
Ung ai the diiierent movement of our 
light$|^iUlL aided the ailonifhing va-^ 
ricty. 

After having attentively conjS- 
dered, and always with a freih afto- 
niihinent, the beauties which this 
place prefented, we again went for- 
ward i and now counting up our fteps, 

and 
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Itn4 finding tbu we had advanced 
about four hundired paces, our CQ&'^ 
.dudprs reconiivended to .us to be 
mone cautious how we went on, a$ 
we . w^e ^praaching to a rtry deep 
hole in the middle of the cavern, of 
which indeed the hollow found of 
-oar voices gave us notice. Arrived at 
its brinks we ventured to throw down 
a lighted grenade ^ furprized at not 
immediately hearing the efie^ we 
watt preptfing to repeat the iame^nc^ 
periment, when after a minute and 
a half s expedation, we were ai^o* 
niihed with the loudeft report ima-- 
ginable : hltppily for us, there were 
fome flambeaux at fuch « diftance, as 
not to be affeded by the exfdofion, 
which extinguifhed all tho& that 
were near^ even the thick volumes 

£ a of 
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of fmoke which came up from the 
bottom, ^ might alone have been fuf- 
iicient to extinguifh them 5 but ta- 
king the precaution to carry fome 
lights farther off, the exp^'iment may 
be made without danger. 

From thisabyfs we advanced four 
hundred paces farther into the moun- 
tain, till flopped by the waters, we 
were obliged to return back the fame 
way we came. There are in many 
-places heaps of cryftalized matter, of 
a pyramidal figure, which fometimes 
interrupt the paffage, and thefe heaps 
or mafies, which are formed by wa- 
ter dropping from the top and fides 
of the cavern, may in time wholly 
ilop up the road. Such was the efFeA 
of our long ftay here, that at firfi: com- 
ing 
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ing out of the mountain, the air ap- 
peared to us of an extraordinary fplen- 
dor, ^nd to vibrate as from a con- 
flagration in the night. 

• 

After warming ourfelves in the 
fun, we defcended the rock by the 
fame means we had employed to af- 
cend it, fome of our conduftors being 
ready, to receive us below. We then 
croilcd the reft ■ of the mountain 
through woods, with much labour, 
and were often under a neceffity of 
Aiding dqwn the declivity of hills, not 
without feveral falls, in which fome 
loofe fragments of rocks join'd the 
party : to fave himfelf trouble, one of 
the company rode down upon a large 
ftone, which carried him fafe to the 
bottom. The time we ipent in ex- 

E 3 amining 



32 JOURNEt TO THE 

amining this cavern was at Jeaft four 
hours. After taking a little repofe 
at Bahne^ we continued our journey 
in the road to Salkncbty wWch offered 
us different objects, and procured u& 
new pleafurcs* 

From Ae foot of a heatitifiil caf^ 
cade, we had the view of a large and 
lofty mountain, feated upon a hafe 
finely cuT:trvated ; lower down were 
meadows, corn-fields, wood^, houfes^ 
which fecmed to*conteft the pleafure 
of delighting us % whitft feveral little 
iflands formed by the AroBy cloathed 
with a verdure which, fets off the 
whitenefs of its fends,, and the valley 
of a confiderable extent, offer to the 
man of tafte and fentiment, a com- 
pofition of objedrs that touches him, 

and 
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and gives his Qiind a fatisfaAion and a 
pkafure^ which may be felt much bet« 
tcr than it can po0ibly be dektlbed. 

At jfbme diftance from this fpot^ 
we pajfJed the village of Magknd^ the 
moil agreeable we had yet &en. The 
women of the place» who are hand- 
fome^ added to the agreeablenefs of it^ 
and the gracefol fimplicity of theif 
manners^ itiil heightened the beauty 
of their perfons. The inhabitants are 
tradeimen^ who enjoy every conve« 
nience^ 

A LEAGUE farther^ we ccmtem- 
plated with iingukr pleafure the fine 
cafcade of Nant iArpenaz. It is a 
torrent which falls from the fummit 
of a. mountain with a prodigious 

E 4 noife, 
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iioife, amongft rocks remarkable for 
their colour *of mufk and cere, and 
for a concentric form, that ferves as 
a dired:ion to the fheet of water, 
which nevcrthelefs is detached atmofl 
to the bottom : this water, difengaged 
from the mountain by projecting 
rocks, falls perpendicularly upon a flat 
ledge that divides it into a number of 
branches, and forms in fhort the moft 
beautiful cafcade *. If there happen 

to 

* Its fall from the top of the rock to the bottom, is 
faid to exceed eleven hundred Engliih yards. 

Upon reading the defcription of this cafcade with 
a gentleman who is pef fe^ly (killed in the Welch Lan- 
guage *, he was little lefs'furprized at the n^me of it, 
than at its ejstraordinary. height ; l^ant in that Lan- 
guage fignifying a Brook or.Rill, any ftream of water 
that is not large enough to come under the denomi- 
nation of a River. As this obfervation favours the 
opinion of the IVdck Language being derived froai 

the 

* The Rev. Mr. Pryfc of Nor&'ich. 
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to be but a (lender ftream, and the 
:<vind is high, one fees it feparated from 

the 

the ancient Gaulijh or Celtic, we have taken the li- 
berty to add an extract of a letter upon this fubje^^ 
which was written in the year i^ji, toa perfon whom 
it IS our higheft pleafure as well as duty to honour. 

** fhe long contejl among fke learned, ivheu and by 

•* vikom Switzerland was firfi peopled, feems at length 

to he determined in favour of the Gallic or Celts* 

efpecially with regard to the Pays de Vaux. Moft of 

" the names oftowntand villages in tlie Canton of Bctnc, 

have been lately analyfed by a learned author, ivho has 

found that their Etymology, traced in the Celtic^ 

gives in general a defcriptiou of the fituation of each 

particular place, by its vicinity or relation to fome 

Mountain, Spring, or River, ivith refpedl to the ge^ 

neral fertility of the foil, or the ufual product of its 

" lands', 

'* He has endeavoured to carry his refearches farther : 
*' to determine from what places, and into what parts the 
"^r/? Helvetians emigrated, after thiy came into this 
** neighbourhood ; and the names of towns fiill ferving 
" as a clue, he has found that villages, which with re- 
*' gard to their fituation, had any thing analogous to 
*' thofs in thefouthofSmncThnd, were hi Berry, Poic- 

tou 
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the monntain, and waving like a rib-> 
band lighdy agitated; and i( was m 

this 



«• 






** fimil4kr^^-4VbaU:v€r degree cfereiii mdy be due tothi^ 
** hind <f tt^molqgical pr^f, me caMot kdp heing pr$r 
*' p€kred by it t6 beUroe 4i^ e^fhma ^f ihi Fad« iMch 
*' isfitid toftOfiJt 4t this day im the Nonk rfl^ly. Tht 
md9nkun6itif face ^ this cewtfry, renders U as proper 
t9 freferw 4» 40uiem dialed, en thai fff the Alps, hg 
the Tteighbcurhdd rfy^tfmst^ emd the fame caufe hoe 
prvduced ihisjkme ^e&^-'^moetg the fsUns if thm 
** Cdaon ifUcttkCp or^ rentmmiitg te thi4 dey., mt onff 
**fQme vtords purefy La^n dr GveeJt* -but many AbfcH 
** lutefy Celtic. There it a difficulty ttr Account for M* 
'* Grtek 'wordt in partietfhr getting tkithtr, but after 
** all, it is p^0le that thefe iu^hi be oxtpmlYf Celtic. 
*' A Welch gentleman ivho paffed through the mou»tuinr 
of the Ccmton ef Berne^ in order to fee the Glaciers^ 
ajfurei nu, that the M<Mint{|iiieers Jlill i^e man^ 
<« 'Wfirds that are purely Welch* fheji etcampies Jerve 
*' to conform me in the opinion, that the Celtic, cf which 
" the Welch is a Diale£f,faid to differ little from the 
** mother tongue^ ivas the language at Ucfi cf all tha 
^^foutk'W^ cmhlries ofEurope.**^ 

It 
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this agreeable form we had the plea- 
fure of furveying it. Arrived at the 
village of St. Martin, not far from 
Salknche^ we croffed the Arve again 
by a ftone bridge of a naoderate fize. 
An iBfcription imports, tliat having 
been thrown down in the year 1733^ 
it was rebuilt in 1736. 

Route 

It may be obferved from wliat is feid by the in* 
geaiDus writer of this letter, how uncertain the po« 
l^&Q is, that the Wtlck ia SraagMi arc defbendeil 
from BrHi/k Emigrants' about tbe fourth century : 
There werd' probably fome Defecirdants of the firft 
Celtic CplonrftSy who fettled in Tourain and PoiSfou^ 
then remaining, who might lonf before ihat time have 
crowed the Lmrt, in the neighbourhood of Nams, and 
fettled ill a colle£led body in Breta^ne, where they 
were joined by their brethren from this kingdoni, 
wbofc anoeftors might have embarked from the coafts 
of the fame province tntoCpmtvatl, Waks, heUndy 
and the Ifle of Man, and from thence probably into 
Scotland^ in all which places, 'lifter dialfe£l^of theGT* 
ticy continue fo many living languages to this day. 
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Route from Sallenche ta Pricure, in 
the valley of Chamouni. 

TH E city of Sallenche 9 where wc 
lodged, and which is upon the 
right of the Arve^ iVi afcending to- 
wards its fource, is in an agreeable 
fituation. The people of Clufe main- 
tain that this city is inferior to theirs, 
but the pretenfion is excufable only 
in a native of Clufe : for Sallenche is 
not only more agreeable, but alfo 
more extenfive. The church here is 
the largeft of all we have feen in 
Fauctgny ; it contains fome tolerable 
pi(ftures, and rich ornaments, feven 
altars well decorated, and a kind of 
cenfer of filver gilded, weighing fe- 
ven 



^ 
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ven pounds, which was prcfented to 
them by a German. 

This city was formerly only a ham- 
Jet inhabited by a few tanners, but has 
gradually increafed, and efpecially as 
they tell you fince the deftiruftion of a 
city, which was about a league diftant, 
called St. Denis. The Burgeffes of 
Sallenchej are lords of their own Seig- 
niory ; the freedom of the city may 
be purchafed for thirty livres, but 
colls fifteen more for the regiftering. 

It forms two fraternities, that of St. 
^oc, and that of Sallenche, and is di- 
vided into four quarters; the firft 
trades with Geneva and Switzerland 
in cattle, the fecond in cloth and 
wool, the third in different utenfils 
of iron and copper, and the laft fur- 

niihes 
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niXhes carpenters, mftfons^ and do-^ 
meftic fervants, for every d^rtment ; 
thefe for the moft "part go to ferve 
at Paris^ but as £>on as they have 
ticquired a ivmlerate competency, 
return again to iettk ia their own 
country* 

Sallenchb has jfeveral very con^ 
iiderable fairs^ particularly for cattle % 
and the inhabitants of the neighbour^ 
ing villages are frequently coUeded 
here, to the number of eight or nine 
hundred. The corporation is go- 
verned by a council of twenty-four, 
virith four Syndics at their head> and 
their Prefident muft always be a 
Gentleman. The chapter has been 
founded almoft feven hundred years, 
it is con>pofed of twelve Canons^ and 

four 



GLACIERS OF SAVOY. 41 

ibur fuprrior dignified Pricfts;^ the 
Dan is ^ perfon highljr rcfpeAed. 
TMs chapter is rkk^ having in its 
pofleffioQ tibe lordfhips of fcfreral viU 
lages and diftri£ts, among which is the 
yiklcyc£C£ugmotmi. There is moreaver 
at SaUmcbe^ a coovent of religious 
Uff^ines^ and one <^ Cafucbms ; the 
latter is near the road;» and hath on 
the outiide a chapel dedicated to our 
dLady of Confolation, under whofc 
Aatue w^ read this infcription : 

¥aus qut It Chi cmrpBne^ if la 9Vrr# nveri^ 
Filk du TQiaPutfmnU tf M^re d$/on FiU. 
Vous quUl dai^na lui'meme impeller noire Meri^ 
Dtttgnex de vas enfans ecarter hs perils^ 

* The En^ifh reader may form fome idea of 
Popifli Divinity, from the following almoft literal 
tranflation of thefe lines. 
C Thotiy ^9ib9m Htam^n doth crimjn mnd £arih rtvere^ 

Th* Almiibtfs Daughter, Mnher •fhit Son^ 
1*h0u ivhom he deign d to call our Mother here^ 

FroU^ thy ^bildnuy and the Mother ^ivn* 
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A RIVULET, which they call SaJ^ 
lenche^ flows by this city, and falls 
into the Arve below the bridge which 
I mentioned our having croflfed. In 
going to the valley of Cbamouni^ it is 
neceflary to repafs it, and follow the 
courfe of the river, which expanding 
dtfclf here confiderably, forms fomc 
large iflands. 

In the tradition of the country, this 
valley was formerly a lake ^ and its 
appearance renders it not at all im- 
probable. The land is for the mo ft 
part ftill a marfli, and mujl continue 
fuch, fo long as the Arn^e is without 
regular mounds to confine itschanneL 

Departing a little from the 
courfe of the ftream, we meet with 

feveral 
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feveral fmall hills covered over Mrith 
Hates, vsrhich ^e peafants make ufe 
of as tiles. The oppofite bank is well 
cultivated, prefenting a very agree- 
able profpedt; there are fome lands 
laid out in vineyards, but the richeft 
villages and diftrifts, are thofe which 
have none, whofe inhabitants live 
upon the produdt of their milk and 
their cattle. 

In proportion as w^e advance, the 
landfcape puts on a new face, and the 
oppofite bank no longer fmiles upon 
us. We have mountains before us 
covered with dark firs, and lands 
which the Arve alternately overflows 
and defer ts ; yet thefe form no un- 
pleafing contraft to the tillage, the 
meadows, and the habitations upon 

F our 
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tations upon our road ; and fet off 
the little village of Pqfi\ which ap- 
peared to us far from being an un- 
pleafant place. The lovers of antient 
monun^ents will not be difplcafed to 
read the two following infcriptions, 
which being fouhd when the church 
was building, they have worked in- 
to the porch. They are in a fair 
charafter, and feem to have been 
written about the Auguftan age. 



MARTI 
A. ISVGIVS. A. F. 
V0LTVATVRV5 
FLAMEN, AUG 

il. VIR. aerarI 

EX VoTo 



martI. avg. 
pro. salvte 
.L. vIbi. l. fIl- 
flavinI. 
L. vIbivs. vestnvs 

PATER 
if. VIR. IVR. DIG* 
ilirvIR* LOCP. p. 

EX VqTo. 



Thus 
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Thus far we had travelled with- 
tout a guide upon the journey, but the 
ways which from this village begin 
to be more perplexed^ obliged us now 
to take one, under whofe conduft we 
ftruck on the right hand acrdfs fome 
meadows and vineyards, by a path 
which conducted us to the public 
road. Our route Was no longer over 
a plain country, we were conftantly 
obliged to afcend and defcend alter** 
nately; but although this was fa- 
tiguing to us, the different objects 
which offered* themfelves to our view 
had a fpirited beauty, which made us 
ample amends/ The road is often 
overfhadowed with trees ; we mee| 
with brooks of the clearefl and moft 
refrefhing water, and paifed fome tof* 
rents, whofe mUrmuTs joih'd to tho 

F 2 ruilling 
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to the ruftling of the leaves agitated 
by a frefh gale, which blowed from 
the mountains on the eaft, gave us 
moll agreeable fenfations : continuing 
our w^alk in this manner about three 
hours, we arrived at an eminence, 
upon which, on one hand we difco-» 
vered a fmall lake, and looked down 
upon the Arve^ which was foaming 
in a large deep hollow on the other^ 

i,. 
Seduced by the beauties of this 
fpot, we ftopt a while ta reft our- 
felves. A gentle breeze juft moved 
the furface of the Lake, the banks of 
which on one fide, have a rude ap- 
pearance, with an air of melancholy, 
whilft upon the other is a fmiling 
meadow, brought forward by the 
ground of feme delightful woods. The 

water^ 
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water, drawing down in eddies, bounds 
and fpouts between the rocks, and 
kailens to precipitate itfelf into the 
Arve, which heaves and ftruggles 
along with difficulty ; the fwooing 
murniur of the fir-trees upon the 
mountiSdns, added to the bright ap- 
pearance and diftinguifhed afpedt of 
their fnowy fummits, of which we 
now began to form fome idea ; each 
of thefe objefts taken feparately, and 
much more all together, made a 
ftrong impreflion, and fpoke in the 
moft lively manner to our hearts. 

From this engaging eminence, the 
road divides into tyfo branches ; one of 
thefe defcends in a flralght line to the 
Arve ; the other, turning to the left^ 
carries you to Serve, the laft village 

F 3 in 
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in the valley of SaJlexc&e ^ having 
paiTed in my firft journey by the onc^ 
and in my laft by the other, I am 
now going to defcribe them both. 

In paffing from the little lake ta 
Serve, we take the left hand road^ 
which condu<fls us acrofs a hollow, 
like the bed of a great river, whofe 
bottom is covered with large pebbles 
andfragmentsof rocks, amongft which- 
there wind along fome flender ftreams. 

The appearance of this place feems; 
to intimate, that there was formerly 
a colle<5lion of waters upon the moim- 
tain, which having burfl the barriers 
and brokea down the mounds that 
flopped its courfe, at laft forced it^. 
. way, carrying with it in its paffage,. 

the 
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tfee earth and ftorics of which we now 
fee the jremains« 

There is ftill one valley more to 
pafs before we arrive at that of Cha^ 
mouniy the little valley of Serve. This 
village is fituated in a beautiful plain^ 
well cultivated, and which produces 
excellent crops \ we pafled it at the 
time their fields particularly call for 
the attention of the hufbandman^ and 
even demand his care ; but this rea- 
fon did not prevent the civility of 
thefe good people, who left ^vtxj 
things to come and bid us welcome. 

At fome diftance ixoxix Serve^ wc 
crofled a torrent, and fome rocks of 
a black ground ftreaked with white 
grooves* The general form of thefe 

v* F 4 rocks 
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rocks has much the look of a ruined 
fortrefs ; they diftil a thick glutinous 
water, and one finds there a kind of 
green and yellow mofs, of ufe in 
painting; Going out of this fmall 
Canton, we again crofled the Arve^ 
and a little farther is the place where 
the road, which remains to be de- 
fcribed, unites with that we have 
now paffcd. I retiu-n then to the 
little lake upon the eminence. 

Quitting its banks, we defcend- 
cd by a road, rather fteep, to the 
jirve. This river is not any where 
very rapid : obftruded and confii^tsi*^ 
by large rocks within its channel, it 
roars, it foams, and pours down in 
feveral cafcades. 

We 
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We paired it at this place by a 
flender trembling wooden bridge * ; 
but to enjoy a fine view, it is necef- 
fary as foon as we are over, to coaft 
along the bank toward its fource, to 
about the diftance of an hundred and 
fifty paces. We there fee the river 
precipitate itfelf near fixty fctt, and 
cover by its fall a confiderable extent 
of furface. The rocks which are on 
the right hand, and which are called, 
La tour de Barriy produce likewife a 
fine effedt ; the name indicates fuffi- 
ciently their fteep and perpendicular 
form : fome of them projeft, rifing up 
ifmfi the bofom of the water, others 
are as if fufpended in it, and the 
little trees which grow upon their 
ridges, add ft ill more to the beauty of 

the 

* This is called by ll)C inhabkar*ts the GoatU Bridge* 
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the compofition; the force of the 
water,, and its noife, which is ter- 
rible, fhake even the rocks upon 
which we ftand. 

After having fatisfied our. curio- 
fity with this profped:, we refumed 
our road through heaps of broken 
rocks, along a valley which rifes in- 
fenfibly, and immediately entered into 
a cool refreihing wood, from whence 
we difcovered, on the left hand, the 
little valley of St. Michael y where we 
foon arrived, and which is feparated 
from the valley of Serve only by a 
chain of rocks, which at moft are not 
above a thbufand paces in breadth. 

There are fome few habitations in 
this valley, but that which merits 

moft 
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ft 

moft to be feen, is a mine of copper, 
which after being worked for thirty- 
years, is now abandoned. We halt- 
ed upon the green turf before a cot- 
tage, from whence the appearance of 
Mount Blanc was moft pleafingly afto- 
nifhing ; the greater part pf it was 
hidden from our view by clouds ; its 
top alone was vij&ble — The ilhifion 
was compleat — It feemed another 
world defcending upon oxir own* 

It is at the going out of this little 
Canton, that advancing towards a de- 
file, between fome rocks and the 
Arvej we arrived at the place where 
thefe two roads which I have been 
defcribing, reunite. From this point 
of their reunion, the route continues 
rifing into the defile ; the roaring of 

the 
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tht jirve, ftill more obftrufted and 
confined, the appearance of a moun* 
tain wholly covered with black firs, 
every objeft-^ave us the idea of a 
frightful gloomy >defart ; however at 
laft, after croffing a little wood, we 
difcovered a green plain, from which 
begins the valley of Chamouni. The 
lights this valley, crowned by the 
higheft mountains in Europe covered 
with, eternal ice, the whitenefs of 
which contrafting the deep green of 
the firs, and that lighter and more 
agreeable colour of the herbage, ftopt 
our walk for fome time. We were 
jiever tired of admiring the fine efFedt 
of this landfcape. 

Crossing nowa fmallftream (the 
water of which reddens the ftoncs 

over 
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over which it flows) and a wood 
which was adjoining, we difcovered 
the greater part of the valley, which 
extends from weft to north-eaft, in 
the form of a crefcent ; what ftruck 
us firft, were the heaps of ice, which 
defcend from the higher valleys, 
even into the plain; we next per- 
ceived fome fcattered groups of wood- 
en cottages, with churches, chapels, 
and curates houfes, which being al- 
moft the only edifices of ftone, are dif- 
tinguiihed at a diftance by their white- 
nefs. The road is ftraight^ bounded by 
a fort of pallifades made of flakes 
driven into the ground, and interwo- 
ven with branches of the fir-tree : a 
manner of hedging which is better 
than ours to proted: the fields from 
cattle, and their owners fear no other 
invaders. The inhabitants who were 
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at this feafon employed in their fields 
and gardens, enlivened and compleat- 
cd the landfcape. 

After two hours walk, we once 
more pafled the Arviy and fitting 
down to reft us near a brook that 
empties itfelf into it, we heard a moft 
prodigious rumbling in the moun-^ 
tains, which' we took for the efFetfls 
of thunder, though th^ air was all 
this time ferenc ; and we judged the 
tempeft, though at prefcnt on the 
other fide of the mountains, yet 
would certainly come up and overtake 
us, but we were agreeably miftaken, 
and were afterward informed, it was 
Qccafioned by the falls of fnow, 
which feparatcd from the Glaciers, 
roll down fomctimes to the bottom of 
the valleys. In ihort^ we arrived fafe 
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jbi the evening at Prieure, the moft 
x:oniiderable village of Cbamouniy 
.which receives its name from a fmall 
Priory eftablifhed there. The fre- 
.qucnt journeys w^hich the curiofities 
of this place have lately occafioned, 
raifed a wifh for a decent houfe of re- 
ception and entertainment for ftran- 
gers: and an honeft . careful widow 
has for fome time provided one, in 
which we were accommodated very 
much to our fatisfa£tion« 

The valley of CbamQuni is between 
iix and feven leagues in length, and 
ijot above a quarter of a league in its 
greateft. breadth, in fome places not 
above four hundred paces : and the 
Arve pafTes through its whole length : 
the inhabitants are about fifteen hun- 
dred 
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drgd fottl^ ; it contains-tKfee parifhes^^ 
that'of 5/. Joirej Prieurfy zndj^^n- 
Uere, which together form a commu- 
nity, governed by fevtn Counfellors 
and a Syndic. . The Chapter of «St?/- 
/encAe, as I faid before, enjoys the 
lordihip of this valley ; it fupplies the 
churches, and draws revenues from a 
country, which does not feem capable 
even of ^fupporting its own inhabi- 
tants. This chapter was heir to a 
third part of every man's eftate and 
effedts, whoidied without children, 
but the community has bought oiF 
this right, for the fum of thirty thou- 
fand Piedmonteje livres, about twelve 
hundred and fifty pounds fterling. 

The inhabitants are worthy, civil 
people, and tolerably well inftrufted; 

there 
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there are few am^ngft them but are 
taught to read j they are alt poor e- 
4)ough it is true, but ho one begs here> 
^r goes ©ut of his country to do it, 
4ind kw-fuit«^ are unknown. Their 
lands, their cowa, and thek bces:, »« 
all their riehcs; what trade they have, 
confifts in hemp, cryftal, hoaey and 
cattle ^ their lands are well managed, ' 
and they employ their cows in the til- 
lage of them;. They fbw in the month 
ofMay^ and reap in the month of Au- 
giift : they have no vines here, and very 
*few fruit trees of any fort ^ but their 
foil produces oats, rye, barley, and a 
fmall (]^uantity of wheat 5 the land, as 
it is light and open, is plowed oaly 
once in the year, tho' they manure it 
with great care and labour. It is 
fown with corn five years fucceffiveJy, 

C ^after 
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after which it refts the five fucceed- 
ing years, as paflure for their cattle. 
They drink the water of the Arve^ 
which is frefh and pleafant ^ it has a 
whitiih appearance indeed, yet with- 
out any bad eiFefts * ; while they at- 
tribute to the water, of a neighbour- 
ing fourcc, a fpecies of weaknefs to 
which tlie inhabitants ci a hamlet 
oppolite Prieure^ on the other fide of 
the Arve^ are fubjeft. In fliort, the 
ravs of the fun concentred in this 
valley, occafion a fufficicnt degree 
of heat for three months in the year, 

to 

* The fwelled throat, fo peculiar to the inhabi- 
^nts (%f the Mp$t and whkh is almoft general in the 
Pays de ValUis^ 4s fuppofed to be occafioned by the 
thtcknefs of the waters, impregnated with a clay, 
that carries fome noxious falts along with it, whkk 
foiil aad ftop up the glands. 
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to compenfate in fome meafiire for the 
unprolific coldnefs of their winters. 



> 



The fame evening we arrived, the 
people of the place, who are ufed to 
conduft ftrangers over the mountains 
and Glaciers, came to offer us their 
fervices. Thefe conductors generally 
carry in their dorfer, every thing 
which the traveller may have occafion 
for : their fpirit, agility, and flrength 
are furprifing, and in fhort their af- 
fiflance in thefe excurfions is not 
barely ufeful, but abfolutely neccf- 
fary : they ought not however to be 
taken at random, as there arc fome of 
them doubtlefs who have more know- 
ledge and experience than others. 
We engaged one to condudt us up 
Mount Br even the next day : this 

G 2 moun- 
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« 

mountain, which is very high, it 
oppofitc to Prieur/, and it muft have 
been ftill much higher, if we may 
jtidge from the rifts, and fallen rocks, 
we faw an its fufnmit. The reafon 
which induced «s to begin our difco^ 
veries from this mountain was, that 
heing oyer-againft the magnificent 
chain of the Glaciers, and the neareft 
to their fituation, we could have a 
better general view of them from its 
top ; and as it was prudent to avail 
•ourfelves of the weather, which then 
promifed to be fair, we got up an 
horur before day-light, and the in-* 
ilant it appeared began to aiceiid the 
mountain. 



Different 
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PiiFerent excurlions in the val- 
ley of Chamouni. 

Of the Mountain called Brcven, 

THIS mountaih, of which the foot 
is covered with a few fir trees, 
and feme brufliy underwood, is en- 
tirely bare at the top. We were five 
hours and a half in climbing it, by a 
difficult paffage amongft the ruins^ 
which fall from time to time down 
its fides J fome of thefe fragments are 
huge, mif-fhapen blocks of ftone^ 
and others flat, with fliarp edges ; no 
path is traced to its heights : xi> 
arrive at one of its fummits, there ' 
are three embrafures in the rock, 

G 3 which 
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which are fo nearly perpendicular, we 
could hardly believe this was the 
paflage, but our guide affuring us it 
was the place at which Mr. De Sauf^ 
Jure had climbed the mountain before 
us, we then took courage: as the fur- 
face was covered with fmall pebbles, 
which flipped from under us, it was 
neceflary to underftand how to take 
advantage of the clefts and fiflures of 
the rock, in fecuring our hold, and 
placing our feet ; it was infinite la- 
bour ; the fweat ran down our faces ; 
the inftant we fometimes thought 
ourfelves perfedlly fafe, in having 
grafped the folid rock, the edge would 
deceive us, and break off in our 
hands ; or the ftone upon which we 
fet our foot would efcape, and we 
were carried down with the rubbifli ; 

' but 
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but thefe accidents, which might have 
• been attended with bad confequences, 
(as we came off unhurt) rather ani- 
mated than difcouraged us, and be- 
came at laft a matter of amufement ; 
more efpecially when we thought that 
our conduftor was upon the watch 
two hundred feet below, and ready t» 
receive us ihould we Hide down fo fert 
this indeed never happened, and we 
got fafe to the creft of the mountain** 

The fatigues of travellers are no* 
always fully rewarded, but the'ie dif- 
ficulties aver„ what beauties were 
difplayed around us \ The air upon 
the fummit where we flood was per-^ 
fe<aiy ferene and bright, whilftthe 

G 4 valley 

* The inhabitants have imce difcovered a way lefs 
dangerous. 
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valliey under us exhibited a very difi^ 
ferent appearance ; it was covered* 
with thick clouds, at this time gilded^ 
by the fun, and moving with rapidity 
on either fide of it ; and as his power 
became ftronger,^ we could fee them 
feparate, and forming themfelves into* 
different fleeces, make their efcapeby 
the feveral openings between the* 
mountains*. 

If the plain afforded fb agreeable: 
and Angular a fight, the height in: 
its turn gave us fome perceptions al*- 
together newv We had the magnifi- 
cent profpcd of a chain of mountains> 
equally inacceffible, and covered with 
icc; and above the refl that of Mount 
Blanc J whofe top feemed to reach,, 
and even pierce through the highcfl- 

isegioa': 
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region of the clouds^. The chain, 
Hpon whick thi^ mountain looks 
down like t giant, is compofed of 
maffes of rocks> which terminate in 
pikes, or fpires called the Needles ; and 
which are ranged like tents in a canup ; 
their fide^ appear lighter^ and mo^e 
airy, from the ornament of fever^I 
hollow breaks and furrows fretted m 
the rock itfelf, as well as from the 
different ftreaks and panes of ice and 
(how, which without changing the 
general charadler of their form, or the 
majefty of their appearance,, give thenx 
a pidturefque agreeable variety. Low- 
er down» the eye fiirveys with ravifli- 
tntnt, the giUs of ice,, and the feveral 
Glaciers, extending almofl; into the 

* We counted five. The firft fituatcd at the foot 

» ■ 

•f Mount Blanc, whieh dicy call the Glacier ^^f^ 



68 JOURNEY TO THE 

plain ^ whilft this appears like an ar- 
tificial garden, embellifhed with the 
mixture of a variety of colours. In 
fhort, we have a pifturc ^ oppofite to 
this chain, which is^ fornied by in- 
numerable mountains at the diftance 
of near fifty leagues, between whofe 
tops we haye a glimpfe of thofe fe- 
veral plains which they environ* 

It was upon this mountain we en- 
joyed that fine fight, which two 
months before afforded Mr. I>e Sauf^ 
Jure an experimental proof, in one of 

the 

Boijfons, or Fojfons ; the fecohd die Glacier des PeU^ 
Tint, at du pUin'de l*Aiguilte\ the third the Glacier 
d&s Bois, or de Montanvcrt ; the fourth that of Argeu^ 
tiere ; and the fifth the Glacier du Tout, or in the 
country language du Tord; the laft of which isdiftant 
froHi the firft about five leagues and a half. 

t What would k be then could we afcend the ium- 
mit of Mount Blanc ? 
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the moil remarkable phasnomena of 
Nature. As the ikies began to blacken 
and threaten'd a tempeft, whilft he was 
upon its top, he was curious to fee 
the effefts of it, and for this he did 
not wait long ; he foon found him- 
{t\{ naturally eleftrified ; but appre- 
hcnfive of danger, at feeing the light- 
ening form itfelf too near him, he 
was obliged to haften quickly under 
fhelter. 

With refpeft to ourfelves, with- 
out any fearj at prefent of the confe- 
quences of fo terrible a phaenomenon, 
we heard a long continued rumbling 
noife, like that of thunder, which the 
lilence of the place where we flood 
rendered ftill more awful. The ava'^ 
lancbes of fnow, which feparated from 

the 
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the tops of the mountains^ rolled 
down, bounding^ to the bottom ^ 
confiderable fragments of the rocks^ 
which followed them, overtumiiif 
others in their fall > mafly blocks of 
ice, confolidated by returning Tvin- 
ters^ which precipitated from the 
higheft fummits; torrents, ftreamsof 
driven fnow rediKred to duft, pufhed 
on by the force of the wifids,. and 
hurl'd aloft into the air ; thefe toge- 
ther, were the principal caufes of the 
noife which we heard; though we 
beheld at the fame time the effefts of 
a thunder ftroke upon our own fum- 
mit, which had penetrated its furface^ 
and fhivered even the pebbks of it. 

According to the moft general 
cftimatioix, .we were in thi^ fituatioft 

raifed 
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raifed nrar twdv€ hundred toifes a- 
bove t]w l^vd of the lake of Geneva, 
whidi is more than twice the height 
of Sakve *. This exceffive height^ 
and douhtiefs the neighbourhood of 
the ige which fiwoiind^d us, except 
-oa one fid* f, made ui feel the moft 
piercing cold. It was now two of 
the clock in the afternoon, and our 
thenoMQieter waa only four^ degrees 
above o; we wer^ never thelefs en- 
tirely at our eafe, and took our repafl, 
which the fatigue we had gone thro', 
and the purity of the air we breath- 
ed» rendered delicious* 

It 

* The higheft point of Salevs, a mountain diftaiit 
a'^out a league from Gsneva, k five hundred and 
twelve tolfc:s above the level of the lake, 

+ \ fay, except on one fide, becaufe we had fum- 
«its of ice like that oiBuet behind us^ of which an 
•aocount will be ^iven hereafter. 
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It was not without regret we faw^ 
the moment arrive, when we muft 
quit this fcene : we threw one part- 
ing glance over all thofe magnificent 
objefts ; which we never could be 
tired with furveying. We looked at 
one another, in expreffivc filence ^ 
our eyes alone could fpeak what we 
had feen, and told what paiTed in our 
hearts ; riiey were affefted beyond the 
power of utterance. 

• 
We now had infinitely more anxiety 
and trouble in defcending, than we had 
in getting up ; perplexed, fhaking anxl 
trembling at every ftep, our danger 
painted itfelf in all its terrors. W^ 
neverthelefs came ofif with fome flips ; 
but it was four hours before we arrived 
at the bottom, though we ran part of 

' the 



^ 
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tlxe way. It was night when we 
peached Prieur^^ where we found the 
^ood people of the place had been 
ibme time uneafy *, looking out with 
anxious expectation, and were then 
Juft quitting their houfes to come 

to 

* They were the more uneafy, as fome days before, 
one of their townfmen had been taken up dead. 
This poor man, having learned diat Mr. ProfeiTor 
De Saujfttre was expeAed at Chamouni, formed a de* 
Uga of climbing the mountain, with a view of cha- 
iing a Chamois, to prefent bim at his arrival i but he 
liad the ill fate to fall from the top of a rock. Mr, 
De Saujfure, touched with his misfortune, and the 
"diftreiTed fituation of his family, confoled them by 
his gcnerofity, making very con'fiderable prefents to 
the widow and children. I had this account from the 
inhabitants themfelves, who take every opportunity 
•of exalting his generofity and affability of behaviour 
to them upon all occafions ; and fuch is the refpe^ 
they :bear him, that they never fpeak of him without 
taking off their hats. 
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to our afliftance^ apprehenlive that 
we might have met with fome un- 
fortunate accident. > 



'Viw'' Vft^ ^^uf Vi/ Vi^ 
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Galley of Ice of Montanvert. 

< 

HAVING taken this general fur- 
vcy of the Glaciers, we deter-*^ 
mined to fpend the reft of our time 
in examining the conftrudtion of each 
of them particularly, and to begin 

with the valley of ice called des Bois. 

« 

FsOR this purpofe we afcended 
Montanvert^ the mountain oppofite to 
Mount Br even ; it is lefs high, lefs 
fteep, and more agreeable, being co- 
vered with beautiful fir trees, many ' 
of which we faw had been thrown 
down by the winds. The northerly 
winds blow with the litmoft violence 
through the valley in the fpring, and 

H the 
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the fouthern winds in autiunn ; bijt 
that which^ they raoft di:ea49 is a wirwl 
from the Eaft, which pouring through 
the ftreights of the mountains, plunges 
towards; their i^^U teaf s up by the 
rop.ts. Of overturns aH the tsee^ in ita 
way, agsd not »ocoRiB¥>»ly* Kve?b«- 
rated; by fooxe- other Q9i>9untain which 
oppofcs i|s paiTage^ it: r«^i;ns i^. ed- 
dies, unroofs the houfe^,. anjii does, 
infinite mifchief. Wc had the good 
fortune ^low^^t to^ exp^i^nc^ none 
of it:S fu^y y the av v^as p^rfeftly 
cali^ the whole tim^ we ft^A ^ ^h^ 
pUa^x a»d g^ye us a^ opfprtuijity of 
^<>yk^g in fec^ri^y,. the fight of ite 
extraordinary objeifts* 

We now lx>oked over an entire val-* 
l«y oJ^ ice feveral leagues in length, 

and 
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5u>d a * quarter of a league in breadths 
At the diftance of about three leagues^ 
it divides into two branches^ that on, 
the right extends behind die moun^ 
tain$ commanded by Mount Blanc^ 
and the fecond^ turning to the left» 
goes on towards Val d'JioJie. 

A SEA violently agitated by a jftorm, 
and arrefted by a fevere fudden froft, 
might well reprefent the appearance 
t)f this Glacier ; the waves, hardened 
by fucceeding winters, are fbme of 
them of a dirty, and others of a clear 
white, divided by oblidjuc fiflures, 
which appear of a. tranfparent blue. 
The waters murmur as they run along 
thefe clefts, Teveral of which are very 
deep, and new ones frequently are. 

H 2 open* 

^ Sec the Frelimiaary Difcourfc, p. xn. 
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opening; the prelude to thefe new 
ones, is a loud burfting noife; and 
probably the melting away of fomc 
parts at the bottom of the Glacier, 
occafions the cracking upon its fur- 
face. This valley is formed by high 
mountains, which terminate in Spires 
or Needles, and thefe have all dif- 
ferent names ; oiie is called F Aiguille 
du DrUj another P Aiguilk du Gouti^ 
a third is called le Moiney and a fourth- 
k Geant : ibme of them have the form 
of obeliflcs ; but the Dru, which fur- 
pafles them all in height, is a moll: 
, munificent pyramid. . ^ 

At the extremity of this valley, is 
an Amphitheatre, compofed of very^ 
lofty mountains, which clofe it ; at 
the tops of which there is an appear- 
ance 
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ance of a gallery, adorned with feve- 
ral ftatues, ranged in a fort of fym- 
metry; and it is here that the cryf- 
tal is generally found,* furrounded 
with a greenifli earth or mofs ; it has 
not the form of a Die as in America ^ 
but .of a colurnn of fix or feven faces, 
and is always terminated in points. 

There are rocks, which fometimes 
breaking off from thefe Needles ^ tum- 
ble after feveral bounds upon the ice. 
We faw an Avalanche of fnow, which 
was inftantly reduced into a cloud by 
a guft of wind; and there fall like- 
wife from thefe mountains, feveral 
torrents of water, which form little 
cafcades, the fight of which is ex- 
ceedingly agreeable. We defcended 
afterwards upon the ice. 

H 3 The 
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The fearth at the edge of this v^- 
ley *, is white and friable like chalk ;. 
they call it ferpentine. It is aftonifh- 
ing at this place,^ only to look at the 
height of the ice ; its waves refemblc 
little mountains,, heaped upon one 
another, fome of which are not lefa 
than from forty to fifty feet high : it 
is difficult to make our way over 
them at firft, but in proportion as 
we advance farther up into the valley,, 
. thefe waves of ice infenfibly deereaie 
in height,, and become more even. 
We found here the bones of a poor 
Chamois,, which was brought hither 
no doubt by an Avalanche^ The ice 
fcems to encreafe every year,, and the 

old 

^ Probably from tRc form of its ftrata, or fjcom 
fome refembla&ce it bear^ to a fpeeies of marble fi» 
called* 
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*»ia pfco^e of Ghamouhi aflUred us> 
thit forii^rly it Wa« poffible to pene^ 
trate fromti^ extteioiily of t^is val- 
hjy even *o ^i?/ iA^Jk^ which the 
tattt accttttiUlation of ice has rendered 
-at prefent impra<ftiGable. 

Tjtbre wt tw& CQuies whkh ap*- 
pdared t6 ttiB t© keep the fee eternally 
in this vdife^i its height, and its 
fituation. The foil of the valley of 
CMmiUTii is aboiit three hundred and 
forty toijfefe above thfe levfel of our 
lake ; this height^ join'd^to the efieA 
of the mountains, covered with fnow> 
which ftirreund il^ renders the air 
tery ihai-|>> and the winters long. 
Its fituacidii Mverthelefs, from weft 
to eaft^ iJk^ofes it during the fummer 
ta right <af hiiie. hours fUiifliine, 

H 4 every 
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every day for feveral months, and his 
rays refledted from the mountains, 
.occaiion a very confidqrable heat; 
but the valley of ice is. elevated about 
three hundred and fifty toifcs higher 
than that of Cbamouniy whilft its ex- 
tenfion from fouth-eaft to north-weft, 
and the prodigious mountains it has 
upoa the fouth fide, permit the fun 
to fhine upon it but a few hours in 
the day, and this only in the height 
of fummer, when he is near the tro- 
pic ; at which time his rays do but 
juft glide oyer it. 

After having walked upon the 
ice near two-thirds the breadth of tJie 
valley, we contented ourfelves for the 
prefent without going farther, and 
re-afcendcd to repofe ourfelves near a 

fhocking 
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ihocking hovel, which our guides 
called . the CbaUau de Montanvert ; 
after which we took the road to Pr/- 
eurdj with lively impreffions of what 
we had already fben, and an eager 
defire to penetrate to the extremity 
of this valley. 



•jfe* "^ •§• "^ 

•3^ 
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T^e Gtackr des Pelefins* 



AS it was our tkfign to vifit every 
thing iht^reftiAg ^t Gbamouni^ 
a lift we were favoured with by 
Mr. Profeflbr De BaufarCy. ferved for 
cur direction > and the Glacier des 
Pelerim was propofed in it^ as well 
worthy of our obfervation. This be- 
ing the higheft in the chain com- 
manded by Mount BlanCy and like- 
wife fo near that mountain, that it 
might even ^e reckoned a part of its 
bafe, we deterrhined to afcend it, and 
to range from this Glacier along the 
foot of the Needles^ all the way ta 
Montanverty where having pafled the 
night, we might defcend the next 

morning 
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morning into the valley of ice^ and 
penetrate as far as poilibie. 

To execute oar defign, we macfe 
choice of four guides^ one to conduA 
MS to the Glacier des Pelerins^ and the 
other three to go the fame day to 
Montanverty to prepare for our recep- 
tion^ and to accompany us afterwards 
into the valley ; fuch was the plan we 
followed. We fet out very early in 
the mornings upon the fame fide of 
the valley with Mount Bianci and af^ 
ccnded thro* a forcft of fir trees. In 
this walk we pafled over confiderable 
tr»fts, where whole woods ravaged and 
deftroyed, painted to us the terrible 
effects of thofe Avalanches^ which ire«- 
quently roll from the mountains, and 
particularly in the fpring. Thefe 
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.Avalanches are formed of fnow, driven 
by the winds againft the rocks, where 
the quantity is accumulated, and fup- 
•ported by their ledges and ^projec- 
tions, till fucceffively increafed, both 
in extent and depth, to a prodigious 
fize, at laft they overcharge the bafe 
.which kept them up, : break off by 
•their own weight * and falling with 

z dread- 

* There arc other caufcs, both of the accumulation 
aad fan of thofe vaft mafles of £now, than what are 
here given. Vide Rechercba fur les Modifications de 
tJtmofpkere, torn, ii, p. 195. 

In crofling over the Mps, more efpecially during 
the fpring, the jingling of the bells upon the mules^ 
is frequently fuiRcient to bring down the Avalanches, 
which in narrow defiles obliges the muleteer to take 
them off, and march with the utmoft iilence and cau- 
tion, under thefe threatening precipices; or where 
they are likely to roU beyond the road, and reach 
the declivity of the mountain, to (bake them down 
by the difcharge of apiftolj before he^ ventures to pro- 
ceed on his way* 
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a dreadful crafli, thunder down into 
the valley, carrying every thing with . 
them in their way. There is fomc- 
thing very grand, and at the fame 
time frightful, only in the fight of - 
thofe prodigious falling mafles, which • 
the wind,^ occafioned by the velocity 
of their motion, re^nders ftill more 
horrid : It is a torrent that nothing 
can refill, raifing clouds as it were of - 
fmoke, and whirling it in vortexes to ' 
the fkies, which it darkens and even 
hides ; hopelefs the poor inhabitants, 
whofe dwdilings are too near: they 
are certain either to be carried down, 
and crufhed with the mafs, or buried ; 
alive with their families and their 
cattle. Several of thefe Avalanchts 
ftill prefervc fome memorial of the 
cataftrophe they occafioned, a^ they 

retain 
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re^n the names of the places thejr- 
have nuaed or overwhelmed ; one for 
inftance is called the Avskncbe de la 
Ctmdre^ or des Noi/etkres^ and another 
the Jlva/ancAe 4ks In^ikrons ; the for- 
flaer of which appears to he near a 
<jwarter of a league over. It was not 
till after a walk of four hours, that 
we at laft arrived at the Glacier des 
T^krim^ which is called likewife Qk^ 
€ier du plem de rMguilie. 

The Qladers^ as, hath been before 
obferved, are beds of ice, more or 
lefs thick, which are lodged upon the 
gentler declivities between monntaitas. 
Thefe beds, increafed from time to 
tiiBe, become of a confiderable extent 
and thicknefs ; that upon which we 
now were, is abQUt fix hundred yards 

in 
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isk: Jeeg^ from tap «© feottora^ aad 
may be Mtemi hiim^«d 3^ards in 
breadth. We croifed ov^r it: it k 
iep»ated in npuany places by rifts and 
clefts^ of wbkh tberc is no diicernr- 
ing tbe bottom ; bat upon carefully* 
examiiiM^ thiem> tbe<oew ice may be 
readily dMi^iogiiiiihed from the old : 
tb^ new iai wfaite^ and at moft not 
^bot^e jQx feet thick, wbereas the old 
below it, is of ^a bluifli colour. It is, 
n^eceflajy to be cautious in walking 
ufOA tj^ it^ k to ftrike with yctup 
fta^ff beiQte ypi^ pJ*eftyo«ar foot> ai^d 
to. fefe it when; it can be dow upoxr 
the ^^«elli?ng part$, which their con- 
vexity in j[eneral riders more firm : 
this attention is; neceflary likewife, 
becauib the clefts are fonaetimes con- 
ce^ied by fmOx iWw«^ b^t what baf- 

iles 
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fles all precaution^ there feeqis be-* 
fides to be a danger from the burjfting 
open of new clefts, which are fome- 
times made without the leaft notice 
to expeft them. We were now ad- 
vancing farther up upon the Glacier, 
when all at once a rolling noife like 
thunder under our feet, occafioned us 
to retire with precipitation, the fame 
way we came : but if we had reafon 
to be afraid of what might . happen 
under us, what we faw above our 
heads did not fet our minds altogether 
at reft : thefe were the Needles, be- 
hind which we heard a fullen rum- 
bling found, with now and then a 
fharp redoubled crack; and feveral 
rocks thrown down at no great dif- 
tance from us, were a demonftration 
of the danger we were in! In our 

hafty 
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hafty retreat, wc found a butterfly 
dead upon the ice, * and faw fome 
Marffidtts^i which we 'were upon 
the point of taking: two Chamois 
afterwarxls made their appearance^ 
but at our approach retitedj, as if with 
a reluctant flownefs, to the heights 
of tiieir mountaips. We^ tpok the 
fame road they did, aicendipg pretty 
high; and made no dp^^^ pf our ar- 
riving in a fhprt time at the foot of 
the Needier, as Mount Blauc did not 
appear very diftaat : what a miftake ! 
^e reached them* indeed, but not till 
q^er a long hour's tirefome and fa- 
tiguing walk, 

I Region 

* The Marjaoit km animsl of tls Gils, or Rat 
kind, about the fize of a fmall hare ; it remains ia a 
torpid ftate, like the Dormoufe, near the tops of the 
rocks during winter, and is fo benumbed and iaac* 
tiveupon firft coming out of its holes, as to be eaiil}* 
caught. 



1 
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Region of the Ch^nois^ 



'. » > \ 



IfOt^riofts ^^Ik dkng ih^ b^ of the 
Needed /(? Sifwrttfjirvert. 

•T|^HE: yi«w of the Needks froiw 
Jt th<}if #DOt, was a moft rarifti-ng 
fight- J but wheA iVe reflefted that 
from th^ir fu«imits> the plains ©f the 
fouth, the norths and thcr ca# were to 
be difccrficd j bow mortifyirtg to 
think them inacccffible F ^hatareff- 
lefs inelitration did it exicfte*, tcy at- 
tempt at leaft, to fet a foot oponr theif 
he^ds.* My mind was ftrongly agi- 
tated; atnd Icyokhtg it fbem wit^ a. 
longing attention, I thought 1 iaw a 
pofiibility of doiilg it : urged forward 

bjr 



r 
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by this flattering inflant hope, I Cur-m 
mounted with determined refolution 
every obftacle the rocks oppofed in 
my way, and mounting over the heaps 
of ruined fragments, I at laft attained 
a ridge of that pike which adjoins ta 
Mount Blanc. 

« • 

The elevation I had now gained. 
Was moft exceedingly delightful ; but 
the profpeft differed little from our 
ifitw upon Mount Breven : I was far 
from being fatisfied; J wanted to gtt 
rid of that immenfe rampart, which 
hid from me the plains toward the 
fouth : redoubling then my ardour, 
I climbed afrefh with inexprefiible 
fatigue from rock to rock, and with 
the caution of a reptile making its 
way upon feme briftly plant, I infi- 

I if Duated 
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jftuated along the traces of thofc or- 
namental winding crypts, which gave 
thefe maffcs all that lightnefs we ad- 
mired from Breven; till aftonifhed 
with the prodigious height at which 
I faw niyfelf, and ftill more with what 
remained for me to do,/ 1 at laft dif- 
jcerned the full extent of my ability. 

But I was fufficiently rewarded for 
my trouble, by the beautiful pidlure 
which was before me-; higher than 
the Br even, my view extended over 
that mountain to the weft and north ; 
near me^ and at my feet, were the 
valleys of Cbamouni, of St. Michael, 
of Serve, and of Sallenche \ farther 
oif I difcerned the valley which fepa- 
iate« the two Saleves *, and faw with 

an 

* Two inouQtains near Geosva^ 
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an aSedliotiate regard, which it is 
impoflible for me to cxprefs, thofe 
parental plains upon which Geneva is 
feated, its. beautiful lake, and in fhort 
the whole extent of Mount yura, to 
the fort of Ecluje. On my fight were 
the valleys of the Pays de Vallais^ half 
of which only were difcoverable, and 
that immenfe chain of the AlfSy 
which defcfibing a curve, is termi- 
nated at FourkCj and Mount *S/. Ga- 
tbard. 

The purity and clearnefs of the 
air, free from the exhalations of the 
plain, enabled me to fee all thofe ob- 
jedls with fuch diftindtaefs and pre- 
ciiion, that I conceived it would have 
been eq/y for me to trace them in a 
Drawing ; but I foon loft myfelf by 

I 3 this 
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this very circumftance ; fiich a num-^ 
bcr of obj^s were too mach brought 
togethcr> aitd croudcd under my cyes^ 
&> that nothing kept its due diflanccf^ 

i HAD left my companions at the 
Foot of tfee Needles^ and could fee the 
little lake upon whofe border we had 
appointed to reft ourfelves; it was 
impoiffibie to diiftinguidi them ^ but i 
eould hear the report of their gun, 
which was the lignal agreed on. 

I WtNT down again with much 
viRxisStY ^^^ \^(X0c : tke Aones^ tiie 
rocks nolled ^uder my feet, and { 
diared ^fi^ t^ft my^lf even to fosise 
rnoi^iifto«ts %Mades H^ich ibemed to 

tfver 4ft b& to tke bottoiii, amd fo^n 

I rejoined 



^ncy. S^l^ ii^oB a 49li|;;i»t|^l ^1^ 
x>f ^0^^ ^e CQ^k OHr f^a^ at -tjl^ 
iorder of the ifiJ(^ who(€ w»ter if jol' 
^n ixxX^vii^ celda^ifSf aad ?li^feicl^ is ^-r 

^idks: m^ of thefe ill |3ia^*^wi»r 

iijpow ojw .aAtwtipni it w^bs fiiftinr 
gtviflicd and -bcpug^t ^n|;ra|-4> ^y # 
gUzing of the jTOjOfft ^ra^p^f^en^t \c^ 
whicti Added gf^^y *P the offed: ^ 
an ab}€<a in ^If ^cjcoee^^ptgly «^gr 
aificent *. 

a view f^f this if^qupi^jd^, of wrhioh ^ fropt thgt 4t 
prefenteJ is ^s X^^ m ihat of Molh whicli Ippks.tp* 
ward Geneva 5 and whofe covering of ice was fo per- 
ItAly clear, 4b»t«the foikgp-irf its-pUsts, -ifhe vei^s ef 
the Tppkft^ an^ ith^ iv^rki^s }Qt}oi|9^ rf agie oj;^ ^iih 
fo iQuch '(plend^r #n(i ybrilU^nce^ -that it ^ight .l^e 
taken for a work of art, if its immeniity did not in* 
Jbmty'^rbid the fuppofiiion* « 
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* » • 

From hence we werd to go to 
Mmtanvert^ where according to- our 
plan, we were expected r it was two 
o*clock before we itt off; we had to 
pafs the whole chain of the l^eedles 
over fallen rocks ; the road was bad> 
and never were we fo mitch deceived, 
in the eftimation of diftances; what 
appeared to us to be no more than 
half a league, was always twice as far, 
and the jutting parts of this chain, 
w^hofe .points ihut over one another, 
threw us into continual errors. It 
fecmed that having reached the point 
which offered. itfelf immediately be- 
fore us, we fhould foon be at the end 
"of our journey; and when encou- 
raged by this hope we had Attained 
it, fome new projeftion, notkfsdif- 
tant than that we had fo refolutely 

gained 
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gained/ oppofcd itfclf to lengthen oui< 
fatigue. The views however/ at all 
times moft engaging^ were both beau- 
tiful and fublime : Above us, we had 
the pteafure of feeing a torrent of 
fnow precipitate frona a . rock ; fix 
hundred j/rards below us, was the re- 
gion of lofty^r^ ; four hundred yards 
beltyiD tbeji^ was that oi Larches, v^hilft 
ourfelves were in the region of thei 
Marmotts and Chamois % very much 
out ofi^ our place, as is evident from 
the labours and difficulties we expe- 
rienced, which fometimes almoft 
weighed us down. Perpetually de- 
ceived with refpeft to diftances, con- 
ftantly walking over broken rocks, 
either ragged, or cleft, or edgy, fre- 
quently apprehenfivc of being carried 
down along with them, or of taking 

a falfc 
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the xdcft ^f ^ ypock, (iwilidi it is ina- 
poffible silvays to bt ccrtm of ^irfad'- 
11^^ md 'ofien bilged to run zcraSs 
conftderaUe fpaoes wiiddi the iBtensA 
ocpedkkm, ito dbtpe dihc dsmgpr from 
j^a^ofJscAe^^ .or di^e f allijaf of the 
iKDck^, k wds tvxt tiU .^fibar .a iaho- 
rioius walk <3f £11^ iboiirs in J^m .na^asb- 
jier, that we fnet'pw mt»<, the far- 
Y3tnt we had e^gs^gfod to uttetud U6 the 
who4e jourjaey. -Onr j©y -was ^eci*- 
pirocal ^ he had hoen at .Mmtnnveri^ 
and was ^comiag ^p w ie^ch of 12a. 
3iV?e ibon after difoos^sned rthe w»l&esy 
of ice a4: tike ibattoosu ond <at ^hft \tlie 
hovel tof MoHturmerff ^luch ^^kk mr 
had now >the jsieritiof ttbe ftat^ieft 
ChatMU:: it mm not jbowever tiaM 
a£ter itksee qmirl»r$ laif 4111 jwtirV 

walk* 
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walkingt that We reached it, though 

we went down very fafi. As it was 

in this place we were to pafs the 

night ; the third companion of our 

journey waited for us here, with our 

guides: they had brought us all the 

neceiTary proviiions ; but the fight of 

this valley of ice, and the extrraie 

ccddne& of the air, which he was un«^ 

ahk to fupport^ determined him to 

quit d)e mountain^ and return to 

Chamouni. It was not without tniich 

concern we faw him leave us, the in- 

ibmt ahnoft we rc}omed, and were 

]ti&. going to enjc^ the nobkft prof* 

pe<%s. The guide w3io had attendool 

us the whole day, went down at the 

fame time; there remained then ^vdy 

my firft cooipanion, nor dameftic ier« 

vant, thuee gni(fe$, and a£3fiphfird« 

We 
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We faw with much tranquility the 
approach of night ; the air was cakit 
and ferene, and the ftars now glitter- 
ed in the iky, when we {tt down to 
our fupper. Seated upon the turf,^ 
or upon ftones near a large fire, we 
admired the fplpndour of the hea-^ 
venly bodies, whiqh in that horizon, 
bounded and confined by mountains,- 
feemed to glide away^with more thanr 
ordinary fwiftnefs, and give place to 
others. 

Invited by fo many extraordi- 
nary objedts to meditation, fatigue 
alone could at laft oblige us to. take 
re'pofe. They had prepared a bed for 
us in the cottage, which was nothing 
more than a nich in a large ftone, 
the fhepherds had inclofed by a wall 
: .\ without 
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witKout mortar, and in this two per- 
ions only could ihdlter themfelves 
from the weather. Our people in the 
mean time were ftretchcd about the 
fire, with no othqr covering than the 
flcies, and in fome meafure better off 
than ourfelves, who ^jrere expofed to 
the piercing feverity of the wind, 
which forced through every crevice 
of the wall. We were frequently 
under the neceffity of going out to 
warm ourfelves : and in imitation of 
•our guides, prefenting fometimes one 
fide to the fire, and fometimes the 
other ; in this manner we waited for 
the morning* 

It appeared, bat its appearance 
was for fome time doubtful, becaufe 
the rays of the fun, which almoft 

inftantly 
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inifaintly enlightened the tops of the 
mountains, had all the filver pale« 
nefs of a nioon-Hght ; an eifeA which 
was occaiioned by the whitenefs of 
the fnows and ice^ whofe colour in 
thefe places is the predominant tone 
of every objeft. 
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SECON0 DESCENT 

INTO THE 

IcET Vallby of Mokttanvert, 

And eKtuzotiimiy Pa^^e over it* 

"lltyFE defccnded intD the valky^ 
about three qmattcrs of an 
hcmr zBcr ikn-rife^ when the EttgRJk 
Jhnii tovrkiich we paid a vifit^ re- 
cair^ with rnnch Tt£pc& the iirfl: dif^ 
coteries ^of Meiirs. Wit^bam and Po^ 
irock: how incofifidenible, .when com- 
pared with whai W£ promifed onr« 
iclves a £ght of t yet fbarcely hod wg 
gained oor feet upon tBc ice, when 
we found oirr&lvcs retarded by the 
idjdt^y that opened Quite acrofs the 

valley 



ia6 JOURNEY TO THE 

valley. We pafled a number of them 
With the uttnoft gaiety and fpirit; 
but others foon appeared, it feemed 
impoflible to cleat; nor could we 
even look at them without terror. 

6 4 . » - . 

ur guides accuftomed to fuch ob- 

jeft's, ventured over boldly ^ provided 
with a ftafF or pole of feven or eight 
feet only in length, they fprung with 
an amazing ftrength, agility, and're- 
fblution, and encouraged, . and in-' 
ftruded us to do the fame. Thd 
farther we advanced, we met with. 
epcnings wider yet, as wellas deeper,* 
and where even our guides were un- 
der a necefTity of taking every poflible 
precaution. In fuch cailes they ge-! 
nerally placed their pole horizotatally 
under the left. arm, with- the longer 
part of it extending, backward; fa» 

that 
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tliat if they ihould not have fufficient 
ftrength to reach the farther fide, 
they flood a chance at leaft to be fuf- 
pended by it : one trembles at the 
idea only of fuch an accident ! Hap- 
pily no misfortune befell us, and we 
gained the middle of the valley : our 
exercife ftill rendered us more adtive, 
and habit gave us courage, which in 
truth was neceffary every inftant. 

But a chafm we now arrived at, 
caufed us infinite perplexity , its 
depth was about eighty feet, and we 
were fl:opped near half an hour upon 
the brink, by new difficulties, and the 
apprehenfions of our danger: oneof our 
guides at laft, and my companion leap- 
ed it; for myfelf, L dared not follow' 
them, and the want of refolution c#ft 

K me 
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me many a fatiguing round. This 
difficulty happily furmounted^ wc 
flattered ourfelves the worft was over, 
when all at once we were again fur-» 
priced with mounds of broken ice, 
and chafms, of which we fcarcely 
could difcern the bottom: we climb- 

m 

cd however, not without great diffi- 
culty, to the top of one of thefe con- 
fufed heaps, never once fufpefting 
what it led to. It looked into a void 
of a prddigious depth, which feenied 
to fever this from all the other mafles. 
We flood motionlefs, to find the fitu- 
ation we were in, and what hazards 
we mufl rifque to pafs it : never was 
prefence of mind more necefTary ; we 
threw oijr eyes in filence over all the 
objedts near us; we meafured their 
extent, remarked their fbapes, their 

promi-^ 
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prominences, and the grafp they could 
afford us ; every advantage was con- 
fidered, and at length by ftridt atten- 
tion^ we difcerned a hole, as if it had 
been digged into the ice, appearing 
like the entrance of a mine that had 
been worked ; and as we perceived an 
outlet on the other fide, it raifed our 
fpirits^ There was danger ftill, ia 
trufting to fo frail an arch, for fuch a 
diftance, which might upon the 
flighteft fliock, or even upon the 
ilightefl: noife, fink in at bottom, or 
break down above and crufh us : we 
drew ourfelves however gently thro* 
it, and by means of this precaution 
paflTed it fafe *• 

K 2 Wb 

* The author is not fo clear in his account of this 
Pafs, as might be expefteJ from his genendl accuracy 
of defcription. 
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We now were foon to fee an end 
of thefe alarmmg hazards, and of our 
exceffive labour. Arriving near the 
fall of rocks upon the ice, we em- 
ployed ourfelves in fearch of cryftals ; 
all thefe rocks are filled with fuch 
produAions : and we could difcern 
the beds, or broken caverns they are 
formed in, at the fummits of the 
• mountains. The farther we advanced, 
the more we faw of objefts to ad- 
mire j yet furrounded by thefe beau- 
ties, we could not but refledt with 
horror, at the fight of this eternal 
frozen lake, its yawning clefts, and 
deep abyfles; whilft the niountains 
that environed us, whofe antiquity 
impi-eflied a reverential kind of awe, 
the gradation of their flpping fides, 
which fometimes ended in a headlong 

preci- 
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precipice, the variety of their ftupen- 

dous rugged forms, together with 

thofe piles of ice, and rocky frag^- 

ments, which broken from their 

t. 
points, had rolled into the valley, 

ftruck us with amazement : in fhort 
we were confounded at the thought ^ 
of being in a place thus fevered from 
th6 world by* fuch enorfnous bul- 
warks, where their reigned a deep 
and univerfal filence midfl: a thou- 
fand dangers. 

Horror ubique animos, fimul ipfc filentla terrent. 

As we now proceeded on, the val- 
ley was expanded virider, and the ice 
became more even : but although 
we had already walked upon it four 
hours, from our fetting off, we had 
not yet reached the place at which 

K 3 the 
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the valley is feparated into two 
branches : we gained this point how- 
ever at laft : what a pifture was be- 
fore us ! we were furprized to a de- 
gree of tranfport, and incapable of 
expreffing our admiration, but by fre- 
quent acclamations » 

We beheld a fpacious icey plain 
entirely level ; upon this there rofe a 
mountain all of ice, with fteps af- 
cending to the top, which feemed the 
throne of fome divinity. It took the 
form moreover of a grand cafcade, 
whofe figure was beyond conception 
beautiful, and the fun which fhone 
upon it, gave a fparkling brilliance to 
the whole ; it was as a glafs, which 
fent his rays to a prodigious diftance : 
a poliih'd mirrour, upon which the 

objects 
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objefts were defigned with fuch a 
perfedl mixture of light and i(hade, as 
javifhed our fight ; and to compleat 
the beauty of the profpeft, this even 
glafly lake was crowned with moun- 
tains differently coloured, and enli- 
vened by a varniih of the cleareft ice : 
thefe altogether, formed a compo- 
fition of the moft delightful fplendid 
objefts, heightened by the deeper co- 
lour of a fingle neighbouring moun- 
tain, which grjidated from top to 
bottom : whilft this again was inter- 
laced^ with dreams of fnow, whofe 
winding currents caft a luilre from 
the fun. In fhort, thp whole of this 
enchanting view was terminated with 
the rocks of cryftal, and by others, 
all whofe feveral tints were richly 
and profufely varied^ 

K 4 New 
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New beauties ftill continued to 
delight us, aftonifhed as we were at 
prefent, by a number of objeifts fo 
magnificent and vaft. 

The valley on our right was or- 
namented with prodigious Glaciers, 
that {hooting up to an immeafurablc 
height between the mountains, blend 
their colours with the fkies, which 
they appear to reach. The gradual 
rife of one of them, induced us to 
conceive it practicable to afcend it ; 
and fuch is the engroffing nature of 
thefe objedts, that they feem to efface 
every other idea. We are no longer 
our own mafters ; and it is next to 
an impoffibility to flop the impulfe 
of our inclinations. — It would open 
ftill new fcenes> of more cxtenfiv^ 

gran - 
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grandeur— That, as we certainly fhould 
gain a view behind the Needles, fuch 
a point of elevation, (beyond which, 
no mortal* whatever had yet gone) 
would not only prefent Mount Blanc 
to us under a new form, .and with 
new beauties, but that in fhort, look- 
ing towards the fouth, we (hould have, 
a pifture of all Italy before us as in a 
Camera Obfcura, - Jt was thus the 
wildnefs of imagination prompted us 
to think the projeft poffible, and wc 
.were in the full enjoyment of our re- 
verie, when a horrid noife from the 
very fame Glaciers put an end to this 
delightful dream, and (battered all 
the fernery at once. Reafon dilated 
immediately, that fuppofing fuch a 
fancied pid:ure as we had reprefented 
to ourfelves, to be real, and that it 

were 
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n»ere poffible to aicend the height of 
the Glacier to enjoy a fight of it, the 
execution of the plan^ would require 
our ftay all night upon this frozen 
valley, which was abfolutely impof- 
lible, from the want of fewel only. 

' By this time reft was neceflary to 
us ; and the only fituation where we 
could be fafe, was in the middle of 
the valley ; we might here at leaft be 
out of danger from the falling down 
of ice or rocks. The ftation of Mr. 
De Saujfure appeared moft eligible for 
our purpofe, and we were coming to 
the very fpot : it is a mafly block of 
ftone, precifely at the middle of the 
ice; we feated ourfelves upon it, 
and having taken out our neceflary 
refreihments^ poured afparkling liba- 
tion 
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tlon to the honour of the Profeflbr, 
as the firft perfon who had refolution 
enough to penetrate thus far« 

We refted here two hours, our 
minds voluptuoufly employed in the 
contemplation of fo many wonders ; 
every moment was diftinguiflied with 
fome new difcovery. A fingle glance 
over all thefe Glaciers together, feem- 
ed to throw a light upon their corre- 
fpondence and extent, and I ventured 
to conjecture that the firft Glacier in 
the valley upon the right hand, might 
end at the Glacier of Pelerinsy and the 
fecond at that of BoJJbns. That the 
Glacier le Talefre^ over the valley on 
the left hand, joined to a Glacier like 
this we were upon, extending from 
thence to the Glaciers of Argentiere 

and 
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arid Twr, and then ftretching as it 
were its arms to the valleys of ice,* 
in the Pays de Vallais ; as thofe again 
have fome connexion with the Gla- 
ciers of the Canton of Berne, and the 
reft of the Glaciers of Switzerland. 

From fuch conjedlures, which the 
Situation of thefe Glaciers renders 
highly probable, it feems to follow, 
that the antienteft and moft confidcr- 
able of them, are thofe commanded 
by Mount B/anc ; that thofe of Fal- 
/ais, and the other ftill more diftant, 
are to be confidercd as making up a 
regular train ; and that farther, this 
relative poiition of them with refpeft 
to each other, indicates the catf/e of 
their progreflion, and of the accretion 
of the ice. 

It 
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It was now high time to quit the 
place : we looked at all its wonders 
with a frefh aftonifliment and admi-' 
ration : we faw them doubtlefs for 
the laft time ; for it is not with the 
beauties of this country as of others, 
to be vifited again with eafe as incli- 
nation prompts us : but if our arrival 
at this point was not accompliftied 
without labour and fatigue, the gran- 
deur of the obje(5ts we had feen, made 
us ample fatisfadion. We had taken 
every poflible advantage of our jour- 
ney ; the weather had continually fa- . 
voured us ; and it is at one feafon of 
the year only, that fuch an enterprize 
can poflibly be undertaken. 

We inftantly fet off again upon our 
journey, re-entered the valley of Mon-^ 

tanvert^ 
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tanvert, and walked a tolerable pace | 
fome clouds we faw approaching haf- 
tened us ftill more; it was not long be-* 
fore they thickened^ fo that they from 
time to time entirely hid the fun ; and 
a fudden return from this gloom to the 
moft dazzling light upon the ice, could 
hot but endanger the due placing of our 
feet. As we approached Montanvert, 
we began to fee upon the mountains 
which furrounded us, fome verdant 
ipots, which gave refrelhment to our 
eyes: in thefe places are produced 
thofe medicinal plants, fo valuable for 
their properties, and their fcarcenefs, 
which grow there only, or in fuch 
like fituations. My fellow travelled, 
who is an eager Botanift, was very 
defirous of finding that particular fpe- 
cies of Abfynthiumy called Genept\ for 

this 
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this purpofe he afcended one of thefe 
mountains^ and had the good fortune 
to meet with it. There are feveraV 
fpecies of this plant, more or lefs 
common ; that he fought for, was the 
white, a plant particularly agreeable 
to the tafte of the wild Goats and, 
Cbamoisy which they generally are 
obliged to dig for through the fnow. 

We faw none of the latter animals 
in this excurfion, but we met with 
feveral goats, which they drive to 
pafture in the mountains, and graze 
there for about fix weeks ^ leaving 
them without a keeper, and .vifiting 
them not above once in ten or twelve 
days : there are herds likewife of 
cows, which they leave to themfelves 
for the fame length of time, at thq 

end 
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end of which they are driven to frefli 
paftures. The herds have no other 
enemies to fear in thefe places but 
^empejis and Avalanches^ or other 
fuch like common accidents of thdi 
mountains ; it is highly agreeable, 
and even aftoriiftiing, to fee the great 
as w^ell as fmall cattle, crofs the val- 
ley of ice, leaping its clefts, climb- 
ing over rocks, making their way 
along the hanging fteeps, and walking 
upon ridges one would hardly think 
acceffible : the moft venturous of them 
indeed fometimes lofe their lives 
through their rafhnefs; but in this 
cafe the lofs does not fall upon the 
particiilar owner, but upon the pub- 
lic ; in other words, it is diftributcd 
amongft the general, proprietors, and 
every owner in a herd where fuch a 

misfor- 
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mufoFtune happens, be^r^ lu$ f|iare 
of it. 

To avoid that Abyfe in our returiH 
whickwe had paiTcd with fo much 
hazard^ it was neceffary to draw to» 
wards the fide of the mountains in 
Sood time^ to keep on^ clofe to their 
feet^ and how and then to afcend the 
ridjges^ to avoid fome beds oi ke, or 
fragments of rocks, that oppofed our 
paflage, and it was with infinite fa-^ 
tigue we made our way to M0Hta9fvert. 

On& refiediofi naturally ocpurst 
All dliefe labours, and fometimes^lM** 
gers, it may be faid, are too diicou** 
raging/ if they do not eve|i baniih 
every inclination to penetrate to thb 
extremity of the valley^ . 

L I AN- 
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I ANSWER ; it is true that we ex- 
perienced much fatigue, as well as 
many hazards, but that it is prafti- 
cable to efFe<ft it, and yet avoid a 
confiderable part both of the one and 
^f the other. 

For this purpofe, I would recom- 
mend it to fuch as have no averfion 
to a little trouble, not to get upon 
the Glacier immediately at Montan^ 
^uerty but to go as far as poffible from 
this place, before they defcend upon 
the ice ; to crofs the breadth of the 
valley diredtly from thence, and to 
coaft along the mountains on the left 
hand, as they did upon the right be- 
fore they came down to the Glacier. 
This route, which is chofen by the 
herds, and which on that account 

alone 
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* 

alone I fhould be difpofed to think 
the fafeft, condufts the traveller at a 
diftance from thofe deep clefts we 
were under a heceffity of paffing, by 
having defcended into the valley too 
foon. Thofe who are afraid of rocks, 
and not accuftomed to the fatigue of 
fuch a laborious walk, may charge 
their guide with a fmall bridge made 
of ofiers, which may be doubled, to 
render it ftill more firm; by means 
of this, the paffage may be confider- 
ably fhortehed, and rendered at the 
fame time fafer, as well as lefs fa- 
tiguing. It would be defirable, if 
poflible, to avoid lodging upon Mon^ 
tanvert^ as the ' cold which muft be 
endured there, certainly weakens us. 
Lying then at Chamouni, and fetting 
.out three hours before day, the tra- 

L 2 veller 
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seller Aight get- to Montanvert by 
five Vciock 5 a good breaikfaft wc^ld 
tehefw hfe ftrcngth ; he might then 
defcend upon the ice, gcJ over thfe 
•whole esir'tent that we did, ^nd return 
i^gain * to Montamjert by broad - day- 
light, ffdni which place he may get 
down to Ciofmtim in two hours . And 
aftir all, what are theft ineonVeniii- 
ences and a little trouble^ compared 
with the pleafure arifing from a for- 
vey of objed:s, fo amazingly *bcauti^ 
ful, land where vaftnefs and iuMimity- 
reign tiifoughout the whole. To be 
fatisfied with a fimple view • of this 
valley", as we fee it from Montanverf, 
one muft either entertain a very poor 
idea of the beauties of thefe places, of 
their niture, and their elegance, or be 
deAitute bf that Tafte which is rcqui^ 

fitc 
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fite to the enjoyhient of them, or 
under the mprtifying ^ incapacity of 
gratifying it, from a weaknefs of 
conftitution. 

The iame day we defcended the 
pioun tain, and arrived at Prieuri j uft 
a§ our third companion returned thi-^ 
ther, ^ho had been to vifit the fourc^ 
of the Ay^ve^ Good provifions and 
reft perfeiflly recovered ^s. We de-: 
voted hov^rever th? next day folely tp 
vifiting the fource of the lefTer Arve^ 

m 

called the Arveron^ which is fituated 

at the foot of the.Ghcier of Montan- 

vert, and not.n^re than a league dif- 

^ant fronii Primrdi fo that it appears 

we rather were difppfed to indulge 
purfelves, .like people who had fuf- 

ferqd fome fatigue. 

L 3 CoIIeSlion 
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CoIleBion or Ma/s of Ice called des Boi8„ 
and four ce of the Arveron. 

■ 

TO come at this collefted mafs of 
ice, we crofled the Arve^ and 
travelling in a tolerable road^ pafled 
fome villages or hamlets,, whofe in- 
habitants behaved with much polite- 
nefs ; they invited us to go in and 
reft ourfelves, apologised for our re- 
ception, and offered u$ a tafte of 
their honey. 

After amufing ourfelves fome 
tinie amongft them, we refumed our 
road, and entered a beatjtiful wood of 
lofty firs, inhabited by fquirrels ; the 
bottom is a fine fand, left there by 
the inundations of the Arveron : It 

is 
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is a very agreeable walk, and exhibits 
fome extraordinary appearances. 

In proportion as we advanced into 
this wood, we obferved the obj efts 
gradually to vanifli from our fight; 
furprized at this circumftance, we 
were earneft to difcoyer the caufe ; 
and oyr eyes fought in vain for fatis- 
fadtion, till having pafTed through it, 
the charm ceafed. Judge of our. 
aftonifliment, when we faw before us 
an enormous mafs of ice, twenty 
times as large as the front of our ca- 
thedral of St. Peter, and fo conftruft- 
ed, that we have only to change our 
situation, to make it refemble what- 
ever we pleafe. It is a magnificent 
palace, cafed over with the pureft 
cryftal; a majeftic temple,^ orpament- 

L 4 ed 
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ed with a portico^ and columns of 
feveral fhapes and colours : Ithaa 
the appearance of a fortrefs> flanked 
vrith towers [and baflie^ns to the right 
asid left ; and at bottom is a grottOj, 
terminating in a dome of bold con<^ 
ftrmdtion. This fairy dwellings this 
enchanted refidence^ orczHtoSFofky, 
IB the feurce of the jinjertm^ and of 
the ^old Whifch is found in the Arve: 
And if we add to all this rich variety^ 
the ringing tinkling found of wa*« 
tcr dropping from its fides, with 
the glittering refradkm of the £s>lar 
rays, whilft tints of the moft lively 
green, or blue, or yellow, or violet^* 
have the effect of diflFerent comjpart-^ 
ntents, in the feveral divifions of the 
girotto , the whole is fo theatrically; 
i^kftdid^ fo compleatly pi£turt%ue,. 

fa 
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fo beyond imagination great and 
beautiful, that I can eafily believe 
the art of man has never yet pro- 
duced, nor ever will produce, a build-> 
iiiig fo grand in its conftruAion, or 
io varied ill its ornaments. . 

Desirous of furveying every fide 
of this mafs, we croffed the river 
about four hundred yards from its 
fovirce I and mounting upon the 
rocks and ice, approached the vault ; 
but whilfl.we were attentively ei»- 
ployed in viewing all its parts^ siik>- 
nibbed at the fportivenefs of Fancy, 
we caft otir eyes jA one confidcrable 
member of the pile above us, which 
was unaccountably fupported; k 
feemed to hold by abnoft nothing ; 
our imprudence was t«o evident, and. 

we 
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we haftened to retreat : yet fcarccly 
had we ftept back thirty paces, before 
it broke off all at once, with a prodi- 
gious noife, and tumbled, rolling to 
the very -fpot where we were ftanding 
juft before. It was a moft fortunate, 
determination, fince if we had ftaid 
an inftant longer, it would certainly 
have CFufhed us by its falL 

There have been much reafoning 
and debate, about the caufes that 
produce thefe heaps of ice. But be- 
ing for the moft part feated at the 
bottom of the Glaciers, (of which, if 
I may ufe the expreflion, they feem 
to me to lay the firft foundations) it 
is probable that they are formed ori- 
ginally by an over- fall of fnow, which 
being heaped together by degrees^ 

becomes 
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becomes in a fucceffion of winters, a 
confiderable mafs of ice; and fuch 
coUedtions are augmented, either by 
the caufes which at firft produced 
them, or -by the continued rolling 
down of fnows and ice, which come 
from higher Glaciers. 

The water of the Arveron, which 
runs out of this mafs, is excellent, 
and though as cold as ice itfelf, there 
is no reafon to be afraid of drinking 
it, even when one is very hot ; and 
this is a general excellence of all thofe 
waters, which come from ice, when 
they are drank at the fource. 

We took up feveral handfulls of 
fand, to fee if we could find any gold 
in it, but there was none ; it is not 

however 
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however lefs certain, that there // 
gold, and gold of great purity too^ 
in the bed of this ftrcam ; £;>me per- 
fons f ronfi Geneva^ who carried away 
feveral hags of its fand, returned a 
&cond time; but the orders fince 
received upon .this occa&on, have 
hindered any farther fearch *. The 
mhabitants of Chamotm are fuliy per* 
inaded they have a Mine of this me-* 
tal, affirming that there are indubi-* 
table figns of it, though thefe are 
frequently effaced by changes, owing 

to 

- * Artifieul Rrches are neither abundantly pofleffed 

in this country, nor the general objeft of mens wiibei* 

They live, fays the ingenious Rouffeau, to enjof 

life, and not to acquire wealth and excite envy : If 

ever they have more money they will grow poor ; 

a^id of this they ^re fo fenfible> that they tread upon 

Mines of Goldj which they are determined never to 
open. 
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to the melting of the fnows. They 
have alfo itsrca^ Marcafites^ thpe traces 
of which, in like manner, are very 
foon tieftroyed ; they neverthelefs 
fometinies difcover them, and they 
offered :us a confiderdile vein of this 
Aone, (or metal, which-cver it b^) 
but their expeditions were railed 
too high, for our acceptance of d^ 
offer. 



^ Hji* ^' •$• 
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Majejik 'walls of Ice ; and 
Glacier Des Boffons. 

AProfpedl of the Glaciers is fo 
very entertaining, that notwith- 
ftanding we had feen that of Pelerins, 
we were ftill delirous of vifiting thai 
of Bojfonsy which is the firfl we dif- 
cern at our entrance into the valley 
of Chamouni. To come at it, we 
took the fame road by which we en- 
ter'd, and paffing by fcveral habitations 
of the peafants, we ftopt at one of 
them, to obferve a young Chamois, 
returning from pafture with the goats; 
they had taken it very young at the 
foot of the Needles, and brought it 
up with the herd; its horns were juft 

beginning 
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-beginning to bud, its' head was fine> 
its eyes full of fire, and every move- 
ment witnefled agility and ftrength. 
Providence feems to have formed thi^ 
animal with fuch a peculiar love of 
liberty, that it is hardly poffible to 
confine it long; when it is once Suf- 
ficiently ftrong, it conftantly endea- 
vours to efcapeinto the crags of the 
rocks, and almoft all the young ones 
they havje taken, with a view of bring- 
ing them up -tame, have made their 
•cfcape, fo foon as they were ftrong 
enough to get away. The manner 
of taking them is finguiar ; when the 
hunter has killed a female Chamois 
that fucklcs, he fets it upon its legs 
again, as if it was ftill living, and 
concealing himfelf under the belly of 
the dead Chamois, waits with pa- 
tience 
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tience till the kid returns to its dam ;^ 
he then ieizes the little ftruggling 
animal^ and conveys it home^ 

Setting off again^ we took the 
road acrofs iome meadows, a,nd over 
feveral beds of flones, collected by the 
violence of the torrents ^ when paf;» 
iing by the Glacier, . already vifited, 
we fooa began^ to mount, afcending 
through the irndfL of woods, it was 
not till after walking sl good league 
up .a. pretty Accp Hope, that we 
obtained a view of thofe amazing 
walls and buttreiTes, by which the 
.Gla^er is fupported. They are iblid 
malTes of ice, u^ich rife up perpen^^ 
dicularly, like the wails of a prgdi^ 
gious citadel, built with ftrongiowers, 
that feem to be from about three to 

four 
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four hundred htt liigh. The ttpper 
jpaf W of thefe enormoiis te^w^f s^ are 
tranfparent, in the fame manlier, and 
for the fame reafon, that the ends of 
^mr fingers a|>pcar fo^ when oppofed 
to a ftrong light ; we parti^ferfy ad*;* 
inired a hole of an oval form,, pierced 
through the wall, at an almoft eqtiial 
diftance from each end of the range, 
towards t^ t^p, through which the 
iky appears ; aad the fnn at i certain 
time of the day, having his rays col- 
Icfted hy it as a fpcculupi, darts them 
in a bundle to the very bottom of the 
valley. Oar road lay drre(5Hy undef 
this icey wall, tmt the appreheftfiofi 
of danger, in being expofed ta the 
fell of fragmcnds from fo brittle a fa- 
bric, made us draw more towards th6 
i we again therefore entered 

M iato 
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into the woods, and afcending as be- 
fore, found ourfelves at lafl upon the 
Glacier, 

This Glacier, though lefs elevated, 
^nd lefs confiderable than that des 
Pelerins, is neverthelefs exceedingly 
worthy of curiofity, and we advancea 
upon the ice, which is fufficiently 
difficult to get over, being in fomc 
places almoil noiountainous. 

Having reached the height of the. 
Glacier, we had a view of the ^yhole 
valley of Cbamounu which prefents 
itfelf here in moft agreeable perfpec- 
tive; a.profpeft of the other Gla- 
ciers, and heaps of ice, that of the 
rivers which run from them; the Ut- 
ile ijQanxls which fhey form; the cul- 
tivated 
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tivated fields : the tender verdure of 
the meadows ; the contraft of the 
dark green of the firs, with the yel- 
low colour of the woods of larch- 
trees \ all thefe diiFerent objefts, 
which terminated this vaft field of 
ice, from which we faw them, form- 
ed together one of the moll Angular 
pidturefque landfcapes we had ever 
beheld : Above us we admired afrefh 
the majefty of Mount Blanc ^ and 
could better judge from this, than 
from any other point of view we had 
yet come at, of its immenfe height, 
and of the abfolute impoffibility of 
afcending to its fuminit. 

Having crofied to the other fide 
of the Glacier, we kindled a fire, and 
fat down to dinner ; immediately af- 

M z ter 
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ter wltkh we hafl^ned to ckicend 
through the wood$* to efcape a; vio- 
Iqnt iho w<r ^d ttmpeft, wkich feem^ 
t(i to advance upon us very feft. We 
Vi^e overrent nod^withftaadiBg all 
bur expeditiont but faY^ a part q£ 
th« difjtrcfst by fheltering ourfelvcs 
a while. at the &xA 'hou£b of the near-^ 
eft. village. 

Thp rain now feeming to be ovw^ 
we took advantage of the weather/ 
and inflantly iet out again^ hut we 
were ftcpped near the herder of a torv 
rcnt^ whofe channel is generally dry. 
This torrent^ which came from thd 
foot of the Needles, was fo confider- 
abk, that it was rather rafli for us" to 
thinK of pafling through : we never-- 

thelefs determincfi to attempt it, but 

we 
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we had not gone fm fir^ when a peri- 
foA eagerly called out to us to retura 
OS faft as poffibtei in fad:> wc faw 
fucha confidei-able body 6f wateir 
-coming dbwoi, ami with fo much ici'- 
rpeiuofity^ tha.t we fliottld probably 
have been' iwerwheliaiad by iti aa 
accident which ibmetimes happens to 
thofe who are not unacquainted with 
the paiiage ; fbr the fwelling is often 
^ fudden, that it does not givt iibmr 
even for the croffing it ; it ialls again 
Inda^d as fteddeniy, and we pafied it 
a few minuted after. Its waters are 

# ■ ■ 

fo muddy, as to be ahnoit black. 
The rainhaviftg again catclted u^^ 
we Were well foaked who;^ wd got to 
Ftknri^ where the body of the tem- 
peil threatened to difchar^ itifelf. 
The flashes of iightefting, witfi tht 

M 3 feurAs 
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-biirfts and rolling of the thunder, 
.were almoft without intermiffion, and 
we were apprehenfive of fome dread- 
ful coniiequences : The Prior and 
Vicar were at prayers in the church- 
porch, and the found of the bells \ 
mixed with the ftorm and the thua* 
der,, had a grand cffe<fL 

Such were the intercfting objcds 
which we faw in the valley of C/>a^ 
Mount y and upon our route. We may 
:be bold to fay, that except Mr. JD^ 
Saujfure^ no per/on has yet vifited fo 
jnany places in this country, or ad- 
.vanced fo far into them ; I fhould 
aeverthdefs think my prefent fct of 

, Viewa^ 

* It is ufual in Popi(h countries to ring the bells 
of their churches during a tempeft^ which by virtue 
of their baptifmal confecratiou, are fuppofed Mx have 
a pewei of difpesiihg itb 
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Views defeftive, if I omitted to take 
a Drawing of the magnificent chain 
of tht Need/es 9 and of Mount Blanc^ 
ictn from the Glacier of Buet^ as it is 
defcribed by Mr. De LuCy the height 
of which no perfon before him eveF 
afcended. As I purjpofe -vifiting the 
mountain of Sixty which fupports 
this Glacier, with an intention of 
offering my Defigns from it to the 
public, I prefufnc I fhall give no of* 
fence, if in this place I premife Mr^ 
De Luc's own intereftijig narra^tive of 
its difcovery, printed in his- elegant 
work, * Recherche des Modifications de 
TAtmofphere ; more efpecially as it is 
not in the power, of every ingenious: 
perfon to obtain a fight of it. I at 

M 4 '' firft 

; * It is much to be wiflied this ejxelleat work were 
trasAsUcd into Engliib^ 
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£f ft intended only a very fhort abrldg>» 
ment of his Journey^ but as tliU 
wtmld be depriving my* readers of a 
conBdertiiblc deal of pleafare from the 
perufal of it:> inhisfimple^ unaiie&<« 
ed» and yet ilriking mafmer of de^ 
bribing every ob^eift and occurrence^ 
I ihall retrench as litde cf the Nar<« 
ratifs as poflibie ; a detail of his expe« 
fiments only upon the weight of the 
air ^^ which were the principal mo- 

tivea 

* Having rendered Ae Barosseter as eooipleat as 
poilibie in its conftru^Hon, one gteat end propofed 
hy Mr. 2Xr Lik at preftnt« wio to codinnhh i&ethod 
of detennining; the precife point upon any Thermo- 
BKter, of whatever conftrudion, at which water 
boils, when the Barometer ftands at twenty-ieven 
inches^ 

During the courfe of thcfe experiments, the in* 
genious Author has obferved, that boiling water nc- 
^r exceeds A ceiudia ikgree of heat, under the fame 
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lives of this very learned and inge- 
nious Philoibpher for afccnding to the 
fummit of flie mountaih. 

flate of the^ir at the fame hc^ht, and that its, vari- 
ations tjptraa titerog? of that Jate, foMow in a har- 
iDonical progreiHon, whilft the cori^fpoading heights 
af the' Mcfonry m the Bduxiibeier lire tafeeo m arkli- 
meticaL 



•»• '*9* 1^ ^' 



> 



rir 



I4« JOURNEY TO TKZ 



The Glacier of Buet. 

yaurney of Monfi^ur De Luc* 

TVyTR. De Luc having many times^^ 
gone over that part of the Alps 
(which is neareft to Geneva) in the 
Barony of Faucigny, had obferved 
many fummits much higher than the 
Canigou *, but he notwithftanding de- 
fpaired of finding any that were pro** 
per for his experiments ; the accef- 
fible parts of this portion of the chain 
being all too low, and the fummits 
offering nothing to his view but 
pikes in the form of obeliiks, the 

more 

* A mountain in the neighbourhood of Geneva,, 
upont which Mr. De Luc had already made fome bar 
xometrical obfervattons and exp€riaieats» 
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more floping fides of which are cafed 
with ice. But he had remarked out 
of this chain, and not fo far from 
Genevay a mountain whofc fummit^ 
although always covered with ice, 
appeared to him acceffible. It may 
be feen from the weftern bank of the 
lake, near Geneva^ between thofe of 
Mole and Voironsy but yet at a confi- 
derable diftance* 

He endeavoured then to infomf 
himfelf of the name of this moun- 
tain, the place where it was fityated, 
the road neceffary to betaken to arrive 
at it, and whether or not it was to be 
afcended ; but ao perfon could be 
found that knew it, nor couH he gain 
the leaft intelligence with refped: to 
any of his queftions : He was obliged 

there- 



•60 JOURNEY ra THE*: 

therefore at all eventi to take i joo» 
fiey in fcarch of it; and tadea:?ottr m 
find it bim&lf« , 

Having menttoned this defign to 
his brother^ he confulted with hin^ 
which road was beft to purftfe^ anct 
engaging his affiftaace in the excur*^ 
fion, they fct out from Geneva toge*r 
ther upon the 24th of Amguft, ^7^5^ 
directing their route by 5/. yoir ; but 
upon their approach to this town^ 
they loft fight of the mountain they 
were in fearch of^ though it was by 
^is time clear^ that it was neceffary 
to gain the valley af Taningi^ and 
they difcovcrcd it in fiift at the bot-* 
torn of that valley^ as fi>on as they 
entered it ; when ftopping to examine 
it attentively- with gkffcs, diey were 

now 
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Slaw eoa6rmed in tbe opinioo that it 
v^ ai:x:entblc» eiren to its fun\mit« 
and by that vary fido toQ which frant^ 
«d thciii. 

But what errors does not diftancQ 
occafion, that which appears the moft 
inacceflible when we are far diftanty 
affords fometimes the eafieft afcent 4 
•ivhilft we are frofcjuently ftopt fliort 
In thofe places where we could fore- 
fee no difficulty at all ; iven at ST^z- 
ninge they ftill Judged their project 
ealy, but the nearer they approached 
the mountain, the fteepex it appeared; 
in the mean time th^y had no idea of 
the kind of difficulty which ftopt 
tTiem in the ehd^ 

. As they approached the toVirfy pS 
S^mm^g^.thty obierved the icey fum-^ 

mit 
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mit of the mountain (which was pro- 
perly the objeft of their journey) 
lower by degrees with refped: to a 
certain line of rocks, which had till 
then appeared to be a part of it ; and 
beyond Samoing, their mountain was 
concealed by one nearer to them, 
which it was necefTary to get round : 
Night approached ; at the fame time 
the road became more difficult ; and 
they were much embar raffed, when 
they fortunately overtook a peafant 
travelling the fame way ; he informed 
them that the village of Sixt was at 
the bottom of the mountain, and that 
he was going thither himfelf. They 
followed him ;' and after having crof- 
fed by Vallon, a village fituated in a 
delightful plain, they entered into a 
defile, which conduced them along 

the 
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the banks of the Giffre *, to the vil- 
lage of Sixty where they arrived at 
flight, after walking eleven hours. 

Refreshment and repofe were, 
highly rcquifite ; and their guide gave 
them no hopes of finding any accom^ 
modation, but at the Abbey, the Ca- 
nons of which are Lords of the place ^ 
but the Convent was now fhut. Em- 
boldened however by neceflity, they 
had the good luck to make themfelves 
heard, laid open their diflrefs, and 
were received with all imaginable 
hofpitality. 

Whilst their fupper was prepar- 
ing, thefe gentlemen had the polite- 

nef» 

* This river has its rife in the very mountain to 
which they were going. 
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ncfs to icfid for jeveral perfons of th^ 
village, who were acquainted with 
the mountaiiu 3ut the paftures (as 
they call them) being no more than 
half waj up^ they could f^y nothing 
concerning the fumnait our travdtters 
were fo defirous of vifiting ; one of 
thefe people only ofKtred to cooduft 
them to the higheft granges of the 
mountain^ w^here they po&hly mi^t 
find a (Kepherd better able to direA 
them. It was determined then to iet 
out with this perfon the next morn«» 
ing ior the dilcovery^ and their ge« 
nerous Hofts fupplied them with pro« 
vifions neceifary for the expedition* 

• • • 

THif hamlet th^ were to go tO| h 

called Us Granges des Communes ; it is 
^ ibring of huts ranged in the direc* 

tioob 
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tion of the flope upon the mountain; 
under a little rock ; thefe huts con- 
lift only of an inclofure of ftories 
placed one Upon another, without 
mortar, to the height of about three 
feet; whofe roofs are covered with 
fliingles, or flat pieces of deal, ihaped 
like tiles ; the ridge of thefe roofs is in 
the fame direction with the line of 
the huts, which are fo low, there is 
no ftanding upright under them, but 
in the middle; and in thefe fimple, 
inconvenient habitations, the peafants 
of &ixt come to pafs the time, an 
interval indeed of no great length, 
whilft the pafturcs are free from ftfow. 
In fadt, it would be but a ufelefs 
trouble for them to beftow riwire care 
in their conftruftion, fince in fpite of 
the connedtiori with each other, and 

N th^ 
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lilieQf d«f of their arrs^igcmcftt, which 
coojkrifa^e to &ppoct them, aad not- 
wiKiiiftanding the protc<3:ion of thae Mt- 
tk, rock which covers them on that 
{j^^ next the mountain^ *hey are very 
often craihed by the iaJl of an Aua- 
lancbe ; aad this muift eq.ua]:ly happen ^ 
were they built with ever £o mnch 

■» 
These pastures are overlooked by 
rugged precipices, formed out of the 
rains of the upper part of the moun-* 
tain«; and their craggy flopes, with 
the rocks which command them, 
form a perpendicular height of more 
than three thoufand French feet, for 
ii prodigious extent along its fidei 
almofl: all this fteep furface is cover- 
ed' with fnow^ which is accumulated 
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by the winds : y/hcn the depth of the 
£bow is not confiderable^ if gradually 
melts away, withoi)t rolling down in 
mafles ; but during the winter jfeafon 
between 1769 and 1770, th^re fell 
fuch a prodigious quantity af fnow, 
that the mafs could no longer be held 
up, and its parts being contrafted by 
the long feverity of the froft, and 
rendered lefs tefiacious, it tumbled all 
at once upon theie pafture$» which 
it entirely covered, and its extremity 
reached the Hope beyond the plain. 
The eiFed: of the air, , preiTed by this 
Avalanche of fngw, was fo terrible, 
that the hurricane occasioned by it 
forced itfelf a paffage thro' a fareft oi 
beeches and firs, which covered the 
flope, and did not leave a tree fland- 
ing in its way ; it even flopped the 

N 2 courfc 
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courfe of the Giffre^ ^ which flews 
along the vaUey ) and overturned up- 
on the oppofite bank, a number of 
trees and granges, much ftronger than 
thofe, which remained crulhed by the 
Avalanche upon the ""Pajiures des Com-- 
munes^ ... \ ■ . 

« 
As they were to afcend the very 

rocks over which this Anjalancbe 
came, it may eaiily be conceived bow 
fteep and rugged a road they neccA 
ferily had to pafs ; it muft be diffi- 
cult to fecure their feet, where even 
the fnow failed of a fiipport. The 
veryfirft appearance of thefe rocks, 
upon their arrival at the Granges des 
Communes^ pointed out the ncceffity 
of their placing an entire confidence 
iii their new guide, fince they were 

abfolutelj 
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abfolutely to be dlrcifted by his judg- 
ment : He joined them> and they 
now began the enterprize. 

But what gave them the moft uft- 
aafinefs was, that they had entirely 
loft fight of that frozen fummit, the 
objeft of their journey. Their guide^ 
who, though an inhabitant of the 
mountain, had never climbed thefe 
rocks, pretended it was ftill higher } 
and that when they were once be- 
yond them, they fliould foon arrive at 
the ice. Committing themfelves 
therefore to his condufft, they conti- 
nued mounting near four hours> by 
paflagesj in which they were often 
obliged to help ^themfelves up with 
their handsi and freqmadtly to ufe 
great precaution if they wanted only 

N 3 to 
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to turn their heads to look back. 
An impatience however to difcover 
what thefe rocks concealed, ftill 
urging them to get the better of 
thefe obftacles, they arrived at laft 
at their top ; but what wjis their fur- 
prize and chagrin, when they per- 
ceived themfelves upon the brink of 
one of the moA frightful precipices *, 
which feparatcd them from tlie fum* 
mit they came in fearch of. 

They jftood motionlefs a confider- 
able time, with admiration as well as 
horror. Mount Blanc appeared be- 
fore them in all its majefty: this,, 
without faying too much, is the very 

expreffion 

* The Line of > Rocki they were up^, is called 
Greniir des Commaws, ftnd this Is likewlfe covered 
with a Line of fmaller Rocks, the higheft of whicb 
is called Grenairon, or the little Grem'er, 
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cxpreffion it naturally inipires ; even 
the precipice which ftapt them was 
majeftic. Let any one figure to him- 
fel£, a fteep of rtiore than tTiree diiou- 
fand fcven hundred French ftety en- 
compafled round with pointed rocks, 
and upon which evtry ftep they fet, 
it Iccmtd as if the next would carry 
them down into the ahr heyond ili 
t&gc, and the very Idea will be enough ' 
to make him ihuddef ; and yet the 
fight having dwell a while ttpoft thefe 
frightful naked pikes> wai foon re- 
lieved, and felt an ^reeahle repofc 
at their feet. Rich fmiling paftures, 
furrounded by woods, with here and 
there a fcattered grange, foftened the 
hoitor of their fituation, whilft thfe 
mx)ft fbiemn- fiiience was interrupted 
ori!y by the tlaiihing of cafcades from 

K 4 rock 
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rock to rock ; the lowing of the herds 
could not reach them« 

As foon as they could difengagc 
their "attention froni objefts fo new 
to them, though not unacquainted 
with mountains, they fliowed their 
guide the fummit they were defirous 
of getting' to, but it was now too 
iate ; half the day was already fpent; 
and thpugh it appeared to them, that 
by only turning the precipice on the 
left hand, they might arrive at it, 
the journ«y was too long and hazar- 
dous for the remainder of the time ; 
and as they were hindered from pur*^ 
fuing the intended plan the next day, 
by an accident which happened to 
their thermometer in climbing th^ 
rocks of Gr enter, they now returnee^ 
back again to Geneva. 
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, *It was not till the year 1770, 
that they again entertained hopes of 
accompliflung their defign, when 
they fet out upon the 24th of Auguft, 
and arrived the fame evening at the 
Ahbey, where they were received 
with a double warmth of civility by 
their friendly Canons : the conyer-- 
fation foon turned upon the difap-* 
pointment of their former journey, 
and they were earneft to prevent the 
fame difagreeable event a fecond time ; 
but as the Chamois-hunters are ge- 
nerally employed at this feafon about 
getting in their harvcft, our travel- 
lers were under the neceffity of taking 
up with fuch guides as they had be- 
fore. 

• From the beginning of this paragraph to page 
1^3, is added from Mr* De Luc's Narrative,- printed 
in his Recber eludes Modifiimiom dc tAtmsfphcre, 
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fore^ Leavittg the Abbey therefore 
at four the aext raornmg, they reach- 
ed the Pajiuru des Communes about fix^ 
where a young man at the grange be- 
longing to the Canons, an apprentide 
to a hunter, jointd the guide, who 
can^ with them, and promifed t<^ 
conduS them- to the ice. The way 
he led them was over fevetal ilopes 
of frozen fnow, till he brought them 
to the middle of the range (rf Grenier^ 
at which place the fock is fo prodi- 
giouily fteep, that it was aftoni(hlng 
any perfon fh<mld have the hardinef^ 
to think of climbing it j bat the 
hopes that it wo^d lead them to the 
icey fummit they were in fearch- of, 
and the defire of compleating their 
experiments, conquwed every diffi- 
culty « They ndoimted from one jut^ 

ting' 
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ting point to another, up the clefts 
of an immenfe wall of fix)ne, which 
was al'moA: perpendicular 5 and after 
infinite difficulties, which were in- 
creaied hy their humanity to a little 
dog that followed them from the Ab« 
bey-grange, whom, in pity to his 
cries, they were frequently obliged 
to hand from one to the other, they 
had the mortification to find them-* 
felvcs at laft upon the very fame prc-» 
cipioe they had been at in their jour- 
ney five years before. Giving up 
therefore their expaftations of attain- 
ing the height they wiihed to come 
at, after picking up fcveral beautiful 
imprefiion« 0f the Comus Ammtmisy 
at two tboufand /even hundred and 
eighty^^two Engliih yards above the 
level of the Mediterranean, they de- 

termuHQd' 
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termined to reft fatisfied with makirtg^ 

their experiments upon the fummit 

of Grenairon. This rock, which 

crowns the ridge of rocks they had 

afcended, is feparated in many places 

by large openings and fiffures, fcyeral 

of which were yet filled with fnow, 

whilft in others it conilfts ^f rugged 

pikes, whofe rough projeiSing points? 

were the means of their aicent ; it < 

was every where difficult : and their 

guides were fo intimidated at one pafs, 

that they refufed to follow them * : 

this was no difcouragement to thefe 

Gentlemen; they furmounted it, and 

iliame preventing the return of their 

condu dors, they followed dnd at-- 

tained the fummit. 

But 

* A fclend who came wkh them Ut^Gineva had 
been obliged to defift, and go down again, befojcr 
ibey bad attaiued the ridge of Grcnitr^ 
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But here an accident befcl them, 
which had like to have been fatal : 
the young naari, who had condudted* 
them from the grange, fatigued with 
the labour he had undergone, and in 
a fit of laughter at the folly of taking 
all this trouble to boil a little water, 
threw himfelf unluckily with all hia 
weight upon Mr. De Luc's foot, who 
was ftretched at his length upon the 
rock, attending the fire for their expe- 
riments; the care of thcfe prevented 
his attention to the hurt for fome 
time; but no fisoner had he finifhed 
his ofafervationsi than upon rifing up, 
he found it impoilible for him to fup- 
port himfelf, and he was ready to 
faint with pain : all hopes of reach- 
ing the fummit were now at an cndj 
but this was the leaft of the misfor- 
tune; 
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tune; it was neceflary to go down 
again : he remained feveral hours in*-* 
capable of fupporting the very idea 
pf it, till nece(lity at laft got the bet- 
ter of every thing. Jt was impoiliblc 
to continue where they were all night;; 
bad weather might come on; the 
wind, the cold, the rain^ the clouds, 
might expofe. them to every kind of 
evil; it was abfolutely neceflary to 
quit a region fo liable to ftorms.; he 
dragged him£blf along therefore,, by 
the ailiftanct^ of his brodner and one 
of the guides, (for 6ie author qf the 
ipisfortuae had abandoned them ^, to 
go down and milk his cows) defcend- 
ii^g abou^ fifteen hundred pecpendi'* 

• cular 

* Mr. Dt Luc very candidly imputes this behavi- 
otxr to the man's miftaken duty to his Mafter^ rather 
than to want of feeling for bis diftrefs. 
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cular feet, the greater part of which 
way he was obliged tto Aide upon his 
|>ack^ not being capable of fetting 
his foot to the ground. Night came 
€)n ; they ^vere at the moft .difficult 
part of the defcent, and it was deter-* 
milled upon confults^tion tp go down 
no farther, but to remain at this 
height, though the fituation of the 
pkce did not afford the leaft fhelter, 
survl was furrounded on every fide with 
fnow* Mr. De Luc'^ fpirits were ex- 
j^aufted^ and he had long been wifh- 
ing his companions to flop, though 
he had not confidence to propofe it^ 
from the dangers they muft be ex-^ 
pofed to in fleeping fo near the 
clouds ; but every limb had now been 
tired in its turn ; he was quite worn 

4ov(n«. an^ morcoites fia^red inex-- 

preffible 
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preffible anguifli: all that could be 
done was to make a barricade of frag- 
ments, to prevent their rolling down 
the fteep, fhould they change their 
iituation during fleep, aad to cover 
their legs, which were moR fenfible 
of cold, with the table-cloth that 
wrapped up their proviiions. The 
night moft fortunately pfoved calm 
and fine, and the fatigue they had un- 
dergone procured them repofe for 
fome hours ; but they were awakened 
by the feverity of the cold, and there 
was no walking to procure themfelves 
warmth: the day was never fo long 
in coming, and the night feemed 
never to have an end. They fet out 
again at day-break, as benumbed as- 
Marmotts, and it was fome time be- 
fore they could recover the ufe of 

their 
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their limbs : happily the repofe he 
had enjoyed, confiderably leffened 
Mr. ,De Imc*s pain, the foot indeed 
was blown up, but he could ftand 
Aiponitj and defc^nded to the Granges 
des Communes with very little affif- 
tance, where they refted fome hours, 
and arrived at aS/at/ about noon. 

As this day happened to bea fef- 
tival, the inhabitants of the neigh- 
bouring villages were aflembled to 
hear Mafs. The fight of ftrangers 
coming from the Mountains, and the 
inftruments, drawing their attention, 
all concluded they were come in 
Search of Mines * ; it was for fome* 

O time 

* Satisfied with little more than the natural advan- 
tages of Society, which are truly Blefliiigs, this happy 
People look upon the introdudion of new arts with 

an 
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time to little pcirpoie to .^icjpliia th^ 
nature of their ejcperipA^tfi i 4>Pj 
jfiiii^ ifi fuifwer to them, that they 
knfiw heater ; ibioe few of th^ more 
iatdPiigeixt however at laft undierftood 
theoi^ and upon their pointing to the 
Jqey iCummit^ they now firft le^n^ 
that the Mountain they had made two 
fruitlcfs expeditions in the fearch of, 
was the Glacier of Buef^ the fame 
peribns likewife mentioned the hun- 
ters who were capable of condutfting 
them to it, and in about a month af- 
ter, 

an eye of jcaloufy, as tending to deftroy Content- 

mcnt^ by increafiog men« knagiiiary wants ; but they 

dread the vain difcov'ery of thofe hidden treafures, 

which have ruined every country they are found in, 

and have rendered focial life an evil to a large pro- 

f»rtion of mankind in general, 

Aurum irrepertum (ut iic ooelius fitum 
Quum terra celat) fpernere fortior 
Quam cogere humanos mufus 
Omne Tacrum rapiente De&tra. 



GLACIERS DF SAVOY, tn 

tcr, tfreyhad the fatisfadtion of meet- 
ing with oM who had beeti at the 
foot of this very Clatter, ih piitfuit 
of a wouaded ChaMols* 

The route which they lodfc at laft 
was by Grafts des F$nds^ a hamlet 
lituated at the bottom of diat fright- 
ful precipice they had iUrveyed from 
the edge of thole Rbtks above the 
paftufes des Gdhtfhunes *. Setting out 
then from the abbey of Sixt^ at two 
o^clock in the aftefhobn, they af- 
cended all the Way through roads 
which gradually prepared them for 
the grandeft, the wildeft, and the 
moft romantic pfofpedl that can btJ 
imagined) without the leaft mixture 
of horror to difturb the contemplation 

O a oi 

• Page i6c. 
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of its various beauties. The eye was 
never: fatisiied with looking at the 
different vie^ws which oflFered in their 
route: the path they followed was 
acrofs the middle of the hill, through 
a narrow valley fhadowed upon either 
fide with forefts of firs and beach 
trees; whofe darkmafies, feparatcd. 
here and there by rocks, and paftures 
glittering in the ^ fun, formed a moft ; 
agreeable oppofition to each other, 
whilft different, fheets of water pour-- 
Ing from the heights. of the moun-. 
tail), collected in a torrent at.the.botr 
torn of ;the. valley, now and theu 
appeared, but was more frequently 
concealed by interwovea boughs, and 
and foliage projeifting over on each 
fide, or by the rocks under which it 
iS; precipitated, and thefe pi<Surefque 

views 
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views were eontinually varied, from 
the winding contour of the valley 
Avhick they followed. 

• The foil of Bonds ^ is extended al- 
tnoft horizontally towards the rocks 
which .well nigh environ it, but falls 
away with % fudden ^0^^ on the fide of 
the valley, by which it is approached^ 
and this hanging fteep as we afcend, 
like the curtain of a fortified town, 
hides the place entirely. Within^ 
few paces of the top of this rampart, 
we, perceive nothing; but after taking 
four or five; fteps more, the view en- 
larges all at once, and opens into the 
moft fuperb ajmphitheatre, difcQver- 
ing all thofe beautiful paftures which 
are furrounded by it. The air was 
clear when Mr. De . Lite and his 

O 3 bro- 
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brother gainecl this deligbtiPuI pkin ; 
it was about half an hcKur afteF four 
o'clock, and the fun iS^ill enlightened 
one part of the romantic folitudc. It 
k impoffible to exprefs the emotions 
which they foh at this view; they 
could noH ceaie admiring it, witJi 
mutually repeated recognitions of its 
beauties. They were here near* the 
higheil grange of Pon^s, a thoufand 
<^ight hundred and fidity^ftK French 
feet aScve the Abbey ; and; four thcHi^ 
fand two hundred and thirty-ii^ Se^ 
hw the fummit of Gnnaipony . which 
commands one fide of thU amphi^ 
theatre, whilft the oppofite fide is 
crowned by the Gflacier of Bueti, 
which is elevated upwards of a thou^ 
fand feet higher ftijL The eye takes 
in the whole of this extent, nor could 

any 
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any opemng of this fwceping girdle 
be (fifcernedj except above the tops 
of thofe dcclirting woods through 
which they had afcended* 

The remainder of the day was eni- 
ploycd in walking over, and contem- 
plating this beaditiful retirement; en- 
quiring of their guide of all thofe 
extraordinary objefts which prefented 
themfelves around them; above all, 
the hiftory of the people inhabiting 
thefe .mountains intcrefted them ex- 
tremely : it is a comer of the world 
but little known, though well worthy 
the enquiries of a philofopher. , We 
may here difcem the reai wants of 
man, the fum of all his neceflkry 
cares, and how much the force of 
habit is capable of efFcding; but 

O 4 above 
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above all, how fweet that calm «-* 
pofc of mind, when the foul is in 
the hands of nature only ; unanxious 
about idle speculations, and remov- 
ed from the folicitudes of artful life, 
they tread that ftreight and even path 
which ibe herfelf has pointed out to 
them, beyond the labyrinths of foci- 
ety, and unfcduced by its corruptions. 

These people have their troubles 
it is true, becaufe they are mqn ; but 
they neither anticipate them by reft- 
lefs delires^ nor aggravate them by 
refleftion; they hope^ becaufe they 
expert .every thing from the Author 
of Nature ; and a fteady firmnefs of 
refignation (that laboured effort of 
ftoic philofophy) is here the natural 
cffe<ft of their Beliefs a full perfua- 

fion 
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fion, that the evils they experience, 
are difpenfed to them, by the very 
fame hand, which bountifully dif- 
penfes every bleffing *. 

The 

V 

* Notwithftanding the rocks of this country appear 

to be deep and abfolutely inacccflible, an attentive 

furvey of them will difcover a number of projedions, 

which Nature, who negle^s nothing, has covered with 

verdure; and no fooner is the fnow melted, than 

thefe mountaineers who are acquainted with the paf- 

fages that lead to them, condud thither their flocks, 

with the lambs that have been dropt during the winter. 

Each pafilh has a mark to know their own, and they 

leave them there in common; the feed is much 

higher flavoured than in the vallics, and the fheep 

continue upon thefe ledges of pafture, till they are 

covered with fnow, when they return of their own 

accord to their refpedive hamlets. They count but 

little of the lambs, that were not fallen before the 

flocks were driven into thefe places, not that they 

have any thing to fear from bears and wolves, agaiuft 

which the precipices are a fufficient protedion ; but 

precipices are no pro.te(5lion to thefe animals againft, 

the Eagles, of, which there are very large ones 

amongii 



/ 
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The coldnefs of the eveHing hav- 
ing obliged thde gentlemen to retire, 
they took poffeilion of a cabin which- 
its owners had n^t come to occupy,, 
what a lodging for the natives of a 
city! it was rather a cage than a 
houfe, confifting of the bodies of fir 
trees, rough and unhewn, placed ho- 
rizontally acrofs each other at right 
iangles, and covered with flat pieces 
of the fame wood; thefe huts are in 
general not more than five feet high, 
to the top of the roof; fo that it is 
impoffible to ftand upright in them ; 
the intervals bctw^een the trunks of 
the firs let in a fufficient quantity of 
light, and it is by thefe openings,. 

and 

amongft the rocks ; Mr. Ih Luc faw fome the next 
day, hovering and watching for the Marmotts ; and 
the guide aflured him, he had found a feather of the 
bUck eagle two feet and a half in length. 
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*nd by thofe of the roof, that the 
feaoke efcapes when they make a fire. 
The - door of thefe cabins ia never 
locked^ though the furniture of them 
is not removed, and: our travellers 
found here the feats, the table, and 
the couch of the owners : they Hght*^ 
ed a ^e, fupped, and prepared their 
bed;, which was of boards roughly 
hewn, fixed up near the roof, and 
covered with dried leaves^; fbme prac-^ 
tice is required to get into it, and die 
lodger ought by qo means to walk 
in his flecp. 

* Before they went to reft they 
confulted the Barometer ; it was faK 
len iince their arrival ^ fo that not-. 

withftanding 

* From this paragraph to the i86di page, is added 
from the original Narrative. 



i82 JOURNEY TO THE 

withftanding the fky was yet clear, 
they were not without uneafy appre- 
henfions about the weather. Tliey 
could have flept here with lefs in- 
convenience from the cold^ than they 
had reafon to .imagine, but were 
moil wretchedly tormented with fleas^ 
which though undoubtedly ^hcy did 
not fpare their friend the mountaineer, 
appeared to give no fort of interruption 
to the foundnefs of his repofc. They 
clofed their eyes however about mid- 
night, but were prefently awakened 
by the pattering of a heavy 'fhower 
upon their roof;, the thunder foon was 
heard to roll amongft the rocks ; the 
winds 4)lew hollow; and the. fall of 
rain, increafed the pouring and dafli^ 
ing of cafcades ; in {hort the lowing 
of the cattle, with the piercin,g 

fcreams 
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fcreams of women calling up their 
ilraggling cows, wb^fe voices were 
re-echoed from the mountains, all 
together formed fuch a confufed, dif- 
mal noife, as by no means tended to 
compofe their fpirits. 

They could lie no longer; they 
got up^ rekindled their fire, and fat 
<iown before it, eagerly wifhing for 
the approach of morning. The Ba- 
rpmeter was ftill falling ; but when 
day appeared, the radn * was over ; 

the 

• It may give the reader an idea of the rich cover- 
ing of thefe paftures, that notwithftanding the vaft 
quantity of rain which fell, fome peafants who conti- 
nued all night upon the mountain to attend a (ick cow^ 
had been abfolutely Iheltered from it under the fpread- 
ing branches of a large fir tree ; they kindled a fire 
at its foot during the tcmpeft, and laid them down to 
ileep with the utmoft tranquillity ; it was aot long be- 

. £ore 



1 
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the iky was not entirely covered, yet 
the wind blew ilrong at South, and 

drove 

foce the lire reached the trunk, aad they gave then- 
felves asufual no trouble in extlnguifhing it. Not far 
diftant frcnnthb place, there ftobd another inoft mag^- 
nificent fir, of about twelve feet in girt, under 4'hicb 
Mr. Ds Luc and his brother happened to take ihelter 
the following afternoon ; the former ill requited tree 
continued burning, but was Undermined on that fide 
next the fteep, when after boiling the water at it for 
^ir experiments, they rolled it flaming down the 
precipice. A mountaineer makes no fort of ceremony 
about burning down a tree to warm himfelf, and in 
thefe (Huations there is little danger of the fire*s being 
commuaicatfcd from.one to another. As thefe gende- 
men were looking out of their hut the next night, they 
were entertained with the fudden appearance of a 
bright fparkling flame, riling up upon a neighbouring 
eminence, in the form of a pyramid : it was an old fir 
tree fet on fire upon a like occafion, whofe pendant 
ragged mofs, and withered branches, were inftantly 
in a blate. It muft have been a fine object by itfelf, 
amidfi the darknefs ; but the gleam of yellow light it 
threw upon the overhanging rocks above, and upon 
the tops of woods below it, the partial diflant gleams 

upon 
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4rove 'fome hedvy dottds above their 
fejKlds, whilft Ql^b^rs rkiag from the 
valley, roljed along to the foot of the 
rocks, asiijl fbmetiiates filled the area 
of the paftures« 

Ik this Aate of the weather it was 
impra,fticable to afcend the Glacier ; 
and to go back to Sixt would be lofing 
the wh^lie day, ihoufal it afterwards 
prove fine. It cleared up about noon, 
yet coatinying ftiJl to rain at inter.-i 
vals, they refolved to pafs another 
night upon the mountain ; but this 
too proving ftormy, and the Baro* 
meter not rifing, they went down 

again 

iipon tbe cMtle, with the giftteriiig of cafcades, give 
lis an idea of the f^eeteft folemn aight-piece in na* 
ture:; and might furnrlh a companion to that bright 
^expanded tnoon-Ugbt at the condufion of the eight 
book of 'the lUad. 
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again to the Abbey with chagrin. The 
next morning their friends prevailed 
with them to ftay yet one night lon- 
ger ; they engaged it would be fair, 
and never was the. barometer fo little 
confulted ; it rofe however in the af- 
ternoon of the day following, and the 
fame evening they returned to Fonds. 

They now fcarcely flept a wink all 
night, the pleafure of looking at the 
ftars which promifed a fine day, kept 
them waking, and often times allured 
them out of the hut. They could not 
wait for the morning to begin their 
journey ; it delayed their fatisfadtions 
too long, and they haflened to afcend 
the. mountain, with that pleafure 
which is always doubly relifhed after 
difficulties. Propofing to make feveral 

different 
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«fiifFerent experiments, at a confide- 
Table height before they reached, the. 
frfmmit of the mountain, the Plain 
dc Lecbaui (where they arrived at 
itv^xx o'clock)^ was the place ap- 
pointed for thefe observations. It 
is a beautiful pafture^ abandoned 
wholly to the Chamois^ from the 
impoflibillty of getting tip either 
•cows or fheep^ befides that this part 
of the mountain bein^ faf abov^ the 
Ibrefts, it would be too difficult t© 
build lodges^ or procure wood to 
turn. 

No fooner had they gained thfe 
plain, than they faw three of its na»- 
tive Burghers, who had nothing X.i^ 
fear from them, their guide bein^ 

P unjpra* 
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unprovided with his gun *, a cir- 
cumAancft whicli^ thotigh regretted 

• The Chamois-hunters gun is of a very peculiar 
conffrudlioh , it cohfifts of a tTngte-rilfed barttl ^vilh ttvo 
locks, oine before the other, and i-eceives two charis^s 
of powder and balliat xht fame tloie, the bidlet of the 
firft charge being either fcretlTd down, or rammed fo 
light, as to fer^e for a breech-pin to the fccond 
<^arge, and prevent the c6tiamanication of the fire to 
if) upoiA pulling down the c6ck near^il the muzzle* 
The difficulty of purfuing thefe animals over the 
heights of the mountains, r'enders it neCefTary to have 
the piece as light as pofiible, confident with the ad- 
vantage of a double charge. 

The Chamois feedisto hold a middle place bet\¥een 
the goat and the deer, and to exceed in lirength and 
agility together, almoft any other animal of its flze : 
it is aftoftiffaing to fee with what fwifenefs they bouad 
along the-ftccpeft (lopes upon the edge of precipices, 
to efcapc purfuit ; but its fwifttiefs is its chief fecurity^ 
for there arc but few places, over which the Chamois 
is capable t>f going, where an expert hunter, h not ca- 
pable of following. Thefe hunters always carry with 
them a pocket telcfcope^ and having gaiiied a fuperior 
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• 

.by the hunter, rather heightened the 
pleafure of the fight to thefc geatle- 
itien, as the hiftory of the perfecu- 
tions thofe poor animals fuffcr, with 
which their guide was often enter- 
taining them, had ftrongiy moved 
their pity and compaffion. After hav- 
ing reiled ao more than three quar-* 

P « ter s 

^minencr, ran over the moH tlcTTiUsi paftures with 
their glafs to find the game, which they endeavour td 
come upon unawares, but the Icail noife U fufiicicnc , 
to give the animal ^n Rhrm, when it (Hes with a pf5- 
digious fwiftnefs ; the fkiU and addrefs of the huntc* 
is then ihown in driving it upon fuch narrow lcdge.% 
as lay the timid -creature under the neccflfity either of 
leaping -down a precipice, or of prcfeiiting ttfelf trem* 
bliog before Him : it fometimcs indeed in Aich a (itu- 
2tion turns fhort on a fudden, and endeayours to (\nit 
pafthim; in which cafe the hunter himfeU i9>in no 
little danger of being precipitated down the,^eep, if 
-he has not time to flip aiide^ or cling clofe totheroclc. 
But if the Chamois remains in fight of the hunter bul 
one moment after it haspa&dhim, ^ refolutioa (tte 
not fave its life, -• ' 
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ters of an hour. In the higheft part 
of this pafture, they again continued 
their walk. The road^ was always 
entertaining from the variety of its 
plants, its foil, and its appearance ; 
though in all thefe, there was no- 
thing perfeftly new to them : but after 
having left the plain de Lechaud^ a very 
little way behind, a number of cir- 
cumftances confpired at the failie time 
to, excite the moil agreeable fenfations. 

The fun now rofe upon them in 
its fplendour ; the air was calm, and 
of a ferenity unknown below, upon the 
plain ; and they advanced fo fenfibly, 
as to perceive the effeft of every ftep 
upon the furrounding objetfts : hav- 
ing climbed an eminence which flood 
wholly by itfelf, the nearefl objeds 

feeraed 
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feemed to fink under their fc^t, and 
they were continually difcovering 
new ones, fcene behind fcene, in al- 
moft endiefs perfpe<ftive ; whilft a 
mixture of the llrongeft bnghteft 
lights, with large maffes of fhadd' 
which were ioftened here and there, 
" -by the interpofal of a thin light va- 
pour, wonderfully feparated every 
part of this changeable progreffive 
pidiure ^. They had now been walk'- 

• 

♦ As the fun was now but very little elevated above^ 
the Horizon^ the long expenfion of the ihadows un- 
doubtedly contrf bated beyond every other advantage 
X6 preferve the Keeping, in this bourdlefs profpe^t ; 
whereas in Mr. Bourrit& view from one of the Needles^ 
the ihadows muft have been comparatively (hort, the 
fun being then not far from the Meridian, and the Air, 
•^t the fame time was perfeidUy free from the leaft ha- 
zinefs. See p4ige g^. 

It has long been obferved, that it is impoflible to 
paint the brightness of Noon, from an imperfedloji 



r* 
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if)tg mere than ihte^ horns m a^ 
very fatiguing road ; notwithftanding 
which, whether k was owing to the 
fittisfa^ftiono^ attaining their end, and 
iti fo favowable a moment ; or the 

pleafure 

in \ht colditrs of tfae pallet; but bcfidef thh defe^ in 
iiht wuttfTfott of ioBitatioii^ Nature YnuMi with all that 
J|Ure about her, is not fo- well underiiopd ; we are 
deceived rn diftancts, becaufe cyery thing is brought 
Ibrw^rd, and crouds upon the eye ; and thus we fee 
things feparate which sre johied^ or conneded which 
really arc fcparatc ; it is a Vrineiple therefore in copy- 
ing nature that a profpe£^ over a laige tra^ of coun- 
Iry, efpecially from an exfradrdinary eminenee, can 
sever have a good effe^, though taken with th^ 
itm^ exa£hief»> when the fun is high. Theibadow^ 
€>f objects may be a» broad, and even fometiiotes 
broader at noon, thanekher m the morning or eten- 
tng, t)Ut the ihadows at this time being ihort, confine 
the cffefts almoft to their refpefttve particulars ; 
whereas a length as well as breadth of ihadow, fepa- 
ratcs the groups better, and ftretchcs acrofs the piece 
fo as to diftiDguifii and throw off the feveral dlfierent 
Groundim 
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pleafure of extending their profpeQ? 
every inftant ^ or to a phyfical cffcSt 
of the purity of the air they breathed, 
or all together, they felt fuch an ar- 
dour in the attempt as nothing coald 
reft rain* 

They enjoyed for twp Jiour^, this 
fenfible fucceflion of new objefts 
without any other inconvenience than 
that of walking up A ej^'eeding fteep 
ilope; which was nothing to their 
fpirits and refolution. But their fitu- 
ation was foon changed ; unforefeen 
difficulties occurred, ^nd the ravifli-.. 
ing delight they fo une^peftedly en-^ 
joyed, was to be amply paid for. 



CON- 
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CO^JCLirsiON. 

Gftbe yourney to tk* Glacur ^BvEt<. 

THUS far Mr. De Lug and his; 
brother had afcended by the 
South lide of the mountain, either 
upon a fteej I>own, or over floping 
ridges of fmall ftones llrewed with 
thofe minute plants which grow for 
the moft' partji, only upon fuch emi- 
nences • This front not being very 
broad^ they could difcover to the 
Weft, the whole fpace between them, 
and the yurai and to the Eaft one 
part of the chain of the ^/pSy whofe 
pikes rofe gradually into view, in pro- 

portioDi 
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tJbrtion as our travellers advanced in 
neight; but turning now towards 
the weftern front, upon which the 
mountain is much more exteniive, it 
entirely barred from them the prof- 
peft on the fide of the jilps^ and they 
were fo much employed upon the road 
itfelf, as never once ta think of look-» 
ing behind them» 

They foon began to approach the 
fnow, and after that the ice .at the 
foot of the Glacier of Buet*, which is. 
faid to take up the whole fummit of 
this mountain* It wa^ at this time 
covered with ihow ; that which had 
fallen in the preceding winter not 
having been entirely melted, during 
the fucceeding fummer^ and there 
were ftill fome remains of the new. 

The 
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The idirfaee of Ais fnow was very 
hard» as it had frasen all the pne^ 
ceding nighty and the Suii had not 
yet (hined upoQ k. They had fore- 
seen the difficulty arifing from this 
circumftance^ and to guard againft 
ity were provided with thick wooK 
len focks ♦ to put ovet their ihoes^ 
by means of which, and their ftaves 
pointed with iron, they prefumed it 
poffibie to ftep with the utmoft fe- 
curity. 

This invention was applauded for 
fome time, and tl>ey afcended firmly^ 
without Aiding, up a very rifing jQope : 
but it became at laft fo cxtrenxely 
Acep, that all at once their feet flip* 

ped 

* They had before experienced the inconvenience 
of cramps faftened to the ikoes, which were apt to 
turn upon the foot, and deceive tbem*. 
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p€d from under them> and/'^itiiout 
the afitftance of the pointed ilaff, 
which forced itfelf into the crufl of 
ice, and kept them up> they inevi- 
tably mtift have been precipitated 
headlong, to the Granges des Fonds. 
The fpace they had to pafs upon the 
fnow, in the front of this precipice, 
was in iaft of a confiderable wi^th, 
and as the Hope of the declivity be- 
came fucceffively lefs fteep, there 
was no fort of danger in it^ with a 
very little prefence of mind. 

Notwithstanding this, they 
could not have been able even now, 
to reach the fummit, without their 
guide, their fhoes being abfolutely 
improper for fuch an undertaking ; 
whereas the Mountaineer, with foles 

of 
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of a prodigious thicknefs 5 and at 
the fame time filkd with nails, drove 
the fides pf his fhoes into the fnow 
every ftep he fet^ as be Went up 
aflant^ and tbcfe impreffions upon 
the frozen cruft. which fecurcd his 
own feet, formed a kind of ftairs, by 
which our Travellers with the fup- 
port of their ftaves were enabled to 
follow him. But this circumftance 
which anfwered very well as they af- 
cended^ would have been of no fer- 
vice to them in coming down again, 
and they dared not to have run the 
hazard of proceeding, if they had not 
.been fully perfuaded that the fun in 
turning to the weftward, would fof- 
ten the furface of the fnow,. upon that 
lideof the mountain : fatisfied by this^ 
reflection, that they might defcend 

again 



r 
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again with fafety, their minds were 
perfectly at eafe, and they gave them- 
selves entirely up to thofe fenfations 
which the nature of the place im- 
prefled upon them* 

It is hardly poflible for words iii 
any degree to explain what they felt, 
much lefs to excite emotions equal 
to their feelings, and it would be 
folly to prefume they could convey 
precife ideas of them to the Reader: 
Not a Ibund was heard to interrupt 
the univcrfal filence — no reafoning 
was required, to prove thefe heights 
were never made to be inhabited. 
Their guide was equally a ftranger to 
them with our travellers 5 the Cha- 
mois never come 'there ; and of con- 
fequence no hunter ever climbed fo 

high. 
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high. They are not however aJbfo- 
lutely deftitutc of life, as numbers 
of thofe little flies the Natural ifts call 
Tipulasy were feen, and fome few bees ; 
but the latter aniraals were now dead ; 
thefe flying about the neighbouring 
rocks, to regale upon the flowers of 
Genepif are frequently furprifcd by 
llorms, which hurrying them up the 
Glacier, they mufl: perifli almoft in- 
ilantly. 

Their fcntiments upon this pro- 
found folitude, are in the number of 
thofe it is eafy to communicate to 
others ; but thefe by no means can 
convey a full idea of their fituation. 
They found themfelves upon an im- 
mcnfe extent of poliflied fnow, the 
purity, and whitenefs of which, was 

no 
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no where fullted. The rays of the 
fun which now began to fhine upon 
it, refledted from the fnow direftly 
oppofite, gave them an opportunity 
of feeiag how its poliih was in part 
brought on, and this gradual diiTo- 
lution of its furface nauft extend it in 
fucceilion to the whol^ 

Ta E Y faw no oth^ objefts than the 
Heavena and this £Eiaw ; the latter of 
which was rounded off in fuch de- 
Hghtful eafy fwelling volumes where 
they fnet each other, as perfedtly t& 
refernbte thofe fleecy filver clouds^ 
fupported in a ferene iky, whofe ma-* 
jeilic precipices the imagination wan- 
ders over with fo much pleafure ; 
their fituation here appeared to them 

die faine» as the ideas it excited were 

entirely 
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entirely fimilar. They feemed {\iC- 
pended in the air, upon one of thofe 
majeftic clouds ; and what air ! never 
had they till then, beheld it of fuch a 
colour ; it was of a lively, yet at the 
fame time a deep bhie, producing a 
kind of Jen/af ion of Immenfity, it is 
impoflible to explain* This deep full 
colour of the Iky, was doubdeis ow- 
ing to the extraordinary purity of the 
air itfelf, as well as to the thinnefs of 
that medium of vapours, (in compa- 
rifon of their denfity upon the plains) 
which interpofcd between their eyes 
and the obi*curity and darknefs of in- 
finite fpace. At the lower part of 
our atmofphere, the colour of the air 
is always rendered more or lefs faint, 
from the great quantity of vapours 
floating in it, though they certainly 

con- 
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contribute to difperfe the light, with 
more advantage. The fky in general 
appears to us of a very pale blue, it 
becomes deeper fometimes as the air 
is clearer, but it never even ap- 
proaches to that lively, ftrong, full 
colour, in which thefe gentlemen 
now faw it. 

It was almoft noon, when they 
attained at length the fummit of the 
Glacier, and raifing»all at once their 
heads above the ridge of that curtain 
which had long concealed from them 
the eaftern part of the horizon, they 
inftantly difcovered the immenfe chain, 
of the AlpSy to an extent of at leafl 
iifty leagues ; towards whatever point 
they turned their eyes; the horizon 
was covered with mountains. The 

Q^ boundary 
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boundary of their fight to the Well 
was doubtlefs nothing, but the thick- 
nefs of the air itfelf ; for they were 
*f(5 much raifed above the chain of 
yura at thirteen or fourteen leagues 
diftance, as to have difcerned the 
plains oi Francbe-Compte and of Bur- 
gundy beyond it, if the air had been 
fujfliciently clear. Their profped: to 
the South -weft extended as far as 
Mpunt Cenisy and upon the North- 
eaft probably to St. Gothard: in fhort 
they commanded in a manner at one 
view, all the ftreights of the Alps^ of 
whofe pikes there were but few which 
raifed their points above them. 

In all this vaft extent of country, 
covered with mountains upon moun- 
tains, they could perceive no- plain, 

but 
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but in a little corner to the Weft, in 
the middle of which ftands Qenevac 
to the NortA^EaJi, they could difcera 
alxnoft from one end to the other, 
jthat large valley through which the 
Khone pafles^ from its fource, a« far 
ds Sion^ the capital of Vallais^ diftant 
from the place where they . ftood^ 
about ten kagues : all the reft of the 
profped: was rough with mountains, 
every part of which^ and much more 
the whole together, might have ex- 
cited the admiration of the moft in- 
diiFerent perfon* One iingle caft of 
the eye, over that immenfe quantity 
of ice and fnow which covers the 
AlpSy would amply fatisfy a fpeftator 
about the continual flov/ of the Rhone ^ 
the Rhine ^ the Poy and the 'Danube : 
it is here thefe rivers have their refer- 

0^2 voir. 
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voir, -^nd it might fuffice for many 
years of drought : they compared (for 
there wanted no calculation) thefe 
ilreams with their fources : the Rhone, 
in all the whole of that extent which 
they difcovered, appeared but- as a 
little brook, upon account of its dif- 
tance ; and yet an equal diftance, did 
:iiot leiTen their immenfe idea of the 
Mafs of ice, from which it flowed. 
Nearer and riot more than a league 
from this mountain, they difcerned 
the fources of the Arve, which unites 
itfelf to the Rhone below Geneva. 
Thefe ftreams appeared to them no 
more than flender threads of water, 
when compared to the valleys loaded 
with ice, from whence they flow. 
Mount Blanc, which raifes itfelf 
jimidft thofe vallies, alone feemed ca- 
pable 
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pable of furnifhing for a long time 
the courfe of a river ; fo much was it 
loaded with ice, the whole of that 
amazing extent, from its fummit * 
down to the very bafe. 

This fide of the horizon, offered 
a moft fenfible image of winter ; it 
recalled all the ide^s which voyagers 
have given us of Spitzberg and Nova 
Zembla : in a word it prefented to 
their eyes, nothing but enormous 
heaps of ics^ terminating in bare fro- 
zen pikes or obeliiks, from three to 
four thoufand feet in height j vvhilft 
the reft of the mountains, every where 
difplayed a variety of productions ac- 
cording 

* They have found that its height U f^our thoufand 
fix hundred and eighty three Englitfa yards above the 
•Lake of Gmeva, 
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cording to their different foils^ and 
at the very feet of thefe miibapeii 
heaps of ice^ they beheld pafture^ and 
Jiarvefts. 

After having feme time carried 
their attention to every object round 
them, it returned with ftrength upon 
themfelves, when they found that 
they were ftanding only upon a mafs 
of congealed fnow, which jutted over 
a mgit frightful precipice^ The firft 
efFeft of this difcovery, was a precipi- 
tate retreat: but foon reflefting that 
the addition of their weight to this, 
prodigious frozen mafs, which had 
been fupported thus for ages, - could: 
jiave no effed: to bring it down, they 
laid afide their fears, and went again 
npon that horrid terrace^ The moun- 
tain 
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tain was as fteep on this fide as upoji 
the fide of Fondsy and the projedlion 
of the ice carried them fo far over 
the precipice, that if a cord had beea 
let down from the point where they 
ftood, it would have taken upwards 
of a hundred and feventy Englilh 
yards, to approach the neareft of 
thofe pikes with which this fide of the 
mountain is jagged 5 and the fight, 
would hav6 met with no interruption, 
till it reached the valley, whofe depth 
was probably not lefs than feventeen' 
hundred yards below them. 

The crufl: of ice in thofe parts 
where they were capable of diftin- 
guilhing its dimenfions, (which were 
confiderably beneath them) was at 
the leaft full fixty feet in thickncfs ^ 

' 0^4 :and 
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and bordered with more or lefs pro-* 
jedion, all that fide of the fummit of 
the mountain, the whole front of 
which likewife for a very confiderable 
extent was covered over with ice. 

What a fight for the inhabitants 
of the plain !-- -They reflefted upon it 
with a mixture of a{lonifhmc;it and 
horror, and held ©ach other by their 
cloaths, as they advanced their heads 
to look beyond the precipice. Each 
of thefe gentlemen, pcrfeftly at eafe 
for himfelf, wanted that fecurity for 
the fafety of his brother. Either 
would have trembled at the leaftftep 
he faw his companion take without 
him — and this mutual apprehenfion^ 

made them both retire from the brink 
of the precipice^ fooner than either 

of 
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of them would have thought of doing 
it, had he been alone. 

* 

They were never tired of confider- 
Ing that aftonifhing mountain Mount 
BlanCy at the diftance of about threes 
leagues ; the cruft of ice which en- 
tirely covers it, from its bafe in the 
valley of Chamouniy to its fummit, 
refemblcs in fome places a tempeftu- 
ous fea ; in others one may fancy the 
remains of antique towers, and caftles, 
fplit.and mouldering into ruins ; in 
others, it projefts beyond the points 
and jfides of pikes and precipices, 
where a tolerable judgment may be 
formed of its amazing thicknefs, 
which appeared to be npt lefs thaa 
from five to fix hmidred feet. 

Having 
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Having made two experiments 
upon the fummit of the Glacier o£ 
Buetf where they could continue on- 
ly three quarters of an hour, they 
went down again to make another^ 
near fome little rocks, from whence, 
as they afcended they had broken fe- 
veral flakes of flate *, of which the 
height of this mountain feems to be 
compofed. They found in the cracks, 
of thefe rocks, feveral coUedtions of 
^arts of Angular forms ; and a fmall 
bed, or matrix, of very pure rock 
chryftal. They judged from the po- 
fition of thefe rocks, about two hun-: 
dred feet below the higheft elevation 
of the ice, that they were part of the 
true fummit of the mountain, and that 
all which rofe above them, was only: 

a mafs 

* To fupport the feet of their flove upon the fcow^ 
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a mafs of frozen fiiow ia the form of 
a truncated cone, two hundred feet in 
altitude, whofe broad b^fe feated upon 
an inimenfe extent of permanent ice,, 
covers the whole declivity of the fum^ 
mit*. 

They call this ict permanent ^ not 
becaufe they apprehend the very fame 
ice always remains there, for befides 
the coniiderablequantity that is melt- 
ed by the heat of the fummer, there 

is 

* Monfieur Bouguer, one of the French academi- 
cians who accompanred Don Antonio de Ulloa, into 
South America, has obferved, that the fnow inva- 
riably becomes permanent, even upon thofe moun- 
tains of the Andes, which are fituated in the midft of 
the torrid zone, at the height of 2454 toifes, or 5172 
Englilh yards above the level of the South Sea ; fo 
that a pretty juft eftimate of their feveral heights, may 
be formed by infpedion only, as below the line of 
this cap, the fuow is liable to be melted every day. 
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is a continual diflblution of it below, 
which is as great or even greater in 
the Winter feafon, owing to the in- 
ternal heat * of the earth ; but they 
call It permanent oil account of its be- 
ing renewed every year by the fnow 
from above, and it increafes not lefs 
in thicknefs, than it docs in extent. 
The melting underneath not being at 
all times equally performed, over the 
^e;>6c?/? of the inferior furface, it muft 
fometimes happen, that a large part 
of this mafs wanting the fupport of 
the rock, breaks and tumbles all at 

once 

t The extraordinary intenfenefs of the cold in 
Winter, not only upon the frozen cap of the moun- 
tain, but upon its fides, may probably condenfe a 
larger quantity of vapours rifingfrom the internal parts 
of it, which efcape during the Summer, through innu^ 
Aerable pores. 
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ouce ; and it is to this finking in, 
with the enormous weight above, 
that they attribute thofe openings fa 
prodigious in their depth, their width, 
and their extent, which we fee upon 
fomc Glaciers, and which are made 
with fuch a horrid thundering crafh 
when they fettle down to fill up thefe 
vacuities. 

There can be no doubt of the in- 
creafe of all t\it Glaciers of the Alps: 
their prefent exiftence is a proof 
that in preceding ages, the quantity of 
fnow which fell during the winters, 
much exceeded the quantity melted 
in the fummers; and not only the 
fame caufe fubfifts, but moreover, 
the excefs of cold occafioned by thofe 
heaps of ice already formed, will con- 
tribute 
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tribute to increafe it mtore, the eonfe- 
quence of which muft be a greater fall 
of fnow ftilU during the fucceeding 
winters, and a lefs diflblution of ft. 

They obferved a very fenfible ef- 
fect of this laft caufe in comparing the 
mountain of the Glacier of Buet^ 
with that of Grenairon ; this latter 
offers on the lide of Fonds^ a face of 
the fame form, and equally expofed 
as the caftern fide of the mountain of 
the Glacier of Buet : but that of <?r^-^ 
natron is entirely without ice, and 
even clothed with verdure upon the 
jutting parts of it, whereas the other 
is almoft wholly covered >Vith ice; 
the reafon of which appears to be, 
that Buet is immediately fronting the 
Glaciers of Cbamouni^ and Mount 

Blanc, 
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Blanc f and that Grenairon^ is defended 
from their influence. There can be 
no doubt then, but that as the Glaciers 
have continued to increafe, they muft 
ftill go on, in an increafing progreflion, 
and that confequently Mount B/anc, 
which may be called a diftinft Gla- 
cier, muft fenfibly heighten • 

They were very eafy and comfor- 
table, near thofe little rocks to which 
they had defcended, where there was 
lefs cold, and lefs wind; but they were 
.furprized at not having perceived any 
difference in the denfity of the air, but . 
by their inftruments only; that no 
.inconvenience or difagreeable fenfa-* 
tions, fhould have warned them, that 
what they now breathed, was near 
.one third lefs dedfe> than that of th« 

plains ; 
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plains ; and that the weight of the 
atmofphcre had diminifhed an hun- 
dred quintals upon the body, with- 
out the equilibrium being difturbed 
within *. 

What 

* Mr. Di Luc obferves in this place how much Na- 
tural! fts and Phyiicians are deceived, in attributing 
the alterations many perfons experience upon the fal- 
ling of the Barometer, to a difference either in the 
weight or denfity of the air, affigning as a caufc th« 
failure of an equilibrium between the external and 
internal air, or a diiference of motion in the heart 
and lungs, occaiioned by the air's being more or lefs 
denfe. For if thefe changes could fo fenfibly affeft 
our organs, what would become of thofe Chamois- 
hunters, who pafs every day from the bottom of the 
vallies to the fummits of the higheft mountains? 
What would become of the women of the hamlets by 
Sixt, who go up to Funds every night in the fummer 
feafon to milk their cows, and leaving the cattle to 
the care of their children, go down again every morn- 
ing to affift the honeft fellows their hufbands, in the 
cultivation of the lands } Thefe people, in tiie fpace 
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What a wonderful machine is 
this ! which accomodates itfelf to 
fuch extraordinary changes even in 
the very caufes of its principal move^ 
ments, without which, all its regu- 
larity would be at an end. 

After having continued an hour 
and a half, near thefe little rocks 
they began to defcend ; the fun had 
foftened the fnow as they expeded, 

R and 

of a few hours only, experience the greateft variation 
in the weight of the alr^ than happens in any one place , 
at a confxlerable diftance of time ; for the difference 
in the height of the Barometer at &xt and fonds^ is 
about twenty-two lines, from which they perceive not 
the leaft incpnveoience ; even afthmatic perfons find 
none ; and it is neceiTary therefore to have recourfe 
to fome other caufe, which ordinarily accompanies 
the variations of the Barometer, to account for the 
alterations in our health, and particularly in our 
firength, from which few people perhaps upon fuck 
occafions are entin^iy exempted. 
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and they went down the fteepeft 
ilopes, without difficulty, by a very 
4igreeablo method their guide pointed 
out to them i they jumped upon their 
heels, which iunk into the fnow deep 
enough ta fapport them. : it was un^ 
doubtedly neceflary to obferve a re-* 
gularity, and due libration in thefc 
jumps, that the body might always 
follow the pfecife movement of the 
legs, without which, they would 
have been in danger of falling either 
backward or forward ; however with 
this cautiQO, it anfwered very well, 
and they dared not venture to attempt 
another method of coming down, 
which they faw praftifed by their 
guide^ with much more eafe, as well 
as expedition. It was not an eligible 

fituationift which to try experiments 

of 



GLACIERS or SAVOY, ttj 
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cf this fort. He fcated him£elf vpon 
the end of his iks^, which he paijed 
between his legs, and driving his 
heels more or lefs into the fnow, he 
ikaited, if I may fo call it^j to the 
bottom^ with what degree of fwiftaefa 
he thought proper, of which he was 
abfolute matter : he would ferne-^ 
times fufFer himfelf to go with a pro-, 
digious rapidity^ aad thea by plung-^ 
ing his beds gradually deeper, and 
deeper, would flop himfelf with all 
the cafe imaginable *. 

R 2 As 

* It is cominoa, we are told, far tkofe peafilnts who 
liave the care of the roads in the jiipi, to Aide 4owi| 
in this maoBcr upon their fnow fpades: and that.k U 
a very agreeable fight, to fee ten, or a doien of theoit 
-upon a fummons following one anr>ther dowii a fleef^ 
^mountain, with as amazing Velocity ; avoiding ^h» 
jpreQipices^ which tbeyim aliMft to ti)^ fdge of, >/ 

afmall 



ti 
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' As foon as they had paffed the 
fnow, and turning towards the fide of 

the 

a.fmart ftroke of their heel, that gives a new diredioa 
to the motion of their body ; juft as an expert fkaiter 
snakes his way by the very edge of a broken ihect of 
i^, without the leaft apprehenfion of going beyond it. 

» But the manner of defcending the precipices of the 
CordillierSj with the fagacity of the mule% as it is re- 
lated in Don Antonio de Vlloas Voyage to South Ame- 
rica, is beyond meafure aftoniihing. On one fide are 
4eep eminences* and on the other frightful abyifes ; 
and as ihefe generally follow the direction of the 
mountain, the road, inftead of lying in a level, forma 
•two or three deep eminences and declivities, in the 
4iAance of three or four hundred yards. The mules 
are fenfible of the caution rcquifite in thefe defcents, 
for coming to the top of an eminence, they make a 
ftand ; and having placed their fore feet clofe toge- 
ther, as in apoiture of flopping themfelvcs, they bring 
their hinder feet together likewife, a little forward, 
as if going to lie down. In this attitude, having as it 
Were taken a furvey of the road, they Aide down with 
tte fwiftnefs of a meteor, AU the rider has to do, is 

to" 
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the plain de Licbaud, began to dif- 
Cover the herbage, they heard from 

R 3 dif- 

to to keep himfelf faft in the faddle, without checking 

the beaft ; for the leaft motion, it fufficient to difor«* 

der the equilibrium of the mule^ in which cafe they 

muft both unavoidably perifh. The addrefs of thefe 

creatures is here truly wonderful ; for in this rapid 
motion, when they feem to have loft all government 

of themfetvcs, they follow the feveral windings of the 
road as exa^ly as if they had before accurately recon- 
noitred it, and previoufly fettled in their minds what 
route they were to purfue, and taken every precaution 
for their fafety amidft fo many irregularities. There 
would indeed otherwife be no poffibility of travelling 
over fuch places, where the fafety of the rider depends 
entirely on the experience and addrefs of his beaft. 
Eut the longeft pradice of travelling thefe roads, can- 
not entirely free the animals from a kind of dread or 
horror which appears when they arrive at the top of a 
fleep declivity. They flop, without being checked 
by the rider ; ihould he fpur them on, they continue 
immoveable ; nor will they ftir from the place, till 
they have put themfelves into the above-mentioned 
pofture* The^ feem at thefe moments to be aduated 

even 
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^Ifieri^t quarters ibvcral flarifl fouodb 
like the blafts of awhiftle^ wfaicife 
had they be^en in a wood upon the 
plains, they (hould have taken fot the 
£gnsds ^ Banditti^ ai^d have been 

. afraid 

rtcn by Retfon ; they not only attentively view the 
road, but tremble and fnotrt at the danger; nrhich if 
the rider be not accuftomed to^thefe eatations cannot 
fail of infpirmg htm with terrible ideas. The Indian* 
go before^ and place themfelves along the fides of the 
moutttam, holdmg by the roots of trees, to animate 
the bcafts with (houts» till they at once ftart down the 
declivity. It is really wonderful to confider thefe 
mules, after having overcome thefirft emotions of rheir" 
fear, and they arc going to flrdc down the declrvity, 
with what prccilion theyftrctch out their forelegs^ 
that by preferving the cqiwlibrium they may not fall 
©n one fide, and 3ret at a proper diftance make that 
gentle inclination with 'tbeir bodies, neceffary to fol- 
low the federal windings of the road, and laftly, their 
addrefs in ftoppiiig themfelves at the end of theJr im* 
VBpetaote career. 

IFlioa's VoVi^GE^ Boolt v; c. %, 
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afraid of falling into che hands ^f 
foi>bcrs : b4it in this pl^bce^ how imich • 
^ever they a:larmed others, thoy were • 
tmder no alarms them&lv^s : th^fe 
founds being only iignals of the Mar^ - 
mctts, who p^<:eived them firft, to^ 
give their comrades notice : when 
they foon beheld the frighted creatures 
hurrying away as faft as pofliMe from 
every quarter, to conceal themfelves 
in their holes i . and the fame mufic 
was frequently repeated, whik -they* 
were traverfing the ijegion of this 
animal. They got down to the plain 
de Lecbaud^ at half an hour after three 
o'clock, fet out again at half an hour 
ftfter four, and by fix arrived al F^nds. 
They reiied here oot qwite an hour, 
choofing rather to lengthen lk#ir fa- 
tigae, than not reach the Abbey the 

R 4 fame 
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fame day, and notwithftanding the^ 
woods they had to pafs excluded every 
ray of light remaining in the fky, and 
they could follow their guide only by 
the found of his fhoes, they got thi- 
ther at half an hour after eight o'clock^ 
without the leaft accident^ where 
they were received as ufual^ with that 
generous hofpitality and kindnefs^ 
the feafonablenefs of which they had 
already experienced. A good night's 
repofe^ and the fatisfa£tion of having 
compleated their deiign^ made amends 
for all the fatigues they had under- 
gone ; they fet off the next day from 
Sixty afFedted with the deeped fenfe 
of the goodnefs of their hofls» laid 
that evening at St. Joire^ and returned 
the next day to Geneva^ by noon. 

• Thou<5H 
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Though experiments upon the 
heat , of boiling -water, at different 
heights, were the principal defign of 

Mr. De Luc and his bfother in this 
journey, it is fo entertaining and agree- 
able in itfelf, that they fhould not 
have regretted undertaking it, merely 

^ from curiofity. It is true that the par- 
ticulars they had before obferved in 
the environs of the valley of Cha-^ 
mQuni, greatly augmented the pleajfure, 
which they received from the view of 
the Alps, when they were uppn the 
Glacier of Buet^ and it is to thofe who 
have already contemplated the heights 
which furround this valley, who have 

. furveyed them with pleafure upon the 
fpot, that they would by all rnean^ 
recommend this laji journey ; which 
they have endeavoured to render more 

eafy 
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cify by a detril of particuittrs, the 
j)riiK:ipal of wJiicn ^re as follow. 

From the Af>bey to the QJaeier of 
£1^9 i$ c^lainly a very laborkHis jour^ 
jiey^ but it is by no means a dange^ 
rous one, to thofe who are capable 
of fupporting fatigue ai>y confi4erable 
time^ and of looking down from great 
heights without dread. As the tra«> 
vtller afcends^ fronoi Fonds to the 
plain de LScbaud^ there is a perpendi- 
cular fteep where their guide pro- 
pofed to them two roads, one of which 
is farther round but fafe, the other 
confiderably fhorter, but which they 
Would not advife every one to take. 
Impatience it is trtre, iind only their 
impatience, made thefe gentlemen 
prefer it : and <he travetler may 

choofe 
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^heofe the former, which is net in 
any part of it the kaft dangerous « 

It is advHeable for ihofe who 
chink lihey are capitble of undertaking 
this jcmrney, to provide themfelvcs 
with fuch ihoes as file mountaineers 
of thcfe places wear; they are not 
only neceiikry to walk upon the hard 
fnow, but alfo very conveaient ia 
fupporting the traveller upon the ftcep 
turf : flioeB without nails foon become 
fo fmooth and poli£bed> that he jQips 
almoft every ftep, if he does.npt help 
himfelf with his hands. 

This joiirney ought to be mad^ 
in the month of Auguft, the days ar^ 
then longer^ and the weather more 
'^siltled than in that of Septembcx^ and 

the 



230 JOURNEY TO THE 

the people of this country are lefs en- 
gaged with their harveft. It is-more** 
over highly proper to be at Sixt upon 
a Sunday by the hour of Mafs, to be 
more certain of meeting with. fom€ 
one of the hunters for a guide. Set- 
ting out from Geneva on the Satur- 
day morning, the traveller may with- 
out inconvenience get to Samion that 
night, where he may lay in his pro- 
vifions : and in (hort upon the Sun- 
day he muft fettle every thing zxSixt^ 
fo as to be able to lie tlje fame night 
at Fonds. 

Mr, De Luc concludes thefe di- 
rections for the journey to the fum- 
mit of the Glacier^ with a wifh they 
may prevail upon his readers to un- 
dertake it. The mountain of Buet 

feems 



y" 
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• « 

ieems to be the mofl engaging to a 
man of Tafte of all the mountains of 
the ji/ps, and he fhould be forry, 
that fo many beauties fhould have no 
admirers but themfelves. 



•^ 'ft* '^ •^ 
•if 'ii' 'i^ 



Departure 



2j« JOURNEY to THE 

Departure from Chamouni, ani 
Return by Vailais* 

AFTER having refted two whole 
days at Prieur^, wc prepared 
in earneft for our return : The road 
by which we came, would have faved 
us two days walking, but we pre-* 
ferred going through the Pi^s de Val^ 
lais^ and accordingly took that route. 
In following the coUrfe of the Ar've Xot 
get out of the valley of Cbamouni^ we 
pafTed by its third parifh called Ar^ 
gentterey which is faid to have taken 
this appellation from a filver mine 
found near it. We faw likewife the 
Glacier, to which this village gives 
its name ; it is cut like the lining of 

a baflion. 
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a bafticMi^ and the prcxfpe^ k a#6rdi 
i$ the tnoire fkriking, a^ it runs up 
between large woods of 6r*trees> 
which are admirabty ^ppofed to tk« 
whitcnefs^ the clearnefs and the va-^ 
ried colours of the ice. Thofe who 
enter ChofMuni from the Payj ^ VaU 
lais, are exceedingly^ furp^ized upon 
their arrival, becaufe thia road not 
having gradually prepared' them fof 
the ilrikirtg ^ffe^s. of the ke and Gla^ 
€iers, (aa when we enter on the op^ 
pofite iide,) the very fkik ftepthey 
fet into the valley, ur^xpededly pre^ 
fents the front of this Glacier ^ which 
may be about twelve hundred feet in 
its extent from top to bottom. But 
to us^ who had afcended thofe which 
were muc^h higher, who had walked 
eight or nine leagues upon the ice, 

and 
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and who were juft returned from fee- 
ing the very extremities of the icejr 
vallies we have defcribcd, thofe im- 
menfe Glaciers^ whofc fummits fcem- 
ed to reach into the fky, and who had 
enjoyed the magnificent profped: of 
the Glacier of Talefre^ over againft 
Val £Aofie^ to us this view of the ' 
Glacier oi Argentiere, afforded nothing 
very remarkable, or to be compared 
with what we had already feen. More 
diflant we difcovered likewife that of 
TCour^ which defcends like a cafcade 
down a fpacious valley of ice : it dif-« 
fers from other Glaciers in the form 
of its frozen waves, or beds of ice, 
which are rounded off more like re- 
gular globes, fo that when feen from 
a diflance, and the fun happens to 
fhine upon it, there are a thoufand 

funs 
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funs reflefted inftead of one. The 
valley crowned by this Glacier ^ is 2, 
colledlion of mountains of ice, piled 
one upon another, and is not to be 
afcended; its very afpeft which is 
frightful, gives us an idea of Spitz-- 
herg and Nova Tjembla^ and the falls 
of ice are too frequent to admit even 
a near approach to it ; the thundering 
down of thefe fragments, is heard fe- 
vertl leagues off, and fuch is the vio- 
lence of their fhock, that Valorjine 
hath been frequently alarmed with 
the concuffion. In the mean time, 
it is remarkable, that the fpace be- 
tween this valley horrid with broken 
mountains of ice, and Val d Aojlcy 
which partakes of the fine climate, 
and the fertility of Italy ^ is at moft 
not above two leagues^ 

S At 
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At a l^fs diAaac^y more towards 
thp Norths we may 4i£^ern likewile 
^e fourcc of the Arve^ which flowing 
at firft fro9x three fprings only, is 
very loon confiderably increafcd by 
jthe torrents from thofe Glaciers I 
have juft ipoken of. 

Two hours walk from Prkure 
carried us out of the valley of Cha^ 
tnounif at the oppofite end to that 
by which we had entered, A road 
we afcended on our left, condudled 
us into the Valorjine^ which on that 
fide border^ upon the country of Val-* 
lats. This valley which extends from 
South-weft to North-eaft, may be 
^bout three leagues in length, and 
lefe than a quarter of a league in it« 
greateft breadth* From its brokea 

ruinous 
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iruiiious appearance one would at firft 
think it uninhabited ; but farther 
en, we difcover fome few houfes, and 
in the middle of it, on the left hand, 
is to be fctn an opening, with the 
mofl beautiful fall of water imagi- 
nable. 

To go to it, we are obliged to 
quit the great road ; and it is not till 
we come very near, that it appears 
in all its beauty. It is a confider- 
able river that defcends from the 
Glacier of Buet, and falls eight 
hundred yards from the ridge of 
a mountain which is almoft entire- 
ly covered by the fpouting flieet 
of water; this torrent magnificent 
and even terrible, far more grand 
and fublime than the cafcade of 

S z Ternip 
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Term * , pouring from a refervoir 
which it has hollowed upon the moun- 
tain, rolls along its rocky channel, 

and 

* The cafcadc of Terni, commonly called Cafcati 
del Marmorc, from the mountain it runs over, is in the 
dutchy of Spotetto, near the city of 7'ernt, and is form- 
ed by the river Velcino, This river after gliding many 
miles with a gentle quiet courfe, reaches the fteep de- 
clivity of its channel, which is (haded with thick, trees 
of a perpetual verdure, as are likewife the furrounding 
mountains. The ftream no fooner reaches this decli- 
vity, than it proceeds with fuch rapidity, that every 
Wave feems animated in preflfing forward to overtake 
that which is before it, till' they rufh at once with a 
tremendous noifc down a fteep rock, at leaft three 
hundred feet in height* and falling upon other rocks 
againft which they da(h and break, the waters rife 
again in mifts, which hovering fome time in the air, 
above the level of the catafa£^, and the neighbouring 
fields, defcend in a continual drizzling rain upon the 
adjacent valley. After this they rufh again tumultu- 
oufly into the cavities of the mountain, and foaming, 
burft through fevcral openings, when after rolling 
over fome other precipice?, they at laft reach the bed 
of the liver at the bottom. 



r 
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and bounding to the very bottom of 
the valley, 

— — magno cum murmure Montis 
• It Mare pr^^ruptum^ et Pelago prcmitarva fojianti. 

At the fame time this fine water-fall 
is embellifhed by large trees, w^hich 
Ihoot from the fummit of the moun- 
tain into the clouds, and in its front, 
by lofty firs and rocks, fo as altoge- 
ther to form a pifture the moft de- 
lightful as well as extraordinary. 

Arrived at theparifh oiValorJine^ 
we had the pleafure of meeting a Bri- 
gadier we had been acquainted with 
at Chene, who commanded a party of 
eleven men quartered at this pafs to 
prevent the fmugglers entering into 
Savoy. It was here we croffed the 
Buetine^ commonly called the Blacks 

S 3 water p 
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'water, where the ftone or boundary;, 
is fcen that feparates the two States s 
and going on a little farther, entered 
fbon into a very narrow defile, whece 
there ftill remain fome ruined frag- 
inents of a gate and tower, which 
formerly defended the entrance into 
this country. As we walked with- 
out a guide, every thing that fur- 
rounded us was enough to alarm even 
the moft intrepid mind ; we faw no- 
thing in our route, but rapid torrents, 
naked rocks, or mountains entirely 
covered with lofty woods of fir-trees ; 
in fhojt there was not the leaft appear^ 
ance of a country that could pofiibly 
be inhabited. 

Not far diftant however another 
valley openfi, which though it has no 

plain. 
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fJlain, has notwkbftanding fome ha- 
bitations, and a few paftures enclofed 
by large woods. It is commanded by 
a iingle pariOi, czWcd Epegnon : This 
village, fcated upon a green turf, al- 
moft at the top of a mountain, and 
upon a fteep declivity which i^ crown- 
ed with pine6, produces a very Angu- 
lar efFed. 

Leaving this parifh on our kft, 
we afcended a mountain full as high 
as the Voirons : oar road conduced us 
through beautiful woods, and over 
rocks of a blackifh colour, but was 
fa extremely narrow, it i« difficult to 
conceive, how a- mule can pofSbly 
make its way through it, and the 
fky was alraoft always bidden from 
us. Two thirds of the way up thig 

S 4 moun- 
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rpountain^ is a rock in the form of a 
chimney, one face of it indeed is 
wanting, but the obfcurity of the 
place, and fome large trees, fupply 
the defeft. In this road we could not 
but remark the prodigious height of 
the pines, of which many were from 
a hundred to a hundred and ten feet 
high. We obferved feveral of thefe 
had no other foundation than the rock, 
from which they at firft fhoot out ho- 
rizontally, and at the diftance of half 
a foot from it turn up into the air* 
In examining how they could be nou- 
rifhed and fupported, we found their 
roots to run between the joints, and 
clefts of the rocks, which were very 
numerous, and that they perfectly 
filled up every rift, and every vacu- 
ity in them ; but the mold that is 

originally 
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originally generated by the rotting of 
the liverwort, and other rock produc- 
tions of a fimilar kind, which is wafli- 
cd into thefc clefts, being perhaps the 
richeft fofteft foil in nature, and as the 
faplings muft have continued to be 
moiftened by the waters and falts 
which diftil from thefe plants, till 
their roots were fhot to a prodigious 
depth, it is not difficult to account 
for the abundant nourifhment of them, 
and the caufe of fuch an extraordinary 
vegetation. 

Arrived near the fummit of the 
mountain, we had the fatisfadtion of 
finding a plain fmooth rock with fe- 
veral names engraved or written upon 
it, amongft which we difcovered that" 
of Mr. ProfeiTor De Saujure. The 

fight 
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fight of thefe names revived our fpi^- 
rks ; they afforded an ide^l {wcfence 
of the Writers, they were a proof that 
we were in the right road, and gave^ 
us hopes of being foon delivered from 
thofe gloomy forefts ; for upon con- 
fidering their fituation, it inclined uaf 
to believe, that we had otily to con- 
tinue ftrait forward beyond Epeg^ 
non. Wc were fully poflefied of this 
idea, when acrofs fome trees, we dif- 
covered our road cut by a valley, 
which drawing towards the right hand 
appeared only like a broad deep ditch. 
It was here, that already harafled, by 
our long fatiguing walk, we again were 
not without our fears of the diftance 
we had yet to go^ more efpecially as 
we were without a guide, and could 
ntet perceive the learfl ti-aec of a habi- 
tation : 
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tation : add to this our being fur«« 
rounded dn every fide by mountains 
covered with extended woods, fo thick 
and dark» that they gave us no ide^ 
but of the retreat of the moft favagtf 
animals, and that we were unacquaint-f 
ed with any certain path by which to 
extricate ourfelves out of them. 

We did not however wholly lofc 
the track that had conduced us thus 
far, it extended to the right, with this 
new opening ; and the more our fitu- 
ation was alarming, the ftronger were 
our efforts to get out of it. This val- 
ley which was terminated by an im- 
menfe rampart of pines, might be near 
three leagues in length; believing 
therefore we muft travel to the end of 
it, we doubled our pace; the fear x>f 

being 
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being benighted in thofc horrid fo^ 
refts, gave us wings, and in three quar- 
ters of an hour we at laft difcovered a 
fmall plain, which afforded hopes that 
we might foon arrive at habitations. 

In faft it was not long before we 
diftinguifhed feveral houfes with a 
chapel : it proved to be the village 
of Trient ; and here we learnt that it 
was ftill three long leagues farther, 
to Martigny, the town of Vallais 
where we were to lodge. Beyond this 
village is an opening between the 
mountains, by which we were to pafs ; 
we took the road to it which was ileep, 
and it was three quarters of an hour 
before we could reach it^ 

But having gained at length this 
Barrow ftraight, a landfcape as de- 
lightful 
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llghtful as it was unexpedted, opened 
before us ; judge Reader of our tran- 
fport at the profpe<^ of tht Pays de 
Vallais^ which from this point is fo 
pidturefquely ftriking, that all the la- 
bours and diificulties we had under- 
gone fecmed nothing to the plcafure 
we now felt. Two mountains covered 
with lofty fir-trees, and whofe ap- 
pearance was romantic, extended on 
our right and left, and clofed behind 
us ; at their bafe were fertile paftures; 
and in front, but far below us, at the 
bottom of the valley, the very firft 
objeft which prefented itfelf upon 
the plain, was the town and city of 
Martigny^ fomewhat more than two 
leagues diftant. This valley runs for- 
ward from Martigny in a ftrait line 
for fix or feven leagues in length, and 

a league 
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a league in breadth ; and is divided 
through its whole extent by thd 
Rhone* There are other ftreams be- 
fides, which winding with a mazy 
movement rather feem to be the work 
of Art, than that of Nature, the bril- 
liancy of whofe tranfparent waters, 
the trees, the meadows, the vineyards, 
the corn-fields, the great and crofs 
roads, the villages, the towns, the 
iplendid colouring of the mountains^ 
©ppofite to the fun, and the brown 
tints of thofe on the contrary fide, 
with Stony the capital of Vallaisy dif- 
coverable in the diftance, all thefe 
objects afFe<fted us in the moft lively 
manner, and gave us jointly an idea 
©f the richeft country, or rather of 
the mofi: beautiful and magnificent 
garden. 
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We had yet two leagues to walk 
Jo Martignyl and feveral villages to 
pafs upon the declivity of . this ftraight: 
and in this road it was we faw for the 
fir ft time» feveral perfons with the 
jfwelled throat, of a prodigious fize i 
who have generally a thicknefs and ^ 
faltering impediment in their fpeech. 
We aflted one of thefe ftag-necked 
men, how far it was to Martigny^ 
but it was rmpoflible to underftand 
him, and we doubted whether he mi- 
derftood our q.ueftiQn; we at laft 
however arrived at this place an hour 
after fun fct» 

Mar TIG NY is divided into two 
parts, the City, and the Borough : 
they are a quarter of a league diftant 
from each other, and the Borough has 

more 
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more the appearance of a city than the 
very city itfelf ; it is a long and fpa- 
tious ftreet; the church is large but 
has fcarcely any paintings, and by its 
difpofition and the fimplicity of its 
ornaments, and of the organ which 
decorates it, one would take it for a 
Proteftant church. The buildings 
of this city are not difagreeable ; but 
though tolerably well inhabited, it 
has confiderably declined, fince it is 
no longer the refidence of the Bilhop 
and -Prince of Vallais. 

We were tempted to pufti on as 
far as Sion^ but this excurfion not be- 
ing confiftent with our plan, we were 
obliged to give it up ; the next day 
then, we took the road to St. Mau^ 
rice, following the courfe of the 

Rhone 
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Rhone for the length of a valley of 
about four leagues, but incomparably 
lefs beautiful, lefs in breadth, and 
not fo well peopled as that which I 
have defcribed from Martigny to Sionz 
the road is neverthelefs engaging, and 
it is in this route you fee the cele- 
brated fall of the Blackwater^ which 
is not very delicately called here Zr 
I^ijji Vache. It precipitates down the 
mountain from the height of about 
eighty feet ; but this fall which many 
people boaft of, is not to be compared 
with that of the Valorfine, or with 
that of Nant dArpenaZy in the val- 
ley of Sallenche ; when we fee it near 
indeed, its fheet is broad, which to- 
gether with the fine mift which ex- 
pands to fome diftance from it, con- 
ilitutes its principal beauty. But what 

T it 
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• 

it has of fingularity is, a irery narrow^ 
paflage acrofs the gill of the moun* 
tain, over a few flcnder hoards placed 
upon fomc projetSions of. the rock; 
this fort of bridge is very dangerous, 
and ufeful only to the inhabitants of 
the Valorfine and Epegnon^ who it 
feems pafs by this fti'ait into the heart 
of Vallaisy which fhortens their road 
confiderably. 

There is nothing more that is 
particular here, unlefs it be the iitur 
ation of a tolerably handfome build* 
ing as wc approach St. Maurice ; it is 
placed upon the (helf of a rock about 
half way up the fide of the moun- 
tain> which feems as if it were cut 
down perpendicularly by art, and we 
learned it was a hermitage. 

The 
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The avenues to Sf. Maurice * arc 
charming. This city, famous for the 
martyrdom of the T^ian Legion^ in 
tolerably handfome; the houfes are 
regularly built, and the ftreets ia good 
order, neat, and clean* The women 
are remarked for the regularity of their 
fhapes , the greater part of the young 
women have no other head drefs than 
their hair, unlefs perhaps a little hat 
adorned with ribbands, and their dif- 
ference of condition is to be diftin- 
guifhed only by the quality of the 
ftufF their cloaths are made of, and not 

T 2 by 

• Mauritius f from whom this place received its 
honorary name, isfaid to have commanded a Thebaa 
Legion, coniiiling of about frac thoufand men, in an 
expedition into Gaul, under Maximian, by whofc or- 
der the whole body was cut to pieces, with their 
leader, for refufing to fight againil their brethren tfatf 
Chrifiians. 
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by their faihion, which is in all degrees 
alike. Thofe ^yho are the moft dif- 
tinguifhedj wear a coloured petticoat, 
and bodice of the fame, with a fine 
muflin apron, and the richeft of them 
adorn the bottom of their petticoat 
with two rows of ribbands of different 
colours, which is all their finery $ 
this elegant manner of drefling has 
fubfifted with them time out of mind : 
in {hort the city is well peopled, and. 
has feveral churches. Being a frontier 
to the Canton of Berne^ it guards the 
entrance of the lower Vallais, of which 
it is the capital; and its fituation 
between two deep mountains and the 
Rhone that waihes it, would render it 
in time of war, a poft of great impor- 
tance; though the caftle of the Gover^ 
nor is but a very rude antique build- 
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ing, cafed with brick : its ftone bridge 
upon the Rhone^ is jfirm and ftrong^ 
and confifts only of ^ fingle arch. 

From this city you have the choice 
of two -roads to Geneva j one through 
the States of Berne which is On the 
other fide of the Rhone y and that which 
is upon the left, on this fide of it. 
Having gone by both of them^ I fhall 
fay fome thing of each. 

Taking then the latter, you do 
not croft the river, but travel in a very 
agreeable route, where you are enter- 
tained with the aftonifliing contrail 
between the rugged mountains of 
Savoy ^ on one fide, and the beauti- 
ful country under the government of 
Berne, on the other. This part of 

T 3 the 
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the lower Vallais that ive pafs over, 
ftill keeps its fertility j the lands are 
finely cjiltivated, you meet with many 
ha:ndfome villages^ and pafs by Mon- 
tbey^ a fmall city, whofe fituation ia 
exceedingly agreeable. This road too- 
ls well beaten by the guards, whofe 
care contributes to its fafcty, and re- 
lieves the mind of the traveller j fuch 
precaution here, as likewife that of 
defending all the crofs roads under 
rigorous punifliments, has not long 
fihce been neceffary j it brings us in 
fliort to the head of our lake,, and 
within a few hours to St. Gingo, the 
laft village in the country of Vallais. 
From this village you pafs by Evian, 
Ripailky tbonom which jointly with 
the profpcft oppofite to the lake, 
along which you coaft, agreeably di. 

verfify 
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verfify this route ; and two days are 
fufficicnt for the whole journey » 

The other route hy the province 
of Berne, though fomewhat longer, 
is in many rcfpedls much preferable, 
whether we regard the beauty of the 
country, and the curiofities that we 
meet with in it, or the conveniency 
of being able to accomplifh the jour- 
ney either on horfeback, in a carriage^ 
or by water ; an advantage this not 
to be defpifed by harafled weary tra- 
vellers ; who after having fufficiently 
indulged their curiolity, are apt to 
grow impatient of fatigue, and wifli 
to be at home. This road then re- 
mains to be defcribed. 

T 4 Having 
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Having crofled the bridge at St» 
Maurice^ the traveller is inftantljr ia 
the territories of the Canton oi Berne i 
within an hundred paces of this 
bridge is a door like that of a barn^ 
where guards are ftationed to make 
the ufual enquiries at going out of one 
government into another, and th^ 
Bear (the enfign of Berne J is painted 
upon the front of this gatehoufe : as 
foon as we have paffed it, the coun- 
try opens to a confiderable extent^ 
and immediately its beauty, its ferti- 
lity, the richnefs of its hills, and the 
number of its inhabitants, give the 
moft favourable idea of the govern- 
ment of Aigle I the other fide of the 
Rhone, as far as the lake of Geneva^. 
makes, as I faid before^ part of Fal^ 

We 
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We were no more than three quar- 
ters of an hour in going from Si. Mau-- 
rice to Bex. This village, perhaps the 
fineft in Switzerland^ is well known 
for the falt-works in its neighbour- 
hood, which are at the fame time very 
large and ingenioufly conduced, and 
afford many things well worthy the 
curiofity of a traveller. .From Bex you 
go to Aigky a pleafant town, fituated 
at the foot of a fine fertile mountain, 
its inhabitants are men of fpirit and 
gaiety, who live much at their eafe i 
there are many clock and watch ma- 
kers refiding in it, but it is to be fear- 
ed this manufacture is in a ftate of 
decline, owing to that taftc for the 
pleafures of the country which moft 
of the workman fall into. The trade 
begins already to feel a kind of lan- 
guor. 
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guor, and the diforder moft probably 
will incrcafe. 

A FEW leagues beyond this city 
bring you to the head af the lake, 
and you foon reach Villeneuve^ which 
is fituated upon its banks. From this 
laft town we came to Vtvay^ a delight* 
ful little place, from whence begin 
the beautiful vineyards of Ija Vaux, 
which continue for the extent of near 
four leagues. In this conclufion of 
our walk, we often looked behind us, 
for a glimpfe of thofe mountains we 
had vifited, our eyes accuftomed to 
the iSght of fuch amazing heights, 
coniidered thefe which now furround- 
ed us, as only hillocks. Mount yura 
notwithftanding, as lik«wife the Molt, 
are diftiDguiihable anfl fupport their 

dignity ;. 
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dignity; but Mount BZ^wr is more 
than twice as high as the higheft of 
thefe, computing oiily from the valley 
of Chamounij and it appears fo even at 
its bafe, which we had gone over *. 

Our return to Geneva was with- 
out any accident, we felt nothing of 
our fatigue, and the exercife we had 
taken kept us for a confiderable time 
in fuch a degree of ftrength, as made 
us look upon an excurfion of four or 
five- leagues but as an airing, which 
gave us no more trouble than a walk 
of a lingle league would have done 
before we fet out upon this moft 

agreeable expedition. 

DireSiions^ 

• Mount Blanc is 1 1 1 80 French feet above the 
rallcy of Chamouni, 

The Mole no more than 4562. French feet above tht 
lake af Gefisva. 
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DireBiom for the youmey to 

Chamouni. 



CETTING out from Geneva early 
in the morning (if on foot) before 
day-break, the traveller may dine at 
Bonneville^ and lie at Clufe. This 
journey is rather too long in very hot 
weather ; as it is a walk of about ten 
leagues* 

The feeond day the traveller may 
lie at Sallenchty which is not above 
five leagues from Clufe ^ but then four 
hours may be well employed in vifit- 
ing the cavern of Bale^ which I 
would by all^^neans advife. 
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The third day brings him to Pri^ 
euri in the valley of Chamouni: This 
laft walk is long, and very fatiguing, 
but it is not poflible to fliorten, or to 
render it ealier. 



First Excursion 
In the Valley of Chamounu 

If the weather be fine, advantage 
fhould be taken of it, to afcend Mount 
Breven. This excurfion will employ 
an in tire day* 



Second Excursion. 

As the Glacier of Pelerins is in- 
terefting in many refpefts above the 

other 
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other Glaciers, the traveller may 
afcend it, fetting out very early in the 
morning, and fee the Glacier of Bof* 
Jons in his return ; or if he prefer it, 
he may afcend that of Bajfans firft; 
and go from thence to that of Pek^ 
rins: this he will find a very labo-« 
rious day's walk, 

I SAY nothing of our walk along 
the Ne.dles. The fight undoubtedly 
i$ very grand, but it muft be dearly 
bought by thofe who are not exceed-- 
ing good walkers ; for which reafon 
there are few perfons to whom I 
would venture to recommend it. 



Third 
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Third Excursion. 

To fee the valley of ice of Mont^ 
^nvert^ and advance into it, will take 
up a day, and the traveller muft fet 
out three hours before fun-rife ^ or 
otherwife he muft afcend the moun-» 
tain the day before, and lie there, as 
we did. Thoff who can be fatisjfied 
with a fimple profpeft of this valley, 
may take a view of it, and fee the mafs 
of ice at the fourc^ of the Jlrver&n, 
in their defcent, the fame day. 

Return by the Pats de Vallats. 

« 

From Chamount to Martigny is 
a day's journey. From Martigny the 
[ traveller 

\ 
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traveller may, if he pafles by Savoy ^ 
lie at St. Gingo : or he may reach as 
far as Evian ; but this muft be with 
great fatigue, I fay nothing of the 
route by Switzerland, as every perfon 
may in this refpcd: confult his own 
inclination. It is almoft needlefs for 
the traveller to burthen himfelf with 1 
provifions, but it will be abfolutely 1 
neceflary to provide a pair of Moun- | 
taineers thick fhoes with nails, and 
to be warmly clothed, to fence againft 
the cold of the Mountains. 



The End* 



f 
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